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MOTTO 

 

 

―Tidak akan pernah tau kalau belum dicoba. Tidak akan pernah menyesal sebelum 

sadar. Lupa adalah hal wajar, tapi mengulang kesalahan yang sama adalah 

kebodohan.‖ 

 

"You'll never know unless you try. You'll never regret it until you realize. 

Forgetting is natural, but repeating the same mistake is stupid." 
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ABSTRACT 

Almer Miqdady Fiqyan. 2026. The Effectiveness of Using BBC Learning English 

as a Learning Medium to Improve Students' Vocabulary Mastery. Thesis. 

Department of English Education, Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training, 

Maulana Malik Ibrahim State Islamic University Malang.  

Supervisor: Harir Mubarok, S.Pd 

Key words: BBC Learning English, Vocabulary Mastery, Eight grade student. 

Mastery of vocabulary is indeed one of the most important components in 

learning a foreign language. However, secondary school students often experience 

problems remembering new words effectively due to boring conventional learning 

methods. Therefore, this research tries to determine whether the BBC Learning 

English application as a digital learning tool can help expand the vocabulary 

mastery of eighth grade students at MTS Bahrul Ulum Perak Jombang. This study 

adopts a quantitative method and is structured as a quasi-experimental research. 

The entire eighth grade students were the research population, and from that 

population, two classes were taken as a sample through purposive sampling 

methods. The experimental group class was given a treatment through BBC 

Learning English media, and the control group class was taught through 

traditional methods. A vocabulary test, comprising a pre-test and post-test, was 

the instrument for data collection. The collected data was statistically analyzed 

using Independent Samples T-Test through the SPSS program. Results of the 

study show that the data are normally distributed per the Shapiro-Wilk test 

(Sig.>0.05) and are homogeneous in nature per the Levene's test (Sig. 

0.513>0.05). The hypothesis test using Independent Samples T-Test on the post-

test scores showed a 2-tailed significance of 0.045. Since the significance value 

was less than the alpha level (0.045<0.05), the null hypothesis (H0) was rejected 

and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was accepted. Meanwhile, there was a Mean 

Difference value of 5.667 indicating that the average achievement of the 

experimental group was higher than that of the control group. From these results, 

the takeaway is the use of the BBC Learning English application as a learning 

media has Quite a bit been proved to raise the eighth grade students' vocabulary 

mastery. This media is recommended to be used by English teachers as an 

alternative for learning that is both interactive and contextual. 
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ABSTRAK 

Almer Miqdady Fiqyan. 2026. The Effectiveness of Using BBC Learning English 

as a Learning Medium to Improve Students' Vocabulary Mastery. Skripsi. Jurusan 

Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, Fakultas Ilmu Tarbiyah dan Keguruan, Universitas 

Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang.  

 

Pembimbing: Harir Mubarok, M.Pd 

 

Kata Kunci: BBC Learning English, Penguasaan Kosakata, Siswa Kelas Delapan 

 

Penguasaan kosakata memang menjadi salah satu komponen terpenting dalam 

pembelajaran bahasa asing. Namun, siswa sekolah menengah sering mengalami 

masalah dalam mengingat kata-kata baru secara efektif karena metode 

pembelajaran konvensional yang membosankan. Oleh karena itu, penelitian ini 

mencoba untuk mengetahui apakah aplikasi BBC Learning English sebagai alat 

pembelajaran digital dapat membantu memperluas penguasaan kosakata siswa 

kelas delapan di MTS Bahrul Ulum Perak Jombang. Penelitian ini mengadopsi 

metode kuantitatif dan disusun sebagai penelitian eksperimen semu atau quasi-

experimental. Seluruh siswa kelas delapan menjadi populasi penelitian, dan dari 

populasi tersebut diambil dua kelas sebagai sampel melalui metode purposive 

sampling. Kelas kelompok eksperimen diberikan perlakuan melalui media BBC 

Learning English, dan kelas kelompok kontrol diberikan perlakuan melalui 

metode tradisional. Tes kosakata yang terdiri dari pre-test dan post-test 

merupakan instrumen pengumpulan data. Data yang terkumpul dianalisis secara 

statistik menggunakan Independent Samples T-Test melalui program SPSS. Hasil 

penelitian menunjukkan bahwa data berdistribusi normal berdasarkan uji Shapiro-

Wilk (Sig.>0,05) dan bersifat homogen berdasarkan uji Levene (Sig. 0,513>0,05). 

Uji hipotesis menggunakan Independent Samples T-Test pada skor post-test 

menunjukkan signifikansi 2-tailed sebesar 0,045. Karena nilai signifikansi lebih 

kecil dari tingkat alpha (0,045<0,05), maka hipotesis nol (H0) ditolak dan 

hipotesis alternatif (Ha) diterima. Sedangkan  nilai Mean Difference sebesar 5,667 

yang menunjukkan rata-rata prestasi kelompok eksperimen lebih tinggi 

dibandingkan kelompok kontrol. Dari hasil tersebut dapat diambil kesimpulan 

bahwa penggunaan aplikasi BBC Learning English sebagai media pembelajaran 

cukup terbukti meningkatkan penguasaan kosakata siswa kelas delapan. Media ini 

direkomendasikan untuk digunakan oleh guru bahasa Inggris sebagai alternatif 

pembelajaran yang bersifat interaktif dan kontekstual. 
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 ٍِخص اٌثحث

 

. فعا١ٌح اعرخذاَ اٌرطث١ك اٌشلّٟ ٌرع١ٍُ اٌٍغح الإٔج١ٍض٠ح وٛع١ٍح ٠ٓ٠٢أ١ٌّش ِمذادٞ فم١ٙاْ. 

ٔج١ٍض٠ح، ذع١ّ١ٍح ٌرشل١ح اعر١عاب اٌّفشداخ ٌذٜ اٌطلاب. اٌثحث اٌعٍّٟ. لغُ ذع١ٍُ اٌٍغح الإ

 و١ٍح اٌرشت١ح ٚذؤ١ً٘ اٌّع١ٍّٓ، جاِعح ِٛلأا ِاٌه إتشا١ُ٘ الإعلا١ِح اٌحى١ِٛح تّالأج

 

 اٌىٍّاخ اٌّفراح١ح: تٟ تٟ عٟ ٌرع١ٍُ اٌٍغح الإٔج١ٍض٠ح، إذماْ اٌّفشداخ، طلاب اٌصف اٌثآِ

 

رٌه، غاٌثاً ِا إْ إذماْ اٌّفشداخ ٘ٛ تاٌفعً أحذ أُ٘ اٌّىٛٔاخ فٟ ذعٍُ اٌٍغح الأجٕث١ح. ِٚع 

٠ٛاجٗ طلاب اٌّذاسط اٌّرٛعطح ِشىلاخ فٟ ذزوش اٌىٍّاخ اٌجذ٠ذج تفعا١ٌح تغثة طشق 

 BBC) اٌرعٍُ اٌرم١ٍذ٠ح اٌٍّّح. ٌزٌه، ذغعٝ ٘زٖ اٌذساعح إٌٝ ذحذ٠ذ ِا إرا واْ ذطث١ك

Learning English)  وؤداج ذعٍُ سل١ّح ٠ّىٓ أْ ٠غاعذ فٟ ذٛع١ع حص١ٍح إذماْ اٌّفشداخ

ب اٌصف اٌثآِ فٟ اٌّذسعح اٌّرٛعطح الإعلا١ِح بتحش اٌعٍَٛب ت١شان جِٛثأج. ٌذٜ طلا

اعرّذخ ٘زٖ اٌذساعح إٌّٙج اٌىّٟ ٚصُّّد وثحث شثٗ ذجش٠ثٟ. شىً ج١ّع طلاب اٌصف 

اٌثآِ ِجرّع اٌذساعح، ٚذُ اخر١اس فص١ٍٓ وع١ٕح ِٓ ٘زا اٌّجرّع تاعرخذاَ طش٠مح اٌع١ٕح 

جش٠ث١ح ٌٍّعاٌجح تاعرخذاَ ذطث١كاٌمصذ٠ح. خضعد اٌّجّٛعح اٌر  (BBC Learning 

English) ت١ّٕا دسُعد اٌّجّٛعح اٌضاتطح تاعرخذاَ اٌطشق اٌرم١ٍذ٠ح. ٚذّثٍد أداج جّع ،

اٌث١أاخ فٟ اخرثاس اٌّفشداخ اٌزٞ اشرًّ عٍٝ اخرثاس لثٍٟ ٚاخرثاس تعذٞ. خضعد اٌث١أاخ 

 ٌٍّجّٛعاخ اٌّغرمٍح عثش تشٔاِج (T) اٌرٟ ذُ جّعٙا ٌٍرح١ًٍ الإحصائٟ تاعرخذاَ اخرثاس

(SPSS). ٚلاخرثاس بشات١ش ً ً طث١ع١اً ٚفما -أظٙشخ ٔرائج اٌذساعح أْ اٌث١أاخ ذرٛصع ذٛص٠عا

