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ABSTRACT 

 

Agus Prio Utomo, Dian. 2019. Grammatical Errors Found inStudents’ Argumen 

             -tative Essays. Thesis. English Letters Department.Humanities 

              Faculty. Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. 

              The Advisor: Dr. Hj. Galuh Nur Rohma, M.Pd, M.Ed, 

Key Words: Grammatical errors, writing, argumentative Essays 

 

Learner is difficult to avoid Grammatical error. It also happened in EFL 

students. One of the causes is the lack of knowledge of grammatical rules. For 

insntance, it happens in writing argumentative essay. the researcher focuses on 

students’ grammatical error in argumentative essays written by students in final 

test project. This research aims: (1) to explain the types of grammatical errors, (2) 

to identify the types of errors, and (3) to classify the source of errors are made in 

students’ argumentative essay. 

 

The researcher used the qualitative approach of which the data were 

obtained from the students’ argumentative. The number of data base on student in 

the Ek class by forth-semester of English Department is 20 students. These 

writings were then analyzed. Bassed on Dulay’s theory, the types of errors were 

classified into four groups. They were errors in addition error, omission error, 

misformation error, and misordering error.  

 

From finding the researcher found that the students made 75 types of error 

which were classified into 15 errors in addition, 46 errors in omission, 8 errors in 

misformation, and  6 errors in misordering. Whereas, the source of errors found in 

this research are interlingual transfer, intralingual transfer, context of learning, and 

communication strategies. The researcher found that interlingual transfer oftenest 

appears on source of errors. From the result above the researcher concludes that 

the possible causes of errors are overgeneralization, and interference.  

 

Finally, the suggestion are given to the students and next researchers. For 

students, this research can help students to know their specific errors in writing 

skill and the possible sources of errors in making argumentative essay. Then they 

are be able to avoid the similar error in writing other text. The last, for next 

researchers, they are be able use this research as reference to make other research 

about error analysis with different objects and theory. 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Agus Prio Utomo, Dian. 2019. Kesalahan Gramatikal Ditemukan di Argumen 

            -tatif  Esai  Siswa. Tesis. Departemen Sastra  Inggris Fakultas. 

            Kemanusiaan. Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. 

            Penasihat: Dr. Hj. Galuh Nur Rohma, M.Pd, M.Ed, 

Kata Kunci: Kesalahan tata bahasa, penulisan, esai argumentatif 

 

Pelajar sulit untuk menghindari kesalahan tata bahasa. Itu juga terjadi pada 

siswa EFL. Salah satu penyebabnya adalah kurangnya pengetahuan tentang aturan 

tata bahasa. Misalnya, itu terjadi dalam penulisan esai argumentatif. peneliti fokus 

pada kesalahan tata bahasa siswa dalam esai argumentatif yang ditulis oleh siswa 

dalam tugas akhir. Penelitian ini bertujuan: (1) untuk menjelaskan jenis kesalahan 

tata bahasa, (2) untuk mengidentifikasi jenis kesalahan, dan (3) untuk 

mengklasifikasikan sumber kesalahan yang dibuat dalam esai argumentatif siswa. 

 

Peneliti menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif yang datanya diperoleh dari 

argumentatif siswa. Jumlah data base pada siswa di kelas Ek oleh semester tingkat 

keempat Departemen Bahasa Inggris adalah 20 siswa. Tulisan-tulisan ini 

kemudian dianalisis. Berdasarkan pada teori Dulay, jenis kesalahan 

diklasifikasikan menjadi empat kelompok. Mereka adalah kesalahan dalam 

penambahan kesalahan, kesalahan kelalaian, kesalahan misformasi, dan kesalahan 

misordering. 

