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ABSTRACT

Oktaviani, Aulia Putri (2025). The Political Dynamics of Iraq in the Saddam
Hussein era in the Novel “Hada'iq al-Ra'is” by Muhsin al-Ramli based on
Stephen Greenblatt's New Historicism Perspective. Undergraduate Thesis.
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Humanities,
Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. Advisor M.
Anwar Mas’adi, M.A.

Keywords: Hada’iq al-Ra’is, Iraqi Political Dynamics, New Historicism

During Saddam Hussein's reign, Iraq's political dynamics were complex,
with the occurrence of two major wars that impacted the social conditions of the
Iraqi people. One of the novels discussing this phenomenon is “Hadaiq al-Ra'is” by
Muhsin al-Ramli. This study aims to examine the political dynamics of Iraq during
the Saddam Hussein era and its impact on the social conditions of the Iraqi people
in the novel “Hadaiq al-Ra'is” by Muhsin al-Ramli using Stephen Greenblatt's new
historicism perspective so that the political and social events in the novel will be
known more broadly through a parallel reading between literary texts and historical
documents. This type of research employs qualitative methods, specifically the new
historicism approach, known as parallel reading. The primary data source in this
study is the novel “Hadaiq al-Ra'is” by Muhsin al-Ramli, published by Dar al-
Tsaqafah, Abu Dhabi, 2012, with 271 pages. Secondary data sources include books,
scientific articles, reports, and news discussing new historicism and the political
and social dynamics of Iraq during the Saddam Hussein era. The data collection
technique uses the read-and-record technique. The data analysis technique employs
techniques developed by New Historicist thinkers, including the analysis of parallel
relationships between literature and non-literary texts, as well as the systematic
compilation of analysis results. The results of this study are (1) the political
dynamics of Iraq during the Saddam Hussein era in the novel “Hadaiq al-Ra'is” by
Muhsin al-Ramli based on Stephen Greenblatt's new historicism perspective,
including: a) Irag-Iran War 1980-1988: the beginning of the war and the battle of
Khorramshahr, b) Iraqi Invasion of Kuwait 1990-1991: the beginning of the war,
Operation Desert Storm, the burning of Kuwaiti oil wells, economic sanctions, and
the depreciation of the Iraqi currency, c¢) Iraq's regional conflicts: The 1991 Iraqi
Kurdish uprising, d) Saddam Hussein's authoritarianism and repressive policies:
mass executions, execution of the poet Hassan al-Mutlaq, the existence of a secret
police, and control of the mass media, e) the invasion of the United States and the
fall of Saddam Hussein's regime. (2) The impact of Iraq's political dynamics on the
social conditions of Iraqi society during the Saddam Hussein era includes: a)
Humanitarian Crisis: increase in people with disabilities, civilian casualties from
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, refugees, and exile, b) poverty, c) despair and fear:
despair and lack of freedom of expression, d) trauma. Through this research, it
becomes clear how Muhsin al-Ramli, in the novel “Hadaiq al-Ra'is”, utilizes
literature as a medium to critique and reflect on the political dynamics of Iraq during
the Saddam Hussein era and their impact on the social conditions of the Iraqi
people.



ABSTRAK

Oktaviani, Aulia Putri (2025) Dinamika Politik Irak era Saddam Hussein dalam
Novel “Hada’iq al-Ra’is” karya Muhsin al-Ramli berdasarkan Perspektif
New Historicism Stephen Greenblatt. Skripsi. Jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra
Arab, Fakultas Humaniora, Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik
Ibrahim Malang. Pembimbing: M. Anwar Mas’adi, M. A.

Kata Kunci: Dinamika Politik Irak, Hada’iq al-Ra’is, New Historicism

Pada masa pemerintahan Saddam Hussein, dinamika politik Irak dikenal
kompleks dengan terjadinya dua perang besar yang berdampak pada kondisi sosial
masyarakat Irak. Novel yang membahas fenomena ini adalah novel “Hadaiq al-
Ra’is” karya Muhsin al-Ramli. Penelitian ini bertujuan mengkaji dinamika politik
Irak era Saddam Hussein dan dampaknya pada kondisi sosial masyarakat Irak
dalam novel “Hadaiq al-Ra’is” karya Muhsin al-Ramli menggunakan perspektif
new historicism Stephen Greenblatt, sehingga akan diketahui peristiwa-peristiwa
politik dan sosial dalam novel secara lebih luas melalui pembacaan paralel antara
teks sastra dengan dokumen sejarah. Jenis penelitian ini adalah penelitian kualitatif
menggunakan metode new historicism yakni pembacaan paralel. Sumber data
primer dalam penelitian ini adalah novel “Hadaiq al-Ra’is” karya Muhsin al-Ramli
yang diterbitkan oleh Dar al-Tsaqafah, Abu Dhabi, 2012 dengan 271 halaman.
Sumber data sekunder meliputi buku, artikel ilmiah, laporan, dan berita yang
membahas new historicism dan dinamika politik dan sosial Irak era Saddam
Hussein. Teknik pengumpulan data menggunakan teknik baca dan catat. Teknik
analisis data menggunakan teknik yang digunakan para pemikir new historicism
meliputi menganalisis hubungan paralel antara sastra dan teks non sastra dan
menyusun hasil analisis secara sistematis. Hasil penelitian ini adalah (1) dinamika
politik Irak era Saddam Hussein dalam novel “Hadaiq al-Ra’is” karya Muhsin al-
Ramli berdasarkan perspektif new historicism Stephen Greenblatt meliputi: a)
Perang Irak-Iran 1980-1988: permulaan perang dan pertempuran khorramsahr, b)
Invasi Irak ke Kuwait 1990-1991: permulaan perang, operasi badai gurun,
pembakaran sumur minyak kuwait, sanksi ekonomi, dan depresiasi mata uang Irak,
c¢) Konflik regional Irak: Pemberontakan suku Kurdi Irak 1991, d) otoritarianisme
dan kebijakan represif Saddam Hussein: eksekusi massal, eksekusi penyair Hassan
Mutlak, keberadaan polisi rahasia, dan kontrol media massa, e¢) invasi Amerika
Serikat dan jatuhnya rezim Saddam Hussein. (2) Dampak Dinamika Politik Irak
terhadap kondisi sosial masyarakat Irak era Saddam Hussein meliputi: a) Krisis
Kemanusiaan: peningkatan penyandang disabilitas, korban sipil dari Invasi Irak ke
Kuwait, pengungsi dan pengasingan, b) kemiskinan, c) keputusasaan dan
ketakutan: keputusasaan dan ketidakbebasan berpendapat, d) trauma. Melalui
penelitian ini dapat diketahui bagaimana Muhsin al-Ramli melalui novel “Hadaiq
al-Ra’is”menggunakan sastra sebagai medium untuk mengkritisi dan merefleksikan
dinamika politik Irak era Saddam Hussein dan dampaknya terhadap kondisi sosial
masyarakat Irak.
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