ً لاخرثاس ب١ٌف١ٕٟب )دسجح اٌذلاٌح 0...٠ٍٚهب )دسجح اٌذلاٌح >  (، ٚذر١ّض تاٌرجأظ ٚفما

(. وّا أظٙش اخرثاس اٌفشض١اخ تاعرخذاَ اخرثاس0...>  0.0..  (T)  ٌٍّجّٛعاخ اٌّغرمٍح

. ٚتّا أْ ل١ّح اٌذلاٌح 0....ٌذسجاخ الاخرثاس اٌثعذٞ دلاٌح إحصائ١ح راخ طشف١ٓ تٍغد 

(، فمذ سُفضد اٌفشض١ح اٌصفش٠ح0...>  0....وأد ألً ِٓ ِغرٜٛ أٌفا )  (H0)  ٚلثٍُد

، ِّا 5...0ٚفٟ اٌٛلد ٔفغٗ، واْ ٕ٘ان ل١ّح ٌّرٛعظ اٌفشٚق تٍغد  .(Ha) اٌفشض١ح اٌثذ٠ٍح

٠ش١ش إٌٝ أْ ِرٛعظ إٔجاص اٌّجّٛعح اٌرجش٠ث١ح واْ أعٍٝ ِٓ اٌّجّٛعح اٌضاتطح. تٕاءً عٍٝ 

وٛع١ٍح  (BBC Learning English) ٘زٖ إٌرائج، فإْ اٌخلاصح ٟ٘ أْ اعرخذاَ ذطث١ك

ذع١ّ١ٍح لذ ثثد تذسجح وث١شج أٔٗ ٠شفع ِٓ ِغرٜٛ إذماْ اٌّفشداخ ٌذٜ طلاب اٌصف اٌثآِ. 

رخذاَ ٘زٖ اٌٛع١ٍح ِٓ لثً ِعٍّٟ اٌٍغح الإٔج١ٍض٠ح وثذ٠ً ذع١ٍّٟ ذفاعٍٟ ٚع١الٟ ٠ُٚٛصٝ تاع

 .فٟ آْ ٚاحذ
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter covered the reasons and problems with a phenomenon that 

occurs before researching more deeply. This section introduced the background of 

study, research question and objective of the study, scope and limitations, 

significance of the study, and key terms definition related to the study. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Indonesian students face various difficulties in acquiring English 

vocabularies, which hinder their ability to understand of the learning material and 

teacher's instructions. Rohmatillah (2014) stated that the reasons for their 

struggles are, firstly, being hardly exposed to foreign words, particularly in their 

routines, as they seldom are given the chance to speak English. Secondly, there is 

a deficiency of willingness and drive in students to take up a foreign language. 

Many students believe that they will not need to use the foreign languages in their 

future lives, which reduces their motivation to learn the language, particularly 

when they will be mature. What is more, some of them having certain 

specifications for their careers or beliefs that do not focus on the necessity of the 

foreign language skills, although almost every profession requires some level of 

these skills nowadays are still there.  

Vocabulary acquisition is the most crucial aspect of learning a second 

language, as it is the base that supports all other abilities of the language skills 

such as speaking, listening, reading, and writing (Alqahtani, 2015). Limited 

vocabulary students often finds it difficult to convey their thoughts and to 

understand the spoken or written language. Pascual, L. C., Dionisio, G., and 
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Ilustre, R. (2022) Traditional methods like memorization of word lists and 

dictionary exercises, though partially helpful, are generally quite inefficient when 

it comes to retention of vocabulary in the long term and acquiring its 

understanding from the context. Amirian and Heshmatifar (2013) say that 

vocabulary knowledge is the main factor that determines language level, 

especially in the field of reading comprehension and oral communication. 

Learning vocabulary effectively involves more than memorizing word lists; it also 

include understanding words in context, repeated exposure, and active use in 

communication. Some of the strategies that can be employed for vocabulary 

retention are the use of context, learner autonomy, and implementation of 

electronic vocabulary learning tools such as flashcards and mobile applications. 

Therefore, vocabulary development is not just a linguistic requirement but also a 

cognitive and social process.  

The significance of vocabulary as a tool to understand and to communicate 

in a meaningful way is in line with the Qur’an teachings. One example is the verse 

from Surah Ibrahim: 

ُْ ......ب ُٙ ٌَ َٓ ١ٌِث١َُِّ  ٗ ِِ ْٛ ِْ لَ ٍِغَا عُٛيٍ إِلاَّ تِ ْٓ سَّ ِِ ٕاَ  ٍْ آ اسَْعَ َِ َٚ  ب

―And We did not send any messenger except [speaking] in the language of 

his people to state clearly for them…‖ (Qur’an, 14:4). The point of this verse is 

that the messages should be delivered in a language that the audience understands, 

thus it is said that language and consequently vocabulary are the means that 

facilitate understanding and relationship. From both communication and spiritual 

perspectives, the ability to understand words in the right purpose is the only way 
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communication can be successful which is also true for the comprehension of the 

holy messages. 

The necessity of upgrading vocabulary learning is made more clear by the 

worldwide call for the use of English in the academic and professional fields. As 

Alqahtani (2015) stated, vocabulary is the core of linguistic competence as well as 

learners' confidence and independence in language use. Without a sufficient 

vocabulary, learners might be unsuccessful in achieving communicative 

competence even if they are grammatically correct. 

Moreover, the use of digital media in education has turned to be the core 

component in improving the effectiveness of teaching and learning process. The 

fast move towards digitization occurred primarily when the COVID-19 pandemic, 

which subsequently transformed the way knowledge is given and taken. As Klein 

(2022) mentioned, the use of digital technologies for remote and hybrid learning 

has been embraced by higher education institutions and students. Besides, digital 

media facilitate the access to the academic content and also give more space for 

the interactive and learner-centered approaches. The platforms that are used in this 

way enable the learners to be engaged, autonomous, and flexible which is very 

important for the modern educational contexts. 

Along with this digital change, the use of digital media has also been a 

great tool for supporting language development, especially in vocabulary 

acquisition which is an essential part of language proficiency. BBC Learning 

English is one of the most remarkable platforms that provides a wide range of 

multimedia content such as videos, interactive exercises, and podcasts aimed at 

exposing learners to authentic language usage. In their article, Herda, Del Mundo, 



4 
 

and Harahap (2022) state that such materials help learners comprehend 

vocabulary in context and also, they get motivated through the content that is 

engaging. Their study found that the students who used BBC Learning English 

had better vocabulary mastery and they also felt more confident in using English 

in everyday communication. 

BBC Learning English is a part of the BBC World Service which has been 

offering free English language teaching resources including audio, video, and text 

materials to learners all over the globe since 1943. It offers a wide range of 

courses as well as individual lessons for different levels, and its content features 

like "6 Minute English" and "The English We Speak" are attractive to the users. 

The program has been awarded several times for its innovation in English 

Language Teaching, among which are ELTons from the British Council. 

According to Hamdani and Puspitorini (2021), students who utilized the 

BBC Learning English application reported learning an average of ten new 

vocabulary items per session. Their findings revealed that the combination 

between visual and auditory input, combined with the real-world contexts 

provided by the BBC content, significantly improved vocabulary retention and 

learner motivation. 

The research that focused on Indonesian junior high schools remains 

limited. To address this, a local study by Ali (2023) investigated students’ 

perceptions of using BBC Learning English for vocabulary improvement. 

According to Ali (2023), students who utilized the BBC Learning English 

platform experienced positive developments in their vocabulary improvement, 

driven by the application's interactive features. The findings revealed that the 
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integration of digital media, combined with authentic language materials, 

significantly shaped positive student perceptions and increased engagement 

during the learning process. 

However, while Ali (2023) focused heavily on capturing these descriptive 

insights and subjective learner viewpoints, analyzing perception does not 

objectively measure quantitative academic growth. The current study fills this 

empirical gap by shifting the focus from psychological perception to actual 

classroom performance. This research aims to investigate the empirical 

effectiveness of BBC Learning English as a learning medium to directly improve 

the vocabulary mastery of eighth-grade students at MTs Bahrul Ulum Perak 

Jombang. By employing an experimental framework that measures tangible scores 

through pre- and post-testing, this study provides fresh insights into optimizing 

digital media integration within the local Indonesian educational environment. 

1.2 Research question  

According to the background above, the researcher formulated the 

research question as follows:  

1. Does the use of BBC Learning English significantly improve the vocabulary 

mastery of eighth grade students at MTS Bahrul Ulum Perak Jombang? 

