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“Discourse is not just a way of representing the world, it is a way of

reconstituting it”
(Norman Fairclough, 2001, p. 234)
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ABSTRACT

Khonsa, Nabila Nur (2025), “Political Discourse on #AllEyesOnRafah News
in Arabic Newspapers: Corpus-Assisted Critical Discourse
Analysis.” Thesis, Master of Arabic Language and Literature,
Postgraduate School, Maulana Malik Ibrahim State Islamic
University Malang. Supervisors: Dr. Abdul Basid, S.S., M.Pd, Dr.
Abdul Muntaqim Al Anshory, S.Hum., M.Pd

Keywords: Political Discourse, #AllEyesOnRafah, Corpus-Assisted Critical

Discourse Analysis

The globally viral #AllEyesOnRafah hashtag phenomenon has not only become
a symbol of solidarity with Palestine, but also opened a space for ideological debate
in the international media. News media plays a crucial role in shaping political
discourse, by constructing social reality through non-neutral language. This study
aims to reveal how two Arabic-language media, Aljazeera Arabic and CNN Arabic,
shape the coverage of #AllEyesOnRafah in terms of political discourse using Norman
Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis theory which consists of three dimensions:
textual, discourse, and social practice. In the textual dimension, a corpus linguistic
approach is used as data amplification through AntConc software with features of
word frequency, collocation, and concordance.

The results show that in the textual dimension, Aljazeera Arabic builds a
political discourse of resistance to Israeli occupation in favour of the Palestinian
cause, by highlighting Israel as the aggressor and Hamas as the resistance party, while
CNN Arabic frames the conflict as a diplomatic issue that stresses the importance of
political and humanitarian solutions, with a narrative that seems neutral but inserts
a defence of Israel. In the discourse dimension, Aljazeera Arabic is more active in the
production and distribution of texts and building public solidarity through social
media, while CNN Arabic tends to focus on quoting international figures and official
institutions. In the social practice dimension, Aljazeera Arabic represents the
discourse of resistance to modern colonialism, while CNN Arabic builds a discourse
of perpetuating power through the narrative of global diplomacy, where the discourse
construction of each media is inseparable from the influence of the institutions that
house the two media.

This research shows how media shape political discourse through ideological
language construction. A comparison of Aljazeera Arabic and CNN Arabic in reporting
#AllEyesOnRafah reveals that the choice of diction and narrative reflects their
respective ideological positions. The combination of critical discourse analysis and
corpus linguistics approaches strengthens the analysis of media bias and media
tendencies towards one of the parties involved in the news, and exposes narratives
that appear neutral but actually function as a tool to perpetuate global power.



ABSTRAK

Khonsa, Nabila Nur (2025), “Wacana Politik pada Pemberitaan
#AllEyesOnRafah di Koran Arab: Analisis Wacana Kritis Berbasis
Korpus.” Tesis, Magister Bahasa dan Sastra Arab, Fakultas
Pascasarjana, Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim
Malang. Dosen Pembimbing: Dr. Abdul Basid, S.S., M.Pd, Dr. Abdul
Muntaqim Al Anshory, S.Hum., M.Pd

Kata Kunci: Wacana Politik, #AllEyesOnRafah, Analisis Wacana Kritis Berbasis

Korpus

Fenomena hashtag #AllEyesOnRafah yang viral secara global tidak hanya
menjadi simbol solidaritas terhadap Palestina, tetapi juga membuka ruang
perdebatan ideologis dalam media internasional. Media berita memainkan peran
krusial dalam membentuk wacana politik, dengan mengonstruksi realitas sosial
melalui bahasa yang tidak netral. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengungkap
bagaimana dua media berbahasa Arab, Aljazeera Arabic dan CNN Arabic, membentuk
pemberitaan #AllEyesOnRafah dalam sudut pandang wacana politik menggunakan
teori Analisis Wacana Kritis Norman Fairclough yang terdiri atas tiga dimensi:
tekstual, diskursus, dan praktik sosial. Pada dimensi tekstual, pendekatan linguistik
korpus digunakan sebagai penguat data melalui perangkat lunak AntConc dengan
fitur frekuensi kata, kolokasi, dan konkordansi.

