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ABSTRACT

Nurwahidah. 2024. Hate Speech and Anti-Shia Discourse by Saudi Employees on Twitter: A
Forensic Linguistic Study. Thesis. Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of
Humanities, State Islamic University of Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. Supervisor: Arief Rahman
Hakim, M.Pd.I.

Keywords: Forensic Linguistics, Hate speech, Anti-Shia, Saudi officials, Twitter

The Saudi military intervention in Yemen, amid the escalating conflicts in Syria and Iraq,
has exacerbated sectarian polarization between Sunnis and Shiites. As a country with a Sunni
majority population and the center of the Wahhabi-Salafi movement, Saudi Arabia's role in these
conflicts is highly significant, including in the spread of hate speech. This research aims to: (1)
describe the form and referential meaning of hate speech directed against Shiites in tweets by Saudi
officials on Twitter; (2) identify the factors behind the emergence of such speech; and (3) analyze
the implications of applying forensic linguistic analysis to the phenomenon of hate speech in the
context of social media. The primary data for the research are tweets by Saudi officials on Twitter
during the period 2022-2024. These data were analyzed qualitatively based on the sequence of the
research formulation and were analyzed using the forensic linguistic approach and Norman
Fairclough's critical discourse analysis theory. The research results show that: (1) the form of hate
speech uses a variety of linguistic strategies such as negative diction, simple sentence structure,
various figures of speech, and styles of language that carry referential meanings to incite polarization
and discrimination against Shiites, (2) the factor behind the emergence of hate speech is influenced
by the complex interaction between discursive practices, social context, and institutional structure,
involving factors such as ideology, politics, and the role of public figures, and (3) forensic linguistic
analysis shows that this hate speech is likely to violate Article 3 of the Saudi Arabian Anti-
Cybercrime Law concerning defamation.
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ABSTRAK

Nurwahidah. 2024. Ujaran Kebencian dan Ujaran Anti-Syiah oleh Pejabat Saudi di Twitter
Berdasarkan Kajian Linguistik Forensik. Skripsi. Jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra Arab, Fakultas
Humaniora, Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. Pembimbing: Arief
Rahman Hakim, M.Pd.I.

Kata Kunci : Linguistik Forensik, Ujaran Kebencian, Anti-Syiah, Pejabat Saudi, Twitter

Intervensi militer Saudi di Yaman, di tengah eskalasi konflik di Suriah dan Irak, telah
memperburuk polarisasi sektarian Sunni-Syiah. Sebagai negara dengan mayoritas penduduk Sunni
dan pusat aliran Wahhabi-Salafi, peran Saudi Arabia dalam konflik-konflik ini sangat signifikan,
termasuk dalam penyebaran retorika kebencian. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk: (1)
mendeskripsikan bentuk dan makna referensial ujaran kebencian yang ditujukan kepada kelompok
Syiah dalam cuitan pejabat Saudi di Twitter; (2) mengidentifikasi faktor-faktor yang
melatarbelakangi munculnya ujaran kebencian tersebut; dan (3) menganalisis implikasi dari
penerapan kajian forensik linguistik terhadap fenomena ujaran kebencian dalam konteks media
sosial. Data primer penelitian berupa cuitan-cuitan Pejabat Saudi di Twitter X tahun 2022-2024.
Data-data tersebut dianalisis secara kualitatif berdasarkan pada urutan rumusan penelitian dan
dianalisis dengan pendekatan linguistic forensic dan teori analisis wacana kritis Norman
Fairclough. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan: (1) bentuk ujaran kebencian menggunakan beragam
strategi linguistic seperti diksi negatif, struktur kalimat yang sederhana, beragam majas dan gaya
bahasa yang mengandung makna referensial untuk memicu polarisasi dan diskriminasi terhadap
Syiah, (2) faktor yang melatarbelakangi munculnya ujaran kebencian dipengaruhi oleh interaksi
kompleks antara praktik wacana, konteks social, dan struktur institusi, melibatkan faktor-faktor
seperti ideologi, politik, dan peran tokoh publik, dan (3) Analisis linguistik forensik menunjukkan
bahwa ujaran kebencian tersebut berpotensi melanggar Pasal 3 Undang-Undang Anti-Kejahatan
Dunia Maya Arab Saudi terkait pencemaran nama baik.
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