 

Dari temuan peneliti menemukan bahwa siswa membuat 75 jenis 

kesalahan yang diklasifikasikan menjadi 15 kesalahan di penambahan, 46 

kesalahan dalam kelalaian, 8 kesalahan dalam kesalahan informasi, dan 6 

kesalahan dalam misordering. Sedangkan sumber kesalahan yang ditemukan 

dalam penelitian ini adalah transfer interlingual, transfer intralingual, konteks 

pembelajaran, dan strategi komunikasi. Peneliti menemukan bahwa transfer 

interlingual paling sering muncul pada sumber kesalahan. Dari hasil di atas 

peneliti menyimpulkan bahwa kemungkinan penyebab kesalahan adalah 

generalisasi yang berlebihan, dan gangguan. 

 

Akhirnya, saran diberikan kepada siswa dan peneliti selanjutnya. Untuk 

siswa, penelitian ini dapat membantu siswa untuk mengetahui kesalahan spesifik 

mereka dalam keterampilan menulis dan kemungkinan sumber kesalahan dalam 

membuat esai argumentatif. Kemudian mereka dapat menghindari kesalahan 

serupa dalam menulis teks lain. Terakhir, untuk peneliti selanjutnya, mereka dapat 

menggunakan penelitian ini sebagai referensi untuk membuat penelitian lain 

tentang analisis kesalahan dengan objek dan teori yang berbeda. 
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 ملخص البحث

 

 

. الغة الأخطاء النحوية الموجودة في الطلاب الجدلية. بحث جامعيز. ٢٠١٩أجوس بريو أوتومو، ديان. 

اللغة إنجليزية وأدبها. كلية الإنسانية. جامعة الإسلامية الحكومية مولانا مالك إبراهيم مالنج .معلمة 

  .محاضر:الدكتور الحاج غالوح نوررحمة، الماجستي

                                                       .رئيسية:الأخطاء النحوية، الكتابية، المقالة جدليةالكلمة ال

 

يجد الطلاب صعوبة في تجنب الأخطاء النحوية. يحدث هذا أيضًا لطلاب اللغة الإنجليزية كلغة 

، يحدث ذلك في كتابة المقالات  أجنبية. أحد الأسباب هو قلة المعرفة بقواعد القواعد. على سبيل المثال

الجدلية. ركز الباحث على الأخطاء النحوية للطلاب في المقالات الجدلية التي كتبها الطلاب في المشروع 

( ٣( لتحديد أنواع الأخطاء ، و )٢( لشرح أنواع الأخطاء النحوية ، )١النهائي. تهدف هذه الدراسة إلى:) 

                                           مقالات الطلاب المثيرة للجدلتصنيف مصادر الأخطاء التي حدثت في 

 

يستخدم الباحث منهجًا نوعيًا يتم الحصول على بياناته من الطلاب الجدليين. إجمالي قاعدة البيانات 

ليل طالبا. ثم يتم تح ٢٠بحلول الفصل الدراسي الرابع من قسم اللغة الإنجليزية هو  Ek للطلاب في الفصل

هذه الكتابات. بناءً على نظرية دولاي ، يتم تصنيف أنواع الأخطاء إلى أربع مجموعات. إنها أخطاء في 

 .إضافة الأخطاء والإغفالات وأخطاء التشوه والأخطاء المضللة

 

خطأ  ١٥نوعًا من الأخطاء التي تم تصنيفها في  ٧٥من نتائج الباحثين وجدوا أن الطلاب ارتكبوا 

أخطاء في سوء الترتيب. في حين  ٦أخطاء في أخطاء المعلومات و  ٨خطأ في الإهمال و  ٤٦ بالإضافة إلى

أن مصادر الأخطاء الموجودة في هذه الدراسة هي التحويلات البينية ، والتحويلات الباطنية ، وسياقات 

ا في مصدر الخطأ. التعلم ، واستراتيجيات الاتصال. وجد الباحثون أن عمليات النقل بين اللغات تظهر غالبً 

من النتائج المذكورة أعلاه خلص الباحثون إلى أن الأسباب المحتملة للأخطاء كانت التعميم المفرط ، 

 .والتدخل

 

وأخيرا ، يتم تقديم المشورة للطلاب والباحثين في المستقبل. بالنسبة للطلاب ، يمكن أن يساعد هذا 