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa dalam dimensi tekstual Aljazeera Arabic
membangun wacana politik perlawanan terhadap penjajahan Israel yang berpihak
pada perjuangan Palestina, dengan menonjolkan Israel sebagai agresor dan Hamas
sebagai pihak perlawanan, sementara CNN Arabic membingkai konflik sebagai isu
diplomatik yang menekankan pentingnya solusi politik dan kemanusiaan, dengan
narasi yang terkesan netral namun menyisipkan pembelaan terhadap Israel. Dalam
dimensi diskursus, Aljazeera Arabic lebih aktif dalam produksi dan distribusi teks
serta membangun solidaritas publik melalui media sosial, sedangkan CNN Arabic
cenderung fokus pada kutipan tokoh-tokoh internasional dan institusi resmi. Pada
dimensi praktik sosial, Aljazeera Arabic merepresentasikan wacana perlawanan
terhadap kolonialisme modern, sementara CNN Arabic membangun wacana
pelanggengan kekuasaan melalui narasi diplomasi global, di mana konstruksi wacana
dari masing-masing media tidak terlepas dari pengaruh institusi yang menaungi
kedua media tersebut.

Penelitian ini menunjukkan bagaimana media membentuk wacana politik
melalui konstruksi bahasa yang ideologis. Perbandingan Aljazeera Arabic dan CNN
Arabic dalam pemberitaan #AllEyesOnRafah mengungkap bahwa pilihan diksi dan
narasi mencerminkan posisi ideologis masing-masing. Kombinasi pendekatan
analisis wacana Kkritis dan linguistik korpus memperkuat analisis terhadap bias media
maupun kecenderungan media terhadap salah satu pihak yang terlibat dalam
pemberitaan, serta membongkar narasi yang tampak netral namun sebenarnya
berfungsi sebagai alat pelanggeng kekuasaan global.
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International ~ Journal of English  Linguistics 10, no. 6 (2020): 195,
https://doi.org/10.5539/ijel.v10n6p195.

15 Norman Fairclough, “Critical Discourse Analysis,” in The Routledge handbook of discourse
analysis., 2018, 9-34.
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16 Yenny Karlina, “Corpus-Assisted Discourse Study (Cads): Women With Disabilities in
Kompas.Com’S News Reporting,” RETORIKA: Jurnal Bahasa, Sastra, dan Pengajarannya 16, no.
2 (2023): 160-71, https://doi.org/10.26858 /retorika.v16i2.45222.
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17 Duaa Tabaza dan Zahara Mustafa-Awad, “Within and Beyond Stereotypes of Arab Women:
A Corpus-based Approach to Jordanian Women'’s Portrayal in English Digital News,” Journal of
International Women'’s Studies 23, no. 1 (2022).

18 Devi Ambarwati Puspitasari dan Bayu Permana Sukma, “Memotret Hoaks Covid-19 di Awal
Pandemi Melalui Analisis Wacana Berbasis Linguistik Korpus,” Ranah: Jurnal Kajian Bahasa
11, no. 2 (2022): 243, https://doi.org/10.26499 /rnh.v11i2.5152.
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19 Astri Wijayanti dan Aprillia Firmonasari, “Pemberitaan penganiayaan David Ozora pada
media Kompas.com: analisis wacana berbasis korpus,” Diglosia: Jurnal Kajian Bahasa, Sastra,
dan Pengajarannya 6, no. 4 (2023): 1125-36, https://doi.org/10.30872 /diglosia.v6i4.793.

20 Elektra Aulia Maharani, Wagiati, dan Nani Darmayanti, “Representasi Peristiwa dan Aktor
dalam Kasus Ferdy Sambo pada Koran Tempo: Analisis Wacana Kritis Berbasis Korpus,”
Literasi: Jurnal 14, no. 1 (2024): 360-74,
https://journal.unpas.ac.id/index.php/literasi/article /view/11345.
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21 Kitishat, Kayed, dan Al-Ajalein, “A Corpus-Assisted Critical Discourse Analysis of the Syrian
Refugee Crisis in Jordanian Newspapers.”