1.3. Research objective 

Based on the research question, this study aims to: 

1. To investigate the effectiveness of BBC Learning English in improving the 

vocabulary mastery of eighth grade students at MTS Bahrul Ulum Perak 

Jombang. 
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1.4. Scope and limitation of study 

This study focused on investigating the effectiveness of BBC Learning 

English as a learning media in improving students' vocabulary mastery. The 

implementation of BBC Learning English is integrated into the classroom learning 

activities as a part of the teaching process. The study specifically examines 

students’ vocabulary improvement through structured learning sessions using the 

platform.  The researcher describes the scope and the limitation below: 

Scope of the study: 

1. The study participants are the eighth-grade students of MTS Bahrul Ulum 

Perak Jombang. 

2. The main focus of the research is to determine how effective BBC 

Learning English is in improving students' vocabulary mastery. 

Limitation of the study: 

1. This stuff is limited to a specific group of students at MTS Bahrul Ulum 

Perak Jombang; therefore, the findings may not be generalized to other 

contexts or educational levels.  

2. The study focuses on vocabulary mastery and does not cover other 

language skills such as speaking, listening, reading, or writing. 

2.5. Significance of the study  

The finding is expected to contribute both theoretical and practical to the 

field of English language teaching, particularly in vocabulary learning through 

digital media. Besides, the findings is expected to guide the next research works 

in the field of language learning through digital media with a particular focus on 

vocabulary enhancement. 
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1. Theoretical significance 

This study is expected to enrich the existing literature on vocabulary 

acquisition, especially in relation to the use of digital learning platforms like BBC 

Learning English. It may also serve as a references for future researchers who are 

interested in investigating the integration of technology in language learning field 

especially in vocabulary mastery. 

2. Practical Significance 

a. For Teachers 

This study provides insights for teachers in selecting and utilizing effective 

digital media in order to improve students’ vocabulary mastery. 

b. For Students 

This study helps students enhancing their vocabulary mastery through 

engaging and interactive learning using BBC Learning English. 

c. For Future Researchers 

This study is expected to be a reference for further research related to the 

use of digital media in language learning, particularly in vocabulary 

development. 

2.6. Definition Of Key Terms 

In this study, researchers divided the key terms as follows: 

1. Vocabulary Mastery 

Vocabulary mastery have connection to learners’ comprehensive 

capability to understand, recall, and use accurate word in speaking, writing, 

listening, and reading contexts. It includes knowledge of word meanings, forms, 

collocations, and usage within context. 
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2. BBC Learning English 

BBC Learning English is an online educational service provided by the 

BBC World Service. It offers free multimedia English‐learning resources 

including videos, podcasts, and interactive exercises designed for various 

proficiency levels. 
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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

This chapter involves of literature review relevant to this study's 

theoretical framework. It covers the key concepts concerning vocabulary, 

vocabulary mastery, and the use of BBC Learning English as a learning medium. 

2.1 Vocabulary 

In this section, vocabulary is discussed in three main aspects: definition, 

types, and vocabulary mastery 

2.1.1 Definition of Vocabulary 

 Vocabulary became one of the key elements of a language, which is crucial 

for understanding and communication. It includes every word a person knows and 

uses in their productive (writing and speaking) and receptive (reading and 

listening) abilities. According to Nation (2013), vocabulary refers not only to 

knowing the meaning of words, but also to understanding their form, usage, 

collocation, and frequency in different contexts. It means that learning vocabulary 

is not just a matter of memorizing word lists; rather it is the capability to 

recognize, recall, and use the words appropriately in a meaningful 

communication. Moreover, vocabulary has been conceptualized differently 

depending on linguistic or pedagogical research emphasis. Ur (2012) refers to 

vocabulary as the ―words that are taught in the foreign language,‖ thus, stressing 

its instructional aspect. In this respect, vocabulary is not merely a repertoire of 

lexical items but a core linguistic component that integrates meaning, form, and 

use. Besides, vocabulary also implies the knowledge of grammar, pronunciation, 
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and collocation of words, which are, without a doubt, the indispensable elements 

for successful communication. 

 Read (2000) in the same vein, argues that vocabulary should be considered 

as a system rather than separate lexical items. He goes on to say that knowing 

vocabulary means knowing the aspects of morphology, semantics, syntax, and 

pragmatics which explain how words relate to each other and how they operate 

within the structure of sentences and discourse. Such a system-based 

comprehension is required for learners to be able to attain communicative 

competence and language fluency. Moreover, Alqahtani (2015) points out that 

vocabulary is the most significant factor in language acquisition as it connects all 

language abilities (speaking, listening, writing, and reading). Learners will not be 

able to articulate their ideas and understand the others' messages. Alqahtani 

finishes by saying that vocabulary growth is the key to language learning because 

it is the base for the development of grammatical, phonological and pragmatic 

competence. Therefore, it can be concluded that a comprehensive and systematic 

mastery of vocabulary is fundamental for learners to achieve effective 

communication and overall language proficiency. 

2.1.2 Type of Vocabulary 

 Based on the purpose of language learning and linguistic analysis, 

vocabulary can be classified in several form. One of the most common ways 

linguists and educators distinguish vocabulary is receptive and productive 

vocabulary. Nation (2013) says that words that students recognize and understand 

when they meet in listening or reading are receptive vocabulary, whereas words 

that students mostly can to speak and write are productive vocabulary. This 



11 
 

division is significant because vocabulary knowledge is often bigger receptively 

than productively; learners usually understand more words than they can produce 

in real communication. According to Harmer (2001), vocabulary can also be 

divided depending on its use and the context of the appearance. He argues that 

two main categories can be distinguished: active vocabulary which consists of 

words that they use regularly in conversation, and passive vocabulary which 

consists of words that they know but do not frequently use. In his opinion, 

vocabulary teaching should be aimed at helping learners get the words from their 

passive vocabulary into their active vocabulary through continuous practice and 

exposure. 

 Function words and content words are two different sets of words that may 

be derived from the same vocabulary (Schmitt, 2010). Function words or function 

morphemes comprise four sets of grammatical items, namely structural words 

(articles, prepositions, conjunctions, and pronouns) which are of a utilitarian 

nature and serve primarily the functions of the verbal-syntactic structure in 

sentences. On the other hand, content words or content morphemes consist of 

those semantic units that have a particular meaning and are indispensable for the 

expression of ideas (nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs). Schmitt points out that 

it were mostly content words that constituted the largest number of vocabulary 

items students had to master in order to raise their communicative skills. 

 In brief, vocabulary can be divided into different categories such as those 

based on the learners’ familiarity with the words (receptive vs. productive), or the 

grammatical function of the words (function vs. content words). Knowing these 

categories helps teachers to create balanced learning activities that not only 
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develop learners’ recognition of vocabulary but also its active use, particularly 

when using BBC Learning English as a medium. 

2.1.3 Vocabulary Mastery 

 Mastering vocabulary run a major role in language learning since it is the 

basis for the development of the four basic language skills: speaking, writing, 

listening, and reading. Without enough vocabulary knowledge, students will find 

it hard both to understand the input and to produce the output that makes sense. 

Vocabulary is not only a component of language, but the most essential feature 

which connects meaning and communication (Nation, 2013). A wide range of 

vocabulary can be a great help to students in understanding the materials that are 

written or spoken, in communicating clearly, and in becoming participants who 

are capable of handling various communicative contexts effectively. Alqahtani 

(2015) asserts that vocabulary is ―the first and most significant element in learning 

a foreign language,‖ because it is through it that learners gain the ability to 

comprehend and produce a variety of expressions.‖ He goes on to say that even if 

learners are perfect in grammar, without enough vocabulary communication 

cannot be successful. This underlines the truth that vocabulary knowledge is 

tightly connected with learners' communicative competence and academic 

performance.  

 Moreover, Schmitt (2020) holds that vocabulary learning is a long, gradual, 

and continuous process of which frequent exposure and meaningful use are 

necessary. His study shows that the size of vocabulary is the main factor that 

determines language proficiency because the learners who have larger 

vocabularies will be able to understand and produce both in formal and informal 
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contexts more than those with smaller vocabularies. Besides that, digitalization 

has opened doors for new ways of vocabulary learning. Rafiq and Hashim (2021) 

discovered that the use of online platforms such as YouTube, BBC Learning 

English, and Quizlet not only makes vocabulary acquisition more efficient but 

also it is a result of learners getting authentic materials and real-word use from 

these platforms. In their research, they put the greatest emphasis on the fact that 

the combination of the multimedia elements (audio, video, and text) facilitates the 

learning process and enhances the motivation of the learners. 

