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ABSTRACT

Muhammad Faza Fadlil Mubarok (2025). The Depiction of Japan in the Travel Literature
Novel “Ar-Rihlatul Yabaniyyah” by Muhammad Ali. Perspective of Carl Thompson's Travel
Literature.Thesis. Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Humanities, State
Islamic University Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. Advisor: Moh Zawawi, M.Pd.

Keywords: Travel Literature, Muhammad Ali, Japan.

Travel is moving from one place to another with different destinations. One such journey is
Muhammad Ali's trip to Japan, was documented in a novel entitled Ar-Rihlatul Yabaniyyah.
In the novel, there are many descriptions, information, and phenomena about Japan in 1909
conveyed by Muhammad Ali.This novel contains numerous descriptions, information, and
observations about Japan in the year 1909, as conveyed by Muhammad Ali in his writings. This
study aims to identify how Japan is portrayed by Muhammad Ali, analyze his subjectivity
during his stay in Japan, and examine how he depicts the culture he encountered there. This
research employs Carl Thompson's travel literature theory, which consists of three main
concepts: reporting the world, revealing the self, and representing the others. The study adopts
a qualitative descriptive method, with data consisting of quoted sentences and paragraphs from
Ar-Rihlatul Yabaniyyah. Data collection techniques include reading and note-taking, while
data analysis is conducted using a qualitative descriptive approach, comprising data reduction,
data presentation, and conclusion drawing. The results of this study reveal that Muhammad
Ali’s depiction of Japan employs both objective and subjective approaches. In terms of self-
revelation, Muhammad Ali falls into the category of a romantic traveler, expressing various
aspects of his identity, such as being a Muslim, as well as emotions like joy, displeasure,
annoyance, and discomfort. In his portrayal of Japanese culture, Muhammad Ali utilizes
colonial and neo-colonial discourse, presenting himself as superior while depicting Japanese
society as inferior.
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ABSTRAK
Muhammad Faza Fadlil Mubarok (2025). Penggambaran Jepang Dalam Novel Travel
literature “Ar-Rihlatul Yabaniyyah” Karya Muhammad Ali Perspektif Sastra Perjalanan Carl
Thompson. Skripsi. Jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra Arab, Fakultas Humaniora, Universitas Islam
Negri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. Pembimbing: Moh. Zawawi, M. Pd.

Kata Kunci: Sastra Perjalanan, Muhammad Ali, Jepang.

Perjalanan merupakan perpindahan dari suatu tempat ke tempat yang lainya dengan tujuan
yang berbeda-beda. Salah satu perjalanan tersebut adalah perjalanan Muhammad Ali ke Jepang
yang terdokumentasikan ke dalam novel yang berjudul Ar-Rihlatul Yabaniyyah. Dalam novel
tersebut, terdapat banyak deskripsi, informasi, serta fenomena mengenai Jepang pada tahun
1909 M vyang disampaikan oleh Muhammad Ali. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk
mengidentifikasi bagaimana Jepang digambarkan oleh Muhammad Ali, menelaah
subjektivitasnya selama berada di Jepang, serta menganalisis bagaimana ia menggambarkan
kebudayaan yang ia temui di sana. Penelitian ini menggunakan teori sastra perjalanan dari Carl
Thompson, yang mencakup tiga konsep utama, yaitu reporting the world (melaporkan dunia),
revealing the self (mengungkap jati diri), dan representing the others (mewakili yang lain).
Metode penelitian yang digunakan adalah metode deskriptif kualitatif. Data dalam penelitian
ini berupa kutipan kalimat dan paragraf yang terdapat dalam Ar-Rihlatul Yabaniyyah. Teknik
pengumpulan data dilakukan dengan metode membaca dan mencatat, sementara teknik analisis
data menggunakan analisis deskriptif kualitatif yang mencakup reduksi data, penyajian data,
dan penarikan kesimpulan. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa penggambaran Jepang oleh
Muhammad Ali dilakukan melalui pendekatan objektif maupun subjektif. Dalam
pengungkapan jati dirinya, Muhammad Ali termasuk dalam kategori pelancong romantis dan
menampilkan berbagai identitas dirinya, seperti sebagai seorang Muslim, serta ekspresi
emosional berupa rasa senang, tidak senang, jengkel, dan risih. Dalam menggambarkan
kebudayaan yang ia temui di Jepang, Muhammad Ali menggunakan wacana kolonial dan neo-
kolonial, di mana dirinya digambarkan secara superior, sementara masyarakat Jepang
direpresentasikan secara inferior.
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