ارات الكتابة ومصادر الأخطاء المحتملة في إعداد البحث الطلاب في اكتشاف أخطائهم المحددة في مه

مقالات مثيرة للجدل. ثم يمكنهم تجنب أخطاء مماثلة في كتابة نصوص أخرى. أخيرًا ، بالنسبة للباحثين في 

المستقبل ، يمكنهم استخدام هذا البحث كمرجع لإجراء دراسات أخرى حول تحليل الأخطاء بأشياء ونظريات 

 .مختلفة
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the research background, problems of the researcher, 

objectives of the research, significances of the research, scope and limitation, 

research method, and definition of key terms. 

1.1       Background of Research  

In learning language process, the student cannot be separated from 

creating grammatical errors. What the researcher means here is errors of  language 

student especially for English as a Foreign Language (EFL) student. As Corder 

(1950:22) said that it still remains to be shown that the process of learning second 

language is starting basically different nature from the process of primary 

acquisition. Hopefully, student can ease to study effectively and successfully to 

understand the new language as EFL learners. Moreover, every learner has his or 

her own ability in learning process. Frequently, student finds some difficulties 

when trying to produce word in correct grammar. Genuinely, the correct grammar 

rules of English have different structure from the rules of Indonesian grammar. 

The differences between them usually induce problem in learning English.  

In learning English, the error usually occurs in the productive skills, 

speaking and writing. Productive skills is the term for speaking and writing, skills 

where students actually heve to produce language themselves (Harmer, 2007). 

The researcher merely analyzes the errors in productive skills in short time is not 

easy. It takes much time, money, and requires a high ability of an analysis. 
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Therefore, the researcher decided to analyze only the writing skill. Harmer (1998) 

noted that, writing is a basic skill, students should know how to write letters, how 

to put reports together. Moreever, they should know how to write using electronic 

media.  

The purpose of this study is to find out the types of errors made by the 

students English Department, because students English Department are required 

to communicate in English whenever they communicate on academic context, 

either in written or spoken. Batstone (1994) states, “Language without grammar 

would be chaotic and cause the same communication problem, such as 

grammatical errors in writing and speaking.” Therefore, rather than being only 

rules for ordering words, grammar is indeed a resource for good communication 

(Halliday and Hasan, 1989 in Hyland, 2002). forth-semester students of English 

Department, Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang are those 

who are at the end of their second year in the university and have passed their 

first, second, and third writing classes. They are expected to have writing 

competence as they are in their last writing class.  

In this research, the researcher focuses on students’ grammatical error in 

argumentative essays written by students in Academic writing class. In fact, even 

in their last writing class, many students still have problems concerning basic 

English grammar. So, it would be useful for teachers to find out how good the 

students’ ability to compose grammatically-correct sentences is. 
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This research aims to explain the types of grammatical errors are found in 

students’ argumentative essays. Furthermore, the researher would like to know 

what and how the types of grammatical errors and  identify the errors in students’ 

argumentative essays bassed on Dulay’s starategy Taxonomy. Finally, this 

research aims to find out the source of error are found in students’ argumentative 

essay after the researcher classified those kind of errors in the argumentative 

essays. 

In this research, the students were limited to those who are taking the 

class. The argumentative essays that were analyzed their final project essays taken 

from their final test. Their final test is the best data to use because at the end of the 

class, they should be able to master writing competence. Besides, the students 

must have done their best efforts in the test in order to get a good score, so the 

essays produced might contain the most accurate data of errors showing students’ 

real ability and performance. As mentioned in “The error in the Second Language 

Acquisition” by Maicusi (2000).  

Errors are considered as a failure of teaching process. On the other hand, 

they are seen as a natural result that can hardly be avoided, so we should deal and 

learn from them. Therefore, errors can be a very helpful means in learning a 

foreign language as Ellis and Barkhuizen (2005, p. 51) quoted in “Analyzing 

Learner Language”, Corder (1967) explained: Learner errors are significant in 

three ways. (1) They serve a pedagogic purpose by showing teachers what 

learners have learned and what they have not mastered; (2) they serve a research 

purpose by providing evidence about how languages are learned; and (3) they 
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serve a learning purpose by acting as devices by which learners can discover the 

rulesof the target language.  