 Vocabulary mastery is the basis upon which the acquisition of a second 

language is built. It has a great impact on the learners' capability of understanding, 

interpreting, and expressing the ideas in an effective way. Latest studies reveal 

that the incorporation of digital learning media in the language learning process, 

such as BBC Learning English, provides learners with new and exciting ways of 

mastering vocabulary. Through the use of these platforms, learners get the chance 

to encounter vocabulary in real-life situations which not only results in the 

expansion of their lexical knowledge but also in its internalization. Therefore, this 

research is dedicated to the investigation of the effect of BBC Learning English as 

a digital learning medium on vocabulary mastery of students. Therefore, 

improving vocabulary mastery is essential for achieving communicative 

competence, especially through the use of digital learning media such as BBC 

Learning English. 
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2.2 BBC Learning English  

2.2.1 Definition of BBC Learning English 

BBC Learning English is an online educational platform created by the 

British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) to support English language learning 

through multimedia resources. The platform is a collection of free, top-notch 

learning materials tailored to different levels of English learners, which also 

include videos, podcasts, articles, and interactive activities. 

Rahman (2020) mentioned that BBC Learning English is an innovative 

medium that merges four skills exercises in a contextual and authentic 

environment, thus giving real-world language use experience to learners. 

According to Harahap et al. (2022) study, BBC Learning English has transformed 

into a premier online learning platform for foreign English (EFL) learners because 

of its open access, interactive format, and authentic materials. Their research 

revealed that students considered the platform as a tool for vocabulary and 

listening skills improvement since it provides them with native English 

pronunciation and real-life conversations. 

Moreover, Wang (2021) states that the structure of BBC Learning English 

matches the criteria of blended learning and autonomous learning. Students can 

select materials that fit their personal targets, which in turn promotes learner 

independence and self-study at their own pace. Such autonomy is a great 

vocabulary expansion tool as well as motivation enhancer among learners when 

provided with multimedia-rich and authentic input. 
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2.2.2 Features and Function of BBC Learning English 

 Different learning resources are provided by BBC Learning English to 

meet the needs of different learners. Ahmad and Qasim (2019) state that the 

platform offers various contents such as The English We Speak, 6 Minute 

English, English at Work, and News Review, each of them aimed at developing 

particular language skills and giving learners the opportunity to be involved in the 

current issues as well as the practical use of English language. These options 

transform it into an energetic instrument for vocabulary gaining as well as for 

contextual learning.  

 The platform is organized in a multimedia form that invites learners to 

multimodal learning—where text, audio, and video are combined—which is 

suitable for different learning styles. Zhang, J (2021) states that such multimodal 

input substantially improves memory and also makes the learner more active 

especially when vocabulary is learned in a meaningful and visualized context. In 

addition, learners are getting familiar with real English pronunciations and also 

expressions which, in turn, enhance their listening skills as well as pronunciation.  

 In addition, Klein (2022) points out that institutions such as BBC 

Learning English have been a major factor in the development of digital education 

during the post-pandemic period when the use of online learning tools has been a 

prerequisite for educational continuity. He stresses that the incorporation of news-

based lessons and the interactive segments in BBC Learning English enliven the 

real-world communication and thus close the gap between language learning and 

communication. In conclusion, the integration of diverse, multimodal, and 

context-based materials in BBC Learning English makes it an effective platform 
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for enhancing vocabulary acquisition while simultaneously supporting the 

development of learners’ overall communicative competence in real-world 

contexts. 

 

2.2.3 BBC Learning English as Media to Teach Vocabulary 

BBC Learning English is widely known as one of the leading online 

resources for English language learners. The platform offers an extensive range of 

materials, such as videos, podcasts, articles, and interactive lessons which are 

tailored to enhance learners’ language skills, including vocabulary. Herda, Del 

Mundo, and Harahap (2022) in their research ―The Effectiveness of BBC 

Learning English Podcast for EFL Students’ Vocabulary Enrichment‖, stated that 

the use of BBC Learning English as a medium of instruction has a great effect on 

vocabulary acquisition and motivation of the learners. The research points out that 

authentic content and contextualized vocabulary become sources of learning for 

the students and these help them to not only understand new words but also 

appropriately use them in different communicative contexts. 

BBC Learning English is an online digital teaching tool that uses both 

audio and visual inputs to facilitate learners’ understanding of vocabulary. 

Multimedia-based learning tools are designed to be student-centered and thus 

learner autonomy is highly encouraged in digital environments. In these 

environments students are given the chance to discover vocabulary with the 

interactive experiences rather than by traditional methods of rote memorization. 

The move towards digitalized learning thus leads to vocabulary mastery since 

learners are engaged in authentic linguistic contexts through repeated exposure to 
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meaningful content. Moreover, BBC Learning English is a contextual learning 

tools which is very important for vocabulary retention. New words are presented 

to learners in real communicative situations such as news reports, dialogues, and 

storytelling. Such context exposure allows the learner to naturally deduce the 

meaning and at the same time it strengthens memory for the long-term. Therefore, 

BBC Learning English can be considered an effective digital learning platform 

that not only facilitates vocabulary acquisition through authentic and 

contextualized materials but also promotes learner autonomy and long-term 

retention in meaningful communicative settings. 

 

2.3 Previous Study 

Different studies have studied the impact of BBC Learning English as an 

online tool in developing English language skills of learners, mainly in vocabulary 

acquisition. It is worthwhile to look at these studies to see their approach, results, 

and gaps that the current study intends to handle. 

The first research of Harahap, Herda, and Del Mundo (2022) was a quasi-

experimental study called "The Effectiveness of BBC Learning English Podcast 

for EFL Students' Vocabulary Enrichment" published in the Journal of Linguistics 

and Literature. The experiment had a research sample of 60 Indonesian EFL 

students who were divided into experimental and control groups. The application 

of pre-test and post-test instruments revealed that students who followed the BBC 

Learning English podcasts had achieved markedly higher vocabulary scores than 

the rest of the students. According to the study, the use of authentic audio 
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materials has a great impact on vocabulary comprehension and retention that is 

possible to last for a long period. 

Ali (2023) in his research conducted a quantitative survey-based study on 

"Students' Perception of Using BBC Learning English for Vocabulary 

Improvement." The research sample consisted of 100 EFL learners of 

undergraduate level from an Indonesian university. According to the responses in 

the questionnaires, the researcher sum up that student found BBC Learning 

English to be an interesting, user-friendly, and vocabulary-building tool, 

especially in the areas of idiomatic expressions and phrasal verbs. 

The research by Ahmad and Qasim (2019) was a mixed-methods paper 

"Digital Learning Platforms and EFL Acquisition: The Case of BBC Learning 

English." They conducted research on EFL learners in Pakistan using surveys and 

semi-structured interviews. The researchers learned that multimedia-based 

teaching techniques resulted in students' higher motivation and vocabulary 

mastery, pronunciation, and comprehension got better, as well. 

What is more, from the above-cited research, the usage of BBC Learning 

English has been found to facilitate learners in vocabulary acquisition through 

authentic, multimedia-based input. In all the findings, it is emphasized that 

learners' exposure to real language through online media enhances their 

motivation, retention, and language proficiency. So, the present study is primarily 

involved with the investigation of the BBC Learning English influence as a 

learning medium for vocabulary learning at the junior high school level in 

Indonesia to provide local educational contexts with empirical evidence. Previous 

studies have demonstrated encouraging outcomes of the BBC Learning English; 
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however, most research focuses on university students or other contexts. Thus, 

there is little research at the junior high school level in Indonesian contexts such 

as MTS Bahrul Ulum Perak Jombang. Hence, this study aims to fill this gap by 

investigating the effectiveness of BBC Learning English on students’ vocabulary 

mastery among eighth-grade students at MTS Bahrul Ulum Perak Jombang 

through a quantitative approach using vocabulary tests as the research instrument. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This conclude the research methodology, including research design, time 

and location, research variables, population and sample, data sources, research 

instruments, validity and reliability, data collection techniques, and data analysis 

techniques. 

3.1  Research Design 

This study employs a quantitative quasi-experimental design using a pre-

test and post-test control group. This intent was selected to measure the influence 

of the independent variable which is BBC Learning English as a learning medium, 

on the dependent variable, students’ vocabulary mastery. According to Creswell 

(2014), quantitative research aims to determine the relationship between variables 

through statistical analysis and numerical data. 

The quasi-experimental approach grants the researcher to employ 

treatment to one group (the experimental group) while comparing the results with 

another group (the control group) that does not acquire the same treatment. This 

design is appropriate for educational settings where random assignment of 

participants is often impractical (Ary et al., 2018). 

Both groups received different treatments, as explained in the table below. 

