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ABSTRACT

Illyah, Agustin Janatul. 2025. “A Qualitative Analysis of Arabic Questions in the
Alef Education Olympiad at the Islamic Middle School Level Based on the
Standards of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
(ACTFL)”. Master's Thesis. Arabic Language Education Department,
Postgraduate, State Islamic University Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang.
Supervisors: 1. Dr. H. Nurhadi, MA., 2. Dr. Nur Qomari,M.Pd.

Keywords: Arabic Question Items; Alef Education Olympiad; American Council
on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL)

The evaluation of Arabic language questions in Olympiad activities should
be based on a framework that does not merely emphasize structural linguistic
aspects but also reflects communicative competence in a holistic manner, aligned
with internationally recognized foreign language learning standards. One of the
most credible references in this regard is the ACTFL (American Council on the
Teaching of Foreign Languages) standard. This study is also motivated by the
emergence of the Alef Education Arabic Olympiad as a form of interactive digital
assessment that is increasingly being implemented at the Madrasah Tsanawiyah
(Islamic junior secondary school) level. The approach employed in this research is
qualitative, using content analysis methods on exam items that were publicly
broadcast through Alef Education’s official platform.

This study aims to analyze the alignment of the Olympiad questions with
the ACTFL standard, both in terms of the five C's (Communication, Cultures,
Connections, Comparisons, and Communities) and the proficiency levels reflected
in the questions and their implementation. The type of research used is qualitative
with a content analysis approach. The analysis focuses on the content, structure, and
alignment of the questions with the linguistic competency standards established by
the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Data were
obtained through passive observation of the Olympiad’s live broadcast on YouTube,
question documentation, and technical notes on the competition's execution.

The findings reveal that all five ACTFL standards (5C) are represented in
the Olympiad questions, albeit with unequal distribution; the aspects of
Communication and Connections appear most frequently, while Comparisons and
Communities are minimally present. Additionally, the implementation and content
of the questions encompass only three of the four core language skills—Ilistening,
reading, and speaking; writing is not yet accommodated. These findings highlight
the need to optimize digital Arabic language assessment instruments to ensure a
more balanced, measurable, and internationally aligned evaluation framework in
accordance with ACTFL standards.




ABSTRAK

Illyah, Agustin Janatul. 2025. “Analisis Kualitatif Soal Bahasa Arab dalam
Olimpiade Alef Education pada Tingkat Madrasah Tsanawiyah Berdasarkan
Standar American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL)”.
Tesis. Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Arab, Pascasarjana, Universitas
Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. Pembimbing: 1. Dr. H.
Nurhadi, MA., 2. Dr. Nur Qomari,M.Pd.

Kata Kunci: Butir Soal Bahasa Arab; Olimpiade Alef Education; American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL)

Evaluasi terhadap soal Bahasa Arab dalam kegiatan olimpiade hendaknya
didasarkan pada kerangka yang tidak semata menekankan aspek struktural
kebahasaan, melainkan juga mampu merepresentasikan kompetensi komunikatif
secara holistik dan selaras dengan standar pembelajaran bahasa asing bertaraf
internasional. Salah satu rujukan yang kredibel dalam hal ini adalah standar ACTFL
(American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages). Penelitian ini juga
dilatarbelakangi oleh hadirnya Olimpiade Bahasa Arab Alef Education sebagai
bentuk evaluasi digital interaktif yang semakin banyak digunakan di tingkat
Madrasah Tsanawiyah. Pendekatan yang digunakan adalah kualitatif dengan
metode analisis isi terhadap soal-soal yang ditayangkan secara terbuka melalui
platform resmi Alef Education.

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis kesesuaian soal-soal dalam
olimpiade tersebut dengan standar ACTFL, baik dari aspek 5C maupun tingkatan
kemahiran (proficiency level) yang tercermin dalam soal dan pelaksanaannya. Jenis
penelitian yang peneliti gunakan adalah kualitatif dengan menggunakan pendekatan
analisis konten. Analisis dilakukan dengan berfokus pada isi, struktur, dan
kesesuaian soal dengan standar kompetensi kebahasaan yang ditetapkan oleh
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Data diperoleh
melalui observasi pasif terhadap tayangan langsung olimpiade di YouTube,
dokumentasi soal, serta catatan teknis pelaksanaan lomba.

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa seluruh aspek 5C ACTFL terwakili
dalam soal, meskipun dengan distribusi yang tidak merata; aspek Communication
dan Connections paling dominan, sementara aspek Comparisons dan Communities
cenderung minim. Selain itu, pelaksanaan dan isi soal hanya mencakup tiga dari
empat keterampilan bahasa, yaitu istima’ (menyimak), qira’ah (membaca), dan
kalam (berbicara); sedangkan kitabah (menulis) belum terfasilitasi. Temuan ini
menegaskan perlunya optimalisasi instrumen evaluasi bahasa Arab berbasis digital
agar lebih seimbang, terukur, dan sesuai dengan standar kompetensi internasional
seperti ACTFL.
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