In Dulay at al. (1982), four categories were proposed to explain how 

sentences derivate from the correct forms because the learners change the surface 

structure. Those categories are: (1) Addition (2) Omission (3) Misformation and 

(4) Misordering.  

Using this categorization, the research finds out whether there are some 

addition, omission, misformation, and misordering on the parts of speech and 

agreements in students’ writing. Combining the rules of the parts of speech, 

agreements, and this taxonomy, the data field will be made easier and more 

ordered. 

Researchers on grammatical errors have been conducted previously by a 

number of researchers, Helmi (2014) analyzed grammatical error of bilingual 

students’ writing on second grade MAKBI class of MAN I Malang It is shown 

that the students use four types of grammatical errors proposed by Dulay et al 

(1981: 150) occur in this study. The most error found in this research is 

misformation error and omission error. Lifatul (2013) investigated grammatical 

errors made by non-English Department students in writing. Her research used 

Paul Brian’s Theory for finding grammatical error mistakes which occur in 

commonly usage. Based on the findings and discussions, it is found that the 

dominant grammatical mistakes occurred in Capitalization is 53 errors. The last 

researcher is Arifin (2013) entitle Grammatical Errors Made by Third year 



5 
 

 
 

Students of The State Junior High School 1 Leces in writing. From the result of 

research, he concluded the highest number of error is error on Syntax. 

After reviewing the existing literature, the researcher concludes that no 

one investigated the use of grammatical errors analysis in students’ argumentative 

essays. In academic context, argumentative essays is kinds of essay that often 

wrote by university students. The students were required to write this kind of 

essay in their learning process, especially in Department of English Literature at 

Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. It is proven by the 

course that must be taken by the studentswhen they were in third semester and 

fourth semester. Therefore, in writing this essay, the writers have to give an 

intention in using grammar rules in order to help the writers’ writing and reader 

easily understand their writing.  Thus the researcher is sure to present this study 

which focuses on grammatical errors found in student’ argumentative  essays. 

Otherwise the researcher promises this research will be useful for the reader and 

next researcher who will analyze the grammatical errors especially in 

argumentative essay. 

1.2       Problem of the Research 

 This research will be done to answer the following questions: 

1. What the types of grammatical errors are made in students’ argumentative 

essay? 

2. How the types of grammatical errors are made in students’ argumentative 

essay? 
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3. What  the source of errors are made in students’ argumentative essay? 

1.3      Objectives of the Research 

As stated in the research problems, the objectives of this research are: 

1. To explain the grammatical errors are made in students’ 

argumentative essay bassed on Dulay’s starategy Taxonomy. 

2. To identify the grammatical errors are made in students’ 

argumentative essay bassed on Dulay’s starategy Taxonomy 

3. To classify the source of errors are made in students’ 

argumentative essay bassed on Brown. 

1.4      Significances of the Research 

               Based on topic entitled of grammatical errors are made in students’ 

argumentative essay. The result of this research will give contribution in the 

language teaching literature dealing with teaching methodologies and the English 

language teaching methodologies. Teacher understands what the difficulties 

encountered by the students in specific case because each student has their own 

problems. This research is expected to be useful for the next researcher who wants 

to conduct similar field of researcher. They could use this research as additional 

reference about argumentative errors made in EFL students by making English 

writing that supports their research.  

1.5      Scope and Limitation 

                  As mentioned earlier, this research focuses on the grammatical errors 

are made in the argumentative essays by forth-semester of English Department in 
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Academic writing. The analysis merely examines the grammatical by writting. the 

students were limited to those who are taking the class. The argumentative essays 

that were analyzed were their final project essays taken from their final test. Their 

final test is the best data to use because of the end of the class, they should be able 

to master writing competence. Besides, the students must have done by their best 

efforts in the test in order to get a good score, so the essays produced might 

contain the most accurate data of errors showing students’ real ability and 

performance. 