Both groups received a pre-test and a post-test, but only one groups received a 

specific treatment called experimental treatment. 
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Table 3. 1 Research Design for Each Groups  

Control group Pre-test No treatment Post-test 

Experimental 

group 

Pre-test Experimental 

treatment 

Post-test 

           

3.2 Time and Location of the research 

This research conducted at MTS Bahrul Ulum Perak Jombang placed 

specifically in Perak, Jombang Regency. The researcher select this school was 

based on the author's preference and a recommendation received from the teacher 

during the teaching assistantship (asistensi mengajar). Based on the researcher 

experience, the use of online learning media was still minimal, which made this 

location appropriate for the study. 

The process of this research consist of three different main stages: pre-test, 

treatment, and post-test. The research conducted during the second semester of the 

2025/2026 academic year and take approximately six weeks, which included the 

initial observation and coordination with the school. 

The actual activities are explained in the table below as an 

acknowledgement for the research steps that will be carried out. 

Table 3. 2 Schedule of the Research 

No Activity Date 

1 Observation 1
st,  

April 2026 

2 Pre-test 6
th, 

April 2026 

3 Treatment 13
th, 

April 2026 – 25
th, 

May 2026 

4 Post-test  29
th, 

May 2026 
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3.3 Research Variable 

According to Ary, Jacobs, Sorensen, and Razavieh (2018), a variable is a 

characteristic or attribute of an individual, group, or situation that can be 

measured or observed and that varies among subjects in a study. In this research, 

the variables divided into two classifications, the independent and the dependent 

variable. 

3.3.1 Independent Variable 

The independent variable of this research is BBC Learning English as a 

learning medium. This refers to the use of BBC Learning English online materials 

such as videos, podcasts, interactive exercises, and articles as instructional tools to 

promote students’ learning of English vocabulary. 

3.3.2 Dependent Variable 

The dependent variable of this study is students’ vocabulary mastery, 

which is students’ ability to identify, comprehend, and appropriately use English 

words in various contexts. As defined by Schmitt (2010), vocabulary mastery 

includes both receptive knowledge and productive knowledge. 

3.4 Population and Sample   

3.4.1 Population  

Sugiyono (2017) states, population is a generalization area that consists of 

subjects or objects, which have certain qualities and attributes, and are determined 

by a researcher to be studied and then drawn conclusions from. Population of this 

study consists of all eighth grade students of MTS Bahrul Ulum Perak Jombang in 

the academic year 2025/2026, totaling approximately 330 students.  
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These students were chosen as a population since they had already been 

given the basics of the English language and were able to comprehend the 

vocabulary materials of the intermediate level.  

Furthermore, the eighth class was deemed suitable because the curriculum 

comprises vocabulary enrichment activities that are in line with the content 

provided by BBC Learning English. Thus, they are appropriate to be used as a 

sample in determining the digital media effect on vocabulary learning. 

3.4.2 Sample  

Sugiyono (2017) stated that a sample is a part of the population that has 

the same features as the whole population and is chosen to collect data from. Out 

of the 330 students, the sample was picked using purposive random sampling, 

where two classes were designated as the experimental and control groups. As an 

experimental design, pre-tests and post-tests were equally given to both groups 

while only one class was exposed to the treatment. Each group had a number of 

students close to 30, so the total number of participants was 60 students. 

3.5 Data sources  

Data collection for this study carried out to meet the requirements of the 

research. To accomplish the objective of the study, the researcher used pre-tests 

and post-tests as the main tools for gathering data. 

Moreover, the required secondary data that help the primary research 

needs were obtained from the official school documents, the institution's 

background, the books, journals, and other supporting articles. 
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3.6 Research Instrument 

The primary tool for gathering data in this research is a vocabulary test 

which is intended at evaluating the students' command of English vocabulary 

before and after the use of BBC Learning English as a learning medium. Such 

assessments are also recognized as Pre-test and Post-test. This educational tool 

will have 40 multiple-choice questions in total, with 20 each in the pre-test and 

post-test. The test is to evaluate students' comprehension of the meaning, form, 

and use of words in context. 

The vocabulary test is consisted of multiple-choice, which are derived 

from the BBC Learning English materials. The words in the test items have been 

chosen from those that are frequently used in the BBC Learning English podcasts 

and videos, thus, I ensure the relevance of the test content to the learning media 

used in this study. 

3.7 Validity and Reliability 

3.7.1 Validity  

Validation is an essential step in any research to confirm that the tools 

used are effectively measuring the intended aspects. Creswell (2012) defines 

validity as the extent to which the evidence and theory provide support for the 

interpretations of the test scores that are used to make certain conclusions. Here, a 

validation process will be performed to confirm that the vocabulary test and 

questionnaire items were not only relevant to the research objectives, but also 

appropriate for measuring the variables of BBC Learning English as a learning 

medium and vocabulary mastery. To evaluate validity, the researchers typically 
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employ SPSS or Excel; in this instance, the researchers opted for Excel along with 

the following formula: 

   
     (  )(  )

[     (  ) ][     (  ) ]
 

 

 

Description:  

RXY   = Correlation coefficient between variables X and Y 

N  = Number of Respondents 

∑x  = Total score of the items 

∑Y   = Sum of the total scores 

∑x2   = Sum of the squared scores of the items 

∑Y2   = Sum of the total scores for the squares of the items 

3.7.2 Reliability 

After the instruments went through the validation process, they were 

subjected to a reliability test. Reliability is understood as the extent to which the 

measurement results are gradually consistent over time with different samples. 

According to Brown (2004), reliability is "the extent to which a test yields 

consistent and stable results." 

Reliability tests are essentially about the constancy and trustworthiness of 

an instrument. Thus, the test's reliability will be higher the closer the scores are 

when students take the same test at different times. Reliability evaluations may 

also be done with the help of various statistical softwares, e.g., SPSS or Microsoft 
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Excel. The calculation/procedure is breaking down into the following two 

segments: 

1. Scale reliability 

Cronbach's Alpha formula is used in this study to measure the reability scale, 

as shown as below: 

    [
 

   
] [  

   
 

  
 ] 

 

Description : 

Rtt  = Instrument reliability coefficient (total test)  

k  = Number of valid questions 

∑s12   = Number of item variants 

  st2  = Variant of the total score  

Value of r count > r table 5 %, then the item is accepted. 

2. Test reliability 

    [
 

   
] [
      

  
] 

Description :  

     = test reliability 

  = Number of valid items 

   = variance score of total tests 

  = Proportion of subjects who answered the question correctly  

q  = Proportion of subjects who answered the question incorrectly 

∑pq  = Number of multiplication results between p and q 
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 Specifically, the KR-20 formula calculates the extent to which the scores 

are consistent by examining the variance and dichotomous nature (correct or 

incorrect) of responses on every item. A stronger reliability score derived from 

this formula confirms the dependability of the measurement instrument.  

Table 3. 3 The Classification of The Students Score 

Reliability Level of Reliability 

> 0.90 Very High 

0.80 – 0.90 High 

0.70 - 0.79 Reliable 

0.60 - 0.69 Minimally 

 

3.8 Data Collecting Technique  

Data collection is a systematic procedure utilized by the researcher to gain 

information related to the research variables. data collection involves the process 

of identifying and gathering relevant data from selected participants to answer the 

research questions and test the hypotheses. The data collection in this study 

conducted through three stages namely pre-test, treatment, and post-test. This 

procedure is commonly applied in quantitative research using a pre-experimental 

or quasi-experimental design to assess the effectiveness of a particular learning 

intervention.  

3.8.1 Pre-test  

Before starting the treatment, pre-test was given to know the students' 

initial vocabulary mastery. The pre-test had 20 vocabulary questions that covered 

multiple-choice and related to daily English topics. The test was intended to 
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measure the students' baseline knowledge of vocabulary before they got the 

chance to use BBC Learning English materials. 

3.8.2 Treatment 

Following the pre-test, the researcher carried out the treatment phase on 

the experimental group, which means the use of BBC Learning English as the 

main medium to teaching vocabulary. The treatment was fifteen meetings in 

duration, and each meeting lasted about 60 to 90 minutes. Through the sessions, 

students will familiarize themselves with different BBC Learning English 

materials like brief videos, engaging vocabulary lessons, and listening exercises. 

3.8.3 Post-test  

Trying to figure out the students' improvement in vocabulary mastery, a 

post-test given to the students. To a large extent, the post-test had the same types 

of questions and the same level of difficulty as the pre-test so that the results 

could be compared in a fair way. The amount by which the post-test scores 

exceeded the pre-test scores was used as an indicator of the extent to which BBC 

Learning English had a positive impact on the vocabulary growth of the students. 

