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To become spring, means accepting the risk of winter.
To become presence, means accepting the risk of absence.

— Antoine de Saint-Exupéry in Manon Ballerina
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ABSTRACT
Banna, Muhammad Syaugqi Al. 2024. Middle Eastern Immigrants in the Novel “Barid al-Lail” by
Hoda Barakat: A Study of New Historicism Stephen Greenblatt. Undergraduate Thesis.
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Humanities, Universitas Islam
Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang.
Supervisor: Dr. Abdul Basid, M.Pd.
Keywords: Immigrant, Middle East, new historicism, Stephen Greenblatt

Middle Eastern immigrants immigrate to Europe due to geopolitical instability and
humanitarian crises in Arab countries. One novel that discusses this phenomenon is the novel "Barid
al-Lail" by Hoda Barakat. This research examines the representation of Middle Eastern immigrants
and their influence on social and cultural narratives in the novel "Barid al-Lail" by Hoda Barakat
according to new historicism Stephen Greenblatt. This research is qualitative-descriptive. The
primary data source is the novel "Barid al-Lail" by Hoda Barakat, published by Dar al-Adab in
Beirut, Lebanon, in 2018 with 128 pages. Secondary data sources use books, scientific articles, and
reports discussing new historicism and Middle Eastern immigrants. Data collection techniques use
reading and note-taking. Data validation uses triangulation and discussion. Data analysis uses data
reduction, data presentation, and conclusions. The results of this research are (1) Representation of
Middle Eastern immigrants in the novel “Barid al-Lail” by Hoda Barakat according to New
Historicism Stephen Greenblatt: a) Based on self-fashioning as war immigrants, migrant workers,
illegal workers, homeless people, b) Based on improvisation of power as oppositionists, pro-
democracy journalists, ¢) Based on cultural mobility as people living with loved ones, and
commercial sex workers; (2) The representation of Middle Eastern immigrants influences social and
cultural narratives, namely: a) The political narrative of power includes demonstrations,
communication restrictions, and war, b) The economic narrative includes currency depreciation and
difficulty finding work, ¢) The social narrative includes migrants who continue to arrive and
humanitarian aid, d) The cultural narratives include the culture of child marriage.
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ABSTRAK

Banna, Muhammad Syauqi Al (2024) Imigran Timur Tengah dalam Novel “Barid al-Lail” Karya
Hoda Barakat: Kajian New Historicism Stephen Greenblatt. Skripsi. Program Studi Bahasa
dan Sastra Arab, Fakultas Humaniora, Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim
Malang.

Pembimbing Dr. Abdul Basid, M.Pd.

Kata kunci: Imigran, Timur Tengah, new historicism, Stephen Greenblatt

Imigran Timur Tengah berimigrasi ke Eropa karena ketidakstabilan geopolitik dan krisis
kemanusiaan di negara-negara Arab. Salah satu novel yang membahas fenomena ini adalah novel
“Barid al-Lail” karya Hoda Barakat. Penelitian ini bertujuan mengkaji representasi imigran Timur
Tengah dan pengaruhnya terhadap narasi sosial dan narasi kebudayaan dalam novel “Barid al-Lail”
karya Hoda Barakat menurut new historicism Stephen Greenblatt. Penelitian ini berjenis kualitatif-
deskriptif. Sumber data primer dalam penelitian ini adalah novel “Barid al-Lail” karya Hoda Barakat
yang diterbitkan oleh Dar al-Adab di Beirut, Lebanon, pada 2018 dengan tebal 128 halaman. Sumber
data sekunder menggunakan buku, artikel ilmiah, dan laporan yang membahas new historicism dan
imigran Timur Tengah. Teknik pengumpulan data menggunakan teknik baca dan catat. Teknik
validasi data menggunakan triangulasi dan diskusi. Teknik analisis data menggunakan reduksi data,
penyajian data, dan penarikan kesimpulan. Hasil penelitian ini adalah (1) Representasi imigran
Timur Tengah dalam novel “Barid al-Lail” karya Hoda Barakat menurut New Historicism Stephen
Greenblatt: a) Berdasarkan self-fashioning meliputi imigran perang, pekerja migran, pekerja ilegal,
dan gelandangan, b) Berdasarkan improvisation of power meliputi oposisi dan jurnalis pro-
demokrasi, c) Berdasarkan cultural mobility meliputi orang yang hidup dengan orang yang dicintai
dan pekerja seks komersial; (2) Representasi imigran Timur Tengah mempengaruhi narasi sosial dan
budaya, yaitu: a) Narasi politik kekuasaan meliputi demonstrasi, pembatasan komunikasi, dan
perang, b) Narasi ekonomi meliputi depresiasi mata uang dan kesulitan mencari pekerjaan, c) Narasi
sosial meliputi imigran yang terus berdatangan dan bantuan kemanusiaan, d) Narasi budaya meliputi
budaya pernikahan anak.
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