22 Tawffeek A.S. Mohammed, Felix Banda, dan Mahmoud Patel, “The Topoi of Mandela’s Death
in the Arabic Speaking Media: A Corpus-Based Political Discourse Analysis,” Frontiers in
Communication 7, no. April (2022): 1-15, https://doi.org/10.3389/fcomm.2022.849748.
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23 Muchamad Sholakhuddin Al Fajri, Hajar Abdul Rahim, dan Kumaran Rajandran, “A Corpus-
Assisted Discourse Study on the Construction of ‘Obesity’ in Indonesian News Media,” Studies
in  English  Language  and  Education 10, mno. 3  (2023): 1467-84,
https://doi.org/10.24815/siele.v10i3.28822.

24 Mei Yang dan Ziwei Wang, “A corpus-based discourse analysis of China’s national image
constructed by environmental news in The New York Times,” Humanities and Social Sciences
Communications 10, no. 1 (1 Desember 2023): 1-12, https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-023-
02052-8.
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25 Ke Zhang et al., “Discursive representations of sexual minorities in China’s English-language
news media: a corpus-based study,” Humanities and Social Sciences Communications 10, no. 1

(2023): 1-11, https://doi.org/10.1057 /s41599-023-02301-w.

26 Dongping Wang dan Siping Liang, “Discourse construction of Chinese modernization from
the perspective of Malaysian media,” Humanities and Social Sciences Communications 11, no. 1

(2024): 1-12, https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-024-03152-9.

V¢

)

AY



o Lmslpnh ) el 1dST el ad) ol deley U a0 Ysls
SVolad) J5s

bles (3 a3 ey dysedl BT (YYY) el L ) Y
O "asall Gl e S guad ol L Tl S Yliey
Mg wbles 3 Al Yy &jedl SNl G C ) s
el Yoy ale ) Yoew ale e LWV jlay (gaed) o)l
ClliaVly oMl Jom ehs O sl Clladkl | g 4 salll 454l
sy ddl Lpatsians @) aplbdl Slaglio) Jo spll bl
Eomd) 5 o ygbly A Y Ll il (3 0 dgmy e B2
RIS hd sy gaad e pelad) el 1) ptsiand W) Of
SR Bl Bl A Sl Al s Jduy U st

Lils o) (Y0¥ E) alugy (oosl el cal (@l Ly, 0L N 8
Sag "l Lol Blay @ asall eadl e S Ot
Floy e gl Bl Jo @ Olad) L1 > et U] ol s
Bs) 9 seedl il Sl ) sl slem Yl ol
Cladly el Lolsdl olGs W2 Cll plasnl dvld
el qe 3R ITVARY e it dsgesl Jo S (uadl
Yoo b Yy Al YOV esST Ve e sl JMs#MeToo
Wle oda M5 a jsgad) 28 drg Y al ol s gl

J.‘« Qj)JL; f‘iﬁ: @M OP LE &9 .W}.«U}“ dw M\

27 Nadia Abdul Ghani dan Muhammad Sabboor Hussain, “Application of Fairclough’s Model on
Joe Biden'’s Victory Speech: Corpus Assisted Analysis of New US Vision Versus World Voices,”
Psychology and Education 58, no. 2 (2021): 10168-81, www.psychologyandeducation.net.

28 Linda S. Al-Abbas, “Syria-Israel Relations in Al-Assad’s Speeches and Interviews: A Corpus-
Assisted Critical Discourse Study,” Theory and Practice in Language Studies 12, no. 2 (2022):
292-303, https://doi.org/10.17507 /tpls.1202.10.
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29 Dian Rousta Febryanti, Ibnu Hamad, dan Udi Rusadi, “Pemetaan Wacana Berbasis Korpus di
Media Sosial,” Jurnal IImu Komunikasi 21, no. 1 (2024): 1-18,
https://doi.org/10.24002/jik.v21i1.6452.