During the treatment period, several distinct behavioral differences 

emerged between the two classes. The experimental group exhibited high 

enthusiasm and strong curiosity toward the materials presented through the BBC 

Learning English platform. Conversely, the control group did not display similar 

engagement, tending to exhibit a more monotonous learning atmosphere. These 

qualitative disparities in student engagement will serve as critical contextual 

factors when analyzing the statistical data in next chapter. 
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3.9 Data Analysis Technique 

Data analysis determines how the collected data interpreted to answer the 

research questions and test the hypotheses. The data analysis involves organizing, 

summarizing, and interpreting quantitative information in order to make sense of 

the data collected from the research instruments. The data analysis technique 

focuses on determining whether BBC Learning English significantly influences 

students’ vocabulary mastery. The collected data from the pre-test and post-test 

analyzed using statistical analysis. The analysis included several stages, namely 

normality test, homogeneity tests, and hypothesis testing using the t-test. 

3.9.1 Normality test 

The Kolmogorov-Smirnov or Shapiro-Wilk test was used to decide 

whether the data were normally distributed. The normality test data was done by 

SPPS version 22 with the following requirements:  if the result of normality test is 

more than > 0.05, it can be categorized that the distribution of the data is normal, 

but if result scores is less than < 0.05, the distribution of the data is abnormal.  

3.9.2 Homogeneity test  

The Levene’s Test for equality of variances was used to test data 

homogeneity. If the p-value (Sig.) >0.05, the data were deemed homogeneous. 

3.9.3 T-test  

After the normality and homogeneity assumptions were met, a T-test was applied 

to identify whether there was a crucial difference between the students’ vocabulary 

mastery before and after using BBC Learning English. This study used Independent 

Samples T-test with twos-tailed test of significance by using SPSS version 22. If the 

result shows Sig. (2-tailed) > sig α = 0.05 (5%), then the null hypothesis is accepted. But, 

if Sig. (2- tailed) < sig α = 0.05 (5%), then alternative hypothesis is accepted. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

This chapter presents the overall analysis of the data from pre-test, post-

test, validity test, reliability test, normality test, homogeneity test, and T-test  

4.1 Findings  

In this segment the researcher will explain the acquisition of data taken 

from two samples, namely the experimental and control classes, the data taken 

from these samples is the pre-test and post-test. 

4.1.1 Data Analysis of Pre-Test 

The researcher conducted a pre-test on April 6, this pre-test consisted of 

20 multiple choice questions, to answer them students were required to cross the 

correct choice according to the answer sheet. These pre-test questions were tested 

on two different samples which is the experimental class and the control class. 

The purpose of giving a pre-test is to test students' abilities and will 

become a reference for researchers before giving treatment to the experimental 

class, while the control class will continue teaching and learning activities as 

usual and not being given treatment like the experimental class. 

Table 4. 1 Pre-Test of the Experimental Class 

No. Initial Name Score 

1 AAM 70 

2 ADG 55 

3 AMF 45 

4 BA 70 

5 CSI 40 

6 DB 45 

7 DGA 30 

8 ESNA 35 

9 FI 55 

10 FE 55 
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11 GSB 50 

12 GNSP 30 

13 GR 35 

14 HP 35 

15 HA 55 

16 ICP 50 

17 IA 60 

18 ICH 75 

19 KM 45 

20 KOS 35 

21 MAP 55 

22 MAZ 30 

23 NA 45 

24 NPF 35 

25 SDD 60 

26 TA 80 

27 YCA 60 

28 ZAA 60 

29 ZNS 64 

30 ZS 55 

 total 1514 

 average score 50 

 

The results of the experimental class pre-test in table 4.1 above, shows the 

obtained data from a total of 30 experimental class students, the lowest score 

gained by students was 30, while the highest score obtained by students was 80. 

The students' total score was 1514, and the average score was 50. The distribution 

of students' scores is in the chart as follows: 
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Picture 4. 1 Chart of the Experimental Class Pre-Test 

 

The chart above shows student data based on the range of scores obtained 

from lowest to highest. Starting from the lowest value range, namely 30-39, there 

are 8 students with this value, then there are 5 students in the 40-49 value range, 8 

students in the 50-59 value range, 5 students in the 60-69 value range, 3 students 

in the 70-79 value range, and 1 student in the highest value range, namely 80-89. 

Descriptive statistical data obtained from SPSS is as follows: 

Picture 4. 2 Descriptive Statistic from Experimental Class Pre-Test 

 

Picture 4.2 above shows data from descriptive statistics obtained from 

SPSS. From this data, an average value of 50.467 was obtained and the std 

deviation was 13.8, so the data is good quality data because the std deviation 
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value is smaller than the average value. The next data is pre-test data from the 

control class. 

Table 4. 2 Pre-Test of Control Class 

no  initial name Score 

1 AAQ 60 

2 AB 55 

3 ADP 40 

4 AFS 50 

5 AJK 35 

6 AL 30 

7 AMT 70 

8 AQ 80 

9 AR 30 

10 BNY 55 

11 BI 55 

12 CAR  75 

13 DRT 65 

14 EKM 35 

15 GAA 45 

16 GP 55 

17 KAP 30 

18 KR 45 

19 MAT 60 

20 MT 50 

21 MFH 55 

22 PA 35 

23 RE 45 

24 SAA 30 

25 SRA 70 

26 SZN 80 

27 TH 75 

28 XPH 60 

29 YAA 55 

30 YAH 35 

 
total score 1559 

 
Average 52 
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According to data gained from control class pre-test in table 4.2 above, the 

results obtained are that from a total of 30 control class students, the lowest score 

received by students was 30, while the highest score obtained by students was 80. 

The students' total score was 1559, and the average score was 52. The distribution 

of students' scores is in the chart as follows:  

Picture 4. 3 Chart of the Control Class Pre-Test  
 

 

The chart above shows student data based on the range of scores obtained 

from bottom to top. Starting from the lowest value range, namely 30-39, there are 

9 students with this value, then there are 4 students in the 40-49 value range, 8 

students in the 50-59 value range, 4 students in the 60-69 value range, 3 students 

in the 70-79 value range, and 2 student in the highest value range, namely 80-89. 

Descriptive statistical data obtained from SPSS is as follows: 
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Picture 4. 4 Descriptive Statistic from Experimental Class Pre-Test 

 

Picture 4.4 above shows data from descriptive statistics obtained from 

SPSS. From this data, an average value of 51.97 was obtained and the std 

deviation was 15.597, so the data is good quality data because the std deviation 

value is smaller than the average value. 

4.1.2 Data Analysis of Post-Test 

The data from this post-test was taken after giving treatment to the 

experimental class, but the two classes, namely the experimental class and the 

control class, both still received the post-test even though the control class is not 

received treatment like the control class. 

This post-test data collection was carried out on the 29th of May after 

carrying out a series of treatments. The questions tested are virtually identical 

from the pre-test questions, namely 20 multiple choice questions with a duration 

of 40 minutes. Students are required to cross the answers that they feel are correct. 

Data from the post test is as follows: 

Table 4. 3 Post-Test of Experimental Class 

No. Initial Name Score 

1 AAM 80 

2 ADG 60 

3 AMF 75 

4 BA 95 

5 CSI 75 

6 DB 75 
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7 DGA 85 

8 ESNA 70 

9 FI 75 

10 FE 80 

11 GSB 75 

12 GNSP 55 

13 GR 85 

14 HP 65 

15 HA 70 

16 ICP 70 

17 IA 80 

18 ICH 80 

19 KM 70 

20 KOS 75 

21 MAP 90 

22 MAZ 65 

23 NA 60 

24 NPF 55 

25 SDD 75 

26 TA 100 

27 YCA 90 

28 ZAA 75 

29 ZNS 80 

30 ZS 75 

 total 2260 

 average score 75 

 

According to the results of the experimental class post-test in table 4.3 

above, the results obtained are that from a total of 30 experimental class students, 

the least score obtained by students was 55, while the uppermost score obtained 

by students was 100. The students' total score was 2260, and the average score 

was 75. The distribution of students' scores is in the chart as follows: 
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Picture 4. 5 Chart of the Experimental Class Post-Test 

 

The chart above shows student data based on the range of scores obtained 

from lowest to highest. Starting from the lowest value range, namely 50-59, there 

are 2 students with this value, then there are 4 students in the 60-69 value range, 

13 students in the 70-79 value range, 7 students in the 80-89 value range, 3 

students in the 90-99 value range, and 1 student in the highest value range which 

is 100. Descriptive statistical data obtained from SPSS is as follows: 

Picture 4. 6 Descriptive Statistic from Experimental Class Post-Test 

 
Picture 4.6 above shows data from descriptive statistics obtained from 

SPSS. From this data, an average value of 75.33 was obtained and the std 

deviation was 10.743, so the data is good quality data because the std deviation 

value is smaller than the average value. 