1.6       Research Method  

                  This part presents research design, research subject, research 

instrument, data sources, data collection and data analysis. 

                  1.6.1    Research Design 

                 This research uses a descriptive qualitative research since it is done to 

obtain a deep and detailed understanding on type of grammatical errors in 

argumentative essays made in forth-semester of English Department in Academic 

writing, Faculty of Humanities of Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik 

Ibrahim Malang .The reason why this research is called qualitative research is 

because the data typically collcted in the participant’s setting and the analysis of 

the data is framed of using words (Cresswell, 2013). Therefore, this research is 

designed with a descriptive qualitative approach which mostly provides very rich 

data to analyze.   
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              This research describes what and how the types of errors  are found in 

students’ argumentative which are divided into four types: omission, addition, 

misformation and misordering based on Dulay’s theory. Indeed, the researcher  

focuses to classify the source of errors are made in students’ argumentative essay 

bassed on the yield of error types. 

                 1.6.2   Data and Data Source 

                 In this researcher, The data are in the form of phrases, sentences and 

praghraphs. Students’ argumentative essay are compiled as the source of data. The 

data are taken on Wednesday, May 23, 2019. The number of data base on student 

in the Ek class by forth-semester of English Department is 20 students. Ek class is 

their second year in the university and have passed their first, second, and third 

writing classes. They are expected to have writing competence as they are in their 

last writing class. However, it does not guarantee that they can avoid making error 

in a sentence. In arranging argumentative essay, the researcher asks the student to 

collect the product of argumentative essay made by each of student. the researcher 

determines the topics and student can choose one of the  five topics. Those topics 

of the essay are : education, tourism, culture, career, and nation. five topics have 

been explained by the researcher in the class, were familiar for the students and 

also got some examples of argumentative essay. The students only find the 

difficulties in the election the appropriate word and form the sentences into 

correct grammar. The researcher chooses all the essays for being the data which 

has been finished by students. 
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                1.6.3    Research Instrument 

               This research uses qualitative method, the researcher becomes the main 

instrument of this research. In the process analyzing the data researcher reads 

some theories about grammatical error analysis, such as the theory purposed by 

Dulay (Surface Strategy Taxonomy) who has classified the error into four types 

(omission, addition, misordering, misformation). The researcher spends his time 

reading and analyzing the grammatical erross and source of errors found in 

students’ argumentative essays. 

               1.6.4    Data Collection 

             For obtaining the needed data, the following steps will be done by the 

researcher. First, the researcher collects the sample of students’ argumentative 

essay. The data are taken from students’ writing product in the final project form 

of argumentative essay. The data are in the form of phrases, sentences and 

praghraphs. Second, the researcher identifies and determines argumentative essays 

which has provided in the object of the research. The errors were given 

identification numbers as well to make them easily found later on. Therefore, 

there were two digits of number students to identify an error which the first digit 

is the essay number, and the second digit is the error number. After numbering the 

errors, the resercher put the data of errors of each essay into a table of error list, 

which can be seen in a table. The data would be attached in the appendix. In 

addition, errors here are any deviated grammatical form breaking Standard 

English grammar in Azar’s (1999) book, Understanding and Using English 
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Grammar Third Edition, Cambridge Advanced Learners’ Dictionary Third 

Edition, and Microsoft Encarta Dictionary.  

               1.6.5     Data Analysis 

               In analyzing the data, the researcher takes the following procedures. 

After all the data are collected, the researcher reads the students writing product 

and identifies the description of grammatical errors. In identifying the 

grammatical errors, the researcher uses theory base on Dulay at all. Because, this 

theory has covered all of problems in students’ writing by classifying the types of 

error into four big categories. It means, this theory does not only focus on errors 

from one side such as communicative effect taxonomy, comparative taxonomy 

and linguistic catagories. The are some prosedures which are done by the 

researcher. 