30 Tabaza dan Mustafa-Awad, “Within and Beyond Stereotypes of Arab Women: A Corpus-
based Approach to Jordanian Women'’s Portrayal in English Digital News”; Karlina, “Corpus-
Assisted Discourse Study (Cads): Women With Disabilities in Kompas.Com’S News Reporting.”
31 Puspitasari dan Sukma, “Memotret Hoaks Covid-19 di Awal Pandemi Melalui Analisis
Wacana Berbasis Linguistik Korpus”; Wijayanti dan Firmonasari, “Pemberitaan penganiayaan
David Ozora pada media Kompas.com: analisis wacana berbasis korpus”; Maharani, Wagiati,
dan Darmayanti, “Representasi Peristiwa dan Aktor dalam Kasus Ferdy Sambo pada Koran
Tempo: Analisis Wacana Kritis Berbasis Korpus.”

3z Kitishat, Kayed, dan Al-Ajalein, “A Corpus-Assisted Critical Discourse Analysis of the Syrian
Refugee Crisis in Jordanian Newspapers.”

33 Mohammed, Banda, dan Patel, “The Topoi of Mandela’s Death in the Arabic Speaking Media:
A Corpus-Based Political Discourse Analysis”; Ghani dan Hussain, “Application of Fairclough'’s
Model on Joe Biden's Victory Speech: Corpus Assisted Analysis of New US Vision Versus World
Voices”; Al-Abbas, “Syria-Israel Relations in Al-Assad’s Speeches and Interviews: A Corpus-
Assisted Critical Discourse Study.”

34 Fajri, Rahim, dan Rajandran, “A Corpus-Assisted Discourse Study on the Construction of
‘Obesity’ in Indonesian News Media”; Yang dan Wang, “A corpus-based discourse analysis of
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214 Tabaza dan Mustafa-Awad, “Within and Beyond Stereotypes of Arab Women: A Corpus-

based Approach to Jordanian Women’s Portrayal in English Digital News.”

215 Mohammed, Banda, dan Patel, “The Topoi of Mandela’s Death in the Arabic Speaking Media:

A Corpus-Based Political Discourse Analysis.”

216 Wijayanti dan Firmonasari, “Pemberitaan penganiayaan David Ozora pada media

Kompas.com: analisis wacana berbasis korpus.”

217 Kitishat, Kayed, dan Al-Ajalein, “A Corpus-Assisted Critical Discourse Analysis of the Syrian

Refugee Crisis in Jordanian Newspapers.”

218 Fajri, Rahim, dan Rajandran, “A Corpus-Assisted Discourse Study on the Construction of

‘Obesity’ in Indonesian News Media.”

219 Yang dan Wang, “A corpus-based discourse analysis of China’s national image constructed
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221 Fairclough, Language and power.

222 Fairclough, Critical Discourse Analysis: The Critical Analysis of Language.

223 Al-Abbas, “Syria-Israel Relations in Al-Assad’s Speeches and Interviews: A Corpus-Assisted
Critical Discourse Study.”
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225 Norman Fairclough, Analysing Discourse: Textual Analysis for Social Research (London:
Taylor & Francis Routledge, 2003).

226 Maharani, Wagiati, dan Darmayanti, “Representasi Peristiwa dan Aktor dalam Kasus Ferdy
Sambo pada Koran Tempo: Analisis Wacana Kritis Berbasis Korpus.”
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229 Fairclough, Analysing Discourse: Textual Analysis for Social Research.
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230 Maharani, Wagiati, dan Darmayanti, “Representasi Peristiwa dan Aktor dalam Kasus Ferdy
Sambo pada Koran Tempo: Analisis Wacana Kritis Berbasis Korpus.”

231 Karlina, “Corpus-Assisted Discourse Study (Cads): Women With Disabilities in
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