38 
 

Table 4. 4 Post-Test of Control Class 

no initial name Score 

1 AAQ 70 

2 AB 70 

3 ADP 80 

4 AFS 55 

5 AJK 60 

6 AL 80 

7 AMT 75 

8 AQ 65 

9 AR 55 

10 BNY 60 

11 BI 70 

12 CAR 75 

13 DRT 75 

14 EKM 55 

15 GAA 75 

16 GP 80 

17 KAP 70 

18 KR 45 

19 MAT 75 

20 MT 60 

21 MFH 85 

22 PA 60 

23 RE 60 

24 SAA 95 

25 SRA 75 

26 SZN 75 

27 TH 75 

28 XPH 80 

29 YAA 65 

30 YAH 70 

 

total score 2090 

 

Average 69 

 

According to the results of the control class post-test in table 4.4 above, 

the results obtained are that from a total of 30 experimental class students, the 

least score gained by students was 45, while the highest score obtained by 
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students was 95. The students' total score was 2090, and the average score was 69. 

The distribution of students' scores is in the chart as below: 

Picture 4. 7 Chart of the Control Class Post-Test 

 

 

The chart above shows student data based on the range of scores obtained 

from lowest to highest. Starting from the lowest value range which is 40-49, there 

is 1 student with this value, then there are 5 students in the 50-59 value range, 7 

students in the 60-69 value range, 12 students in the 70-79 value range, 4 students 

in the 80-89 value range, and 1 student in the highest value range which is 90-100. 

Descriptive statistical data obtained from SPSS is as follows: 

Picture 4. 8 Descriptive Statistic from Control Class Post-Test 

 
Picture 4.8 above shows data from descriptive statistics obtained from 

SPSS. From this data, an average value of 69.67 was obtained and the std 
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deviation was 10.662, so the data is good quality data because the std deviation 

value is smaller than the average value. 

4.1.3 Students Achievement in Vocabulary Mastery Before and After Using 

BBC Learning English 

Table 4. 5 Result Pre-Test and Post-Test of the Experimental Class 

no  initial name pre- test post-test description 

1 AAM 70 80 increase 

2 ADG 55 60 increase 

3 AMF 45 75 increase 

4 BA 70 95 increase 

5 CSI 40 75 increase 

6 DB 45 75 Increase 

7 DGA 30 85 Increase 

8 ESNA 35 70 Increase 

9 FI 55 75 Increase 

10 FE 55 80 Increase 

11 GSB 50 75 Increase 

12 GNSP 30 55 Increase 

13 GR 35 85 Increase 

14 HP 35 65 Increase 

15 HA 55 70 Increase 

16 ICP 50 70 Increase 

17 IA 60 80 Increase 

18 ICH 75 80 Increase 

19 KM 45 70 Increase 

20 KOS 35 75 Increase 

21 MAP 55 90 Increase 

22 MAZ 30 65 Increase 

23 NA 45 60 Increase 

24 NPF 35 55 Increase 

25 SDD 60 75 Increase 

26 TA 80 100 Increase 

27 YCA 60 90 Increase 

28 ZAA 60 75 Increase 

29 ZNS 64 80 Increase 

30 ZS 55 75 Increase 
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total score 1514 2260 
increase 

Average 50 75 

 

The table above shows data from the pre-test and post-test results of the 

experimental class. The pre-test was carried out before giving treatment to the 

experimental class. The table above indicated that the results of the total score 

obtained by students experienced an increase. On the other hand, the average 

score obtained by students was 25 points different after giving treatment. In other 

words, this experimental class experienced an increase in scores, but this cannot 

be the basis that the use of BBC Learning English can be said to be effective 

before carrying out the T-test. 

 

Table 4. 6 Result Pre-Test and Post-Test of the Control Class 

no  initial name pre- test post-test Description 

1 AAQ 60 70 Increase 

2 AB 55 70 Increase 

3 ADP 40 80 Increase 

4 AFS 50 55 Increase 

5 AJK 35 60 Increase 

6 AL 30 80 Increase 

7 AMT 70 75 Increase 

8 AQ 80 65 Decrease 

9 AR 30 55 Increase 

10 BNY 55 60 Increase 

11 BI 55 70 Increase 

12 CAR  75 75  - 

13 DRT 65 75 Increase 

14 EKM 35 55 Increase 

15 GAA 45 75 Increase 

16 GP 55 80 Increase 

17 KAP 30 70 Increase 

18 KR 45 45  - 
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19 MAT 60 75 Increase 

20 MT 50 60 Increase 

21 MFH 55 85 Increase 

22 PA 35 60 Increase 

23 RE 45 60 Increase 

24 SAA 30 95 Increase 

25 SRA 70 75 Increase 

26 SZN 80 75 Decrease 

27 TH 75 75  - 

28 XPH 60 80 Increase 

29 YCA 55 65 Increase 

30 YAH 35 70 Increase 

total score 1560 2090 
Increase 

average 52 69 

 

The table above presents the pre-test and post-test data of the control class. 

While the pre-test was conducted before implementing the treatment in the 

experimental class, the control class did not receive any specialized intervention. 

Based on the data, the students' final scores showed an upward trend. However, 

the average score post-assessment only reflected a 17-point increase, which is 

considerably lower than the average gains achieved by the experimental group. In 

other words, although the control class experienced a marginal improvement, it is 

critical to underline that several students' scores stagnated or even decreased 

during the post-test. 

This decline and lack of improvement can be attributed to several 

pedagogical factors, primarily the unengaging and monotonous classroom 

environment during the sessions. Throughout the observation period, multiple 

students in the control class were observed falling asleep, engaging in off-task 

behaviors, or completely ignoring the lesson. Although the teacher consistently 
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attempted to manage the classroom dynamics and regain the students' attention, 

these disciplinary adjustments were only temporarily effective. 

4.1.4 Result of Validity Testing 

The validity test is carried out with the aim of measuring whether the 

questions being tested are suitable for use for pre-test and post-test by testing 

directly on students and asking for validation from the lecturer concerned. For 

direct testing, students are given 60 validity questions with two meetings. In each 

meeting, 30 questions are tested on 30 students at the same level and are not 

included in the experimental class or control class. 

The researcher used Microsoft Excel to process the data obtained using the 

CORREL formula and other supporting formulas, the results obtained were as 

follows:  

Picture 4. 9 Validity Testing Data 
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The data above is the result of a validity test. The questions on the test are 

considered to be valid if r count > r table. From the 60 data questions tested, there 

are 52 valid questions, while the invalid questions include numbers 2, 6, 7, 10, 13, 

21, 46, and 53. Researchers only use 40 of the 52 valid questions in this test. 

 



45 
 

4.1.5 Reliability Test Result 

The reliability test is carried out after the validity test. The purpose of this 

test is to measure the consistency of the questions that have been validated in the 

validity test. Researchers used SPSS 22 and got the following results: 

Picture 4. 10 Data of the Reliability Testing 

 

Derived from the results of the analysis in the Reliability Statistics table, 

the Cronbach's Alpha value obtained was 0.932. This value is then compared with 

the standard reliability significance of 0.60. Because the value 0.932>0.60, it can 

be concluded that all 52 instrument items in this study were declared reliable with 

a very high level of consistency. Thus, this instrument is suited for use as a data 

collection tool in research. 

4.1.6 Normality Test Result 

After meeting the criteria for the required data, the normality test is 

performed. Its purpose is to assess whether variance data between the experiment 
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and control classes are equal or the same. SPSS 22 was used to perform the 

normality test and the results were as follows: 

Picture 4. 11 Data of the Normality Testing 

 

From the Shapiro-Wilk normality test result in the table above, all of the 

variables of the research data which is pre-test and post-test values from 

experimental and control classes, each have a significance value (Sig.) that is 

more than 0.05 (Sig.>0.05). Because of this, all of the data of this study are 

normally distributed. Since the assumptions of normality have been fulfilled, 

analysis of data can be continued through parametric statistics. 

4.1.7 Homogeneity Test Result 

After using a normality test to make sure all the data is normally 

distributed, the next step is analyzing the data using a homogeneity test. The point 

of a homogeneity test is to determine whether the variance of data from two or 

more groups is homogeneous (same) or heterogeneous (different). In this study, 

the homogeneity test was done on the pre-test scores to check whether the initial 

abilities of students in the experimental and control groups were equivalent or if 
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they had the same starting point before being given the treatment. The criteria for 

determining a decision in Levene's Test-based homogeneity test is if the 

Significance value (Sig.) is > 0.05, then the variance of the data can be considered 

homogeneous. 