          First, after arranging the data, the researcher gives correction to the 

students’ writing one by one. The correction is underline in each of words, phares 

or sentences. The researcher only focuses on students’ writing analysis and he 

does not pay intention in the students’ creativeness. Second, after giving 

correction to the students writing, the researcher underlines and classifies the data 

into four types of errors according to dulay’s surface strategy taxonomy. The 

third, describing the data systematically to the best understanding about 

grammatical errors problem. The researcher describes the data in the form of 

sentences and paragraphs. The fourth, the researcher calculates the error by giving 

conclusion about the often error. It does not present in the form of percentage 
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because it is a qualitative researcher. The last, the researcher looks for the source 

of error to decrease the similar or different errors for uther learners. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF THE RELATED LITERATUR 

2.1 The Study of Grammatical Errors in Linguistic 

2.1.1 Writing in the Foreign Language Classroom 

Writing is consider a mean for conveying messages and thoughts. Most 

researchers see writing as a complex skill that required many processes. Peters 

(1986) defined it is a “... coriously solitary form of communication, addressed to 

an absent and often  unknow reader”.  from his part, writing is a seperate skill that 

has no social context. The definitions represent writing as a secondary activity 

that includes complex processes, which makes it a difficult skill to acquire in 

language learning. 

Although writing is considered the last skill to learn, that does mean its 

significance in language learning and pedagogy should be ignore. Writing in 

education helps teachers detect a student’s progress over the course. Javid and 

Umer (2014) commented about the significance of writing, “saying that students 

are required to aplly this skill as a main tool to show what that they learnt”. Most 

students of third secondary grade will join universities, where they will be 

required to use writing  as a think tool. Bjork and raisanen (1997) argued, “we 

highligh the importance of writing in all university curricula not only because of 

its immediate practical application, i.e. as an isolated skill or ability, but because 

we believe that, seen from a broader perspective, writing is a thinking tool”.  
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Consequently, they have to treat each phase of the process differently from 

the other phases.  Barnett (1989), in her article “Writing as a process”, criticized 

traditional teachers’ expectations of the student writing. She said “we look at what 

the student writer has produced and treat it as a final draft” . according to Barnett, 

teachers  have to see writing as a process that involves a series of drafts including 

prewriting,  writing and rewriting rather than a final product. 

Error treatment in the classroom is a key issue that has been discussed 

among researchers. Some contend the effectiveness of error correction, which 

helps students improve. Brown (2007, as cited in Corpuz, 2011, p. 22) argued that 

"many L2 teachers feel the need to provide written corrective feedback in order to 

assist students' language learning". Error correction is effective and useful to 

develop and improve L2 writing accuracy. However, some researchers believe 

that error correction is detrimental to language learning. Truscott (1996) noted 

that error correction has to be abandoned because it is considered not only 

ineffective, but it also has harmful effect on L2 progress.  

2.1.2. The Significance of Grammar and Relation to Syntax  

Through grammar, people can communicate with each other and convey 

their thoughts and ideas. Based on Azar (2007), the main role of grammar is to 

"help students discover the nature of language, i.e., that language consists of 

predictable patterns that make what we say, read, hear and write intelligible" (p. 

3). Thus, the familiar patterns in a language facilitate communication and help to 

differentiate between a subject, predicate and object in a particular structure. 
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Although grammar and syntax overlap with each other, grammar is considered the 

umbrella of syntax. Based on Hasa (2016), grammar is "a set of structural rules 

that dictates the construction of sentences, clauses, phrases and words in a 

language" while syntax is "the set of rules, principles and processes that govern 

the structure of sentences in any language". She added that "orthography 

(spellings), accidence (inflections of words) and syntax (the structure of 

sentences) all fall under the category of grammar" while syntax deals mainly with 

the order of words in a sentence.  

However, some scientists consider that the grammar may hinder the 

process of learning. From their part, most language textbooks concentrate on 

writing as a grammar rather than as a message that is a means for communication. 