Picture 4. 12 Data of the Homogeneity Testing 

 

Based on the SPSS output table above, the main reference used is the 

significance value in the Based on Mean row. It is known that the significance 

value (Sig.) for the pre-test learning outcome score is 0.513. Because the 

significance value is greater than the specified significance level (0.513>0.05), it 

can be concluded that the variance of the pre-test data between the experimental 

class and the control class is homogeneous (same/equivalent). By fulfilling the 

two prerequisite assumptions for analysis, namely the data is normally distributed 

and has a homogeneous variance, then the absolute prerequisites for conducting 

hypothesis testing using parametric statistics (T-Test) have been fully fulfilled. 

4.1.8 T-Test Result 

Hypothesis testing is the next required step once all the data analysis pre-

requisite tests have been passed (the data is normally distributed and the variance 



48 
 

is homogeneous). Parametric statistical analysis has been used for the hypothesis 

testing of this study, to be more specific, the Independent Samples T-Test on the 

post-test scores of the groups. The test is conducted to find out if there is any 

difference between the learning outcomes of the two groups, one being the 

experimental group (uses digital media) and the other the control group. 

The criteria of the independent Samples T-Test is as follows: 

1. If the Sig value. (2-tailed) < 0.05, then H0 is rejected and Ha is accepted, 

which means there is a significant difference in learning outcomes 

between the experimental class and the control class. 

2. If the Sig value. (2-tailed) > 0.05, then H0 is accepted and Ha is rejected, 

which means there is no significant difference in learning outcomes 

between the experimental class and the control class. 

Based on the SPSS output results in the Independent Samples Test table, 

the analysis steps are carried out as follows: 

Picture 4. 13 Data of the T-Test Result 

 

Referring to the output table above, it is found that the value of the 

coefficient of significance Sig. (2-tailed) is 0.045. This significance value is less 
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than the predetermined significance level (0.045<0.05). In accordance with the 

criteria of the T-Test result, H0 is rejected and Ha is accepted. 

Thus, there is a significant difference in student learning outcomes 

between the experimental group and the control group. Besides, the Mean 

Difference value of 5.667 also indicates that there is an increase in the average 

post-test score of the experimental group. This confirms that the use of BBC 

Learning English implemented in the experimental group is significantly more 

effective in enhancing students' learning outcomes (vocabulary mastery) than the 

conventional methods in the control group. 

4.2 Discussion  

The objective of this research is to find out if BBC Learning English as a 

media can bring significant different to student's vocabulary mastery. Based on 

the analysis of the statistic data in chapter IV, it can be concluded that there is a 

significant difference between the students who were taught with BBC Learning 

English as the experiment group compared to those who were taught through 

regular method as the control group.  

In order to employ statistical analysis properly, a set of preliminary tests 

were conducted in sequence. Firstly, a Shapiro-Wilk normality test demonstrated 

that not a single data set, which consisted of the pre-test and post-test scores for 

both the experimental and control groups, failed the normal distribution; in fact, 

all of them returned a significance (Sig.) value more than 0.05 (Sig. > 0.05). 

Secondly, a homogeneity test carried out with the help of Levene's test of equality 

of variances showed that the pre-test data variances between the two classes were 
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equal with significance value 0.513 > 0.05, This way it was established that both 

groups were at a similar baseline level of vocabulary knowledge before the 

treatment. 

After checking that the data fulfilled the statistical assumptions, the 

hypothesis was tested by Independent Samples T-Test using the post-test scores. 

The result was a t-value of 2.051 and a 2-tailed significance (Sig.) value of 0.045. 

Because the significance is less than the standard alpha level (0.045<0.05), the 

null hypothesis (H0) is rejected here, and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is 

accepted instead. This finding strongly confirms that the use of BBC Learning 

English is very effective in helping students to quite a bit improve their 

vocabulary knowledge in English. And, a positive Mean Difference of 5.667 

shows that the experimental group, on average, performed better than the control 

group in the final examination. 

The success of implementing BBC Learning English in this study gives 

solid evidence in favour of the theoretical structure put forward by Richards 

(2015) on vocabulary mastery. Richards says that mastering vocabulary means 

you don't just translate a list of isolated words, but you must have a combined 

knowledge of word form, meaning and contextual use. Methods that have been 

used traditionally in schools have often forced students into memorizing things 

without understanding, which limits them doing deep thinking. However, BBC 

Learning English offers real life authentic audio-visual content and real 

conversations from everyday life. Such exposure gives students the chance to see 

how a word is pronounced naturally and how it is used in the correct sentence 
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structure. This result supports the idea of Nation (2013) who said that memory of 

new words will be greatly enhanced when the words are met in the 

communication situations rich in meaning and context, not through dull 

mechanical practice. 

Apart from mechanically increasing test scores, the use of this media also 

changes students' perspective on the learning process. This is closely related to 

survey-based quantitative research by Ali (2023), which states that students view 

BBC Learning English as an interesting tool, easy to use (user-friendly), and very 

helpful in building a new vocabulary base. The interactive and user-friendly 

characteristics of this application are a crucial factor in preventing eighth grade 

students at the research school from feeling bored. Through an attractive interface, 

students can learn linguistic aspects independently without excessive 

psychological pressure. 

Besides, the motivation and progress of the students in academic 

performance in this research supports the notion of Ahmad and Qasim (2019). 

They used a mixed methods approach and discovered that the teaching techniques 

based on multimedia had produced a lot higher levels of students' motivation to 

learn and that students' vocabulary mastery, pronunciation and comprehension 

were directly impacted. The use of multimedia elements that mix text, audio and 

visuals in BBC Learning English have been quite effective in lowering students' 

learning anxieties in the experimental class. As students' motivation rises, their 

cognitive barriers will shrink, This way long-term memory can more easily store 

the English words that they have just learned. 
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The important point that differentiates and makes the main contribution of 

this research is the placement of the context at the secondary school level. As 

identified in the theoretical bridge in Chapter II, the majority of previous research 

on BBC Learning English has taken university students or adult learners as 

subjects. There is still very little empirical evidence that tests the effectiveness of 

this media at the primary or secondary education level in Indonesia, especially in 

the madrasah tsanawiyah environment. The positive results of this research in 

eighth grade succeeded in filling this gap, providing valid local evidence that 

BBC Learning English is not only effective for advanced learners (students), but 

is also very adaptive and applicable for increasing students' vocabulary mastery at 

secondary school. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

This final chapter will include conclusions from the results obtained and 

also suggestions for teachers and future researchers. 

5.1 Conclusion  

Based on the research findings and discussion presented in Chapter IV, it 

can be concluded that the use of the BBC Learning English application is 

significantly effective in improving the vocabulary mastery of eighth-grade 

students at MTS Bahrul Ulum Perak Jombang.  

This conclusion is supported by the results of the statistical analysis using 

the Independent Samples T-Test on the post-test scores of both groups. The 

analysis yielded a 2-tailed significance value (Sig.) of 0.045, which is lower than 

the standard significance level (0.045<0.05). Consequently, the null hypothesis 

(H0) is successfully rejected, and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted. 

Furthermore, the positive Mean Difference of 5.667 demonstrates that the students 

who were taught using BBC Learning English (experimental group) achieved a 

higher average vocabulary score compared to those who were taught using 

conventional methods (control group). 

The method of teaching by using genuine audio-visual materials that are at 

the context of the vocabulary exercises and stigmatizing these vocabulary items 

through the use of interactive features in BBC Learning English have really 

changed the way students learn new words making it vibrant and interesting. This 
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approach got the students to step out of just memorizing words and helped them to 

grasp the usage, pronunciation and different forms of the words in actual 

communication contexts. As a result, their vocabulary was not only improved but 

also retained at a higher level. 

 

5.2 Suggestion 

In line with the results of the discussion and conclusions that have been 

outlined, there are suggestions for both teachers and future researchers to make it 

a good research. 

5.2.1 For English Teacher  

English teachers, In particular those who teach junior high school learners, 

are strongly advised to use digital English language media like BBC Learning 

English in their lesson plans. Making the best use of mobile-assisted language 

learning tools is an engaging way to launch a more innovative, contextualized, 

and less stressful environment for learning that leads to an excellent vocabulary 

development of students. 

5.2.2 For Students 

Apart from classroom activities, students must make full gesture of digital 

resources like BBC Learning English to complement their independent study 

efforts. Steady and solitary contact with the APP's multimedia aspects will aid 



55 
 

developing word power, perfecting pronunciation, and offering the practice of 

English in a more interactive, self-paced way. 

5.2.3 For Future Researcher 

Advice to future researchers who are interested in media based learning or 

anything related to technology is to expand the scope of their research. not only 

focused on vocabulary but can be used for other English language skills or 

provide longer treatment time and provide limitations on the technical use of BBC 

Learning English if necessary. 
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