Dvorak (1986) noted that, in the last 25 years, textbooks of foreign language have 

connected written composition with advanced grammar or conversation. Also, a 

teacher's concept of writing has a great emphasis on grammar that hinders writing 

progress. Irvin (2010) mentioned that the concept that "good grammar is good 

writing" is one of the myths that lead to writing problems. Irvin said that writing is 

more than grammatical correctness and argued that "good writing is a matter of 

achieving your desired effect upon an intended audience". 

2.2 Grammar   

                  People often think of grammar as a matter of arbitrary pronouncements 

(defining 'good' and 'bad' language), usually negative ones like “There is no such 

word as ain't” or “Never end a sentence with a preposition.” Linguists are not very 
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interested in this sort of bossiness (sometimes called prescriptivism). For linguists, 

grammar is simply the collection of principles defining how to put together a 

sentence.  

              Grammar is a set of language rules governing the sounds, words, 

sentences, and other elements. In a restricted sense, the term refers only to the 

study of sentence and word structure (syntax and morphology), excluding lexical 

and pronunciation. Furthermore, grammatical error is the error in combining 

words into larger unit, such as phrases, clauses, and sentences. Grammatical error 

can also be defined as the errors at morphological and syntactical levels. 

Morphological error is the error which involves a failure to comply with the norm 

in supplying any part of word classes (James, 1998: 154), including general 

grammatical errors (articles, nouns,  pronouns, verbs, possessive case, adjectives, 

adverbs, and prepositions), substance errors (capitalization, punctuations, and 

spelling), lexical errors (word selection and word formation), syntactic errors 

(sentence structure, coordination/ subordination, and ordering), and semantic 

errors (miscommunication and ambiguous communication) (James, 1998: 156). 

Syntactical errors cover phrase structure error, clause error, and sentence error.              

           One sometimes hears people say that such-and-such a language 'has no 

grammar', but that is not true of any language. Every language has restrictions on 

how words must be arranged to construct a sentence. Such restrictions are 

principles of syntax. Every language has about as much syntax as any other 

language (Cited in Sandy Chung & Geoff Pullum, 2016). Instance, all languages 

have principles for constructing sentences that ask questions needing a yes or no 
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answer, e.g. Can you hear me?, questions inviting some other kind of answer, e.g. 

What did you see?, sentences that express commands, e.g. Eat your potatoes!, and 

sentences that make assertions, e.g. Whales eat.  

2.3 Error and mistake 

            Language is very difficult to evoid an error. Brown (2007: 257) stated 

when the children are learning their first language make counless mistakes from 

the point of view of edult grammatical language. The reason is second languange 

lerning is a process that is different from first language learning in its triel and 

error nature. Therefore, learner will make mistake in process acquisition. 

              Error is the systematic deviations done by learners who have not 

mastered the rules of the target language. It happens repeatedly as an unconscious 

process. Errors are systematic and predictable (Ellis, 1995: 26). Errors reflect a 

lack of underlying competence in the language they learn.  

              A process the fundamentally making mistikes is learning. Borwn (2007) 

clarified the statement by giving more explanation that mistakes, misjudgements, 

miscalsulations and errorneous assumption from an important aspect of learning. 

Therefore, mistake is related to language performance. The learners have known 

the correct rules, but they are unable to perform their competence. Mistakes can 

be caused by slip of the tongue and physical condition, such as fatigue, lack of 

attention, and strong emotion. An example of a mistake is the slip of the tongue 

done by someone when he wants to say mood but he wrongly utters the word 

moon. 
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2.4 Types of Error  

              Some experts has their own opinion and definition about the types of 

error. Dulay at al. (1982) classified the types of error based on linguistic category, 

surface strategy taxonomy, communicative effect taxonomy, and source of error. 

2.4.1 Types Base on Linguistic Category  

           Lingustic category taxonomies classified errors according to either or both 

the language component and the particular lingustic constituent the error affects. 

The elements of language component are phonology (pronouncition), syntax and 

morphology (grammar), semantic and lexicon (meaning and vocabulary) and 

discourse (style).    

2.4.2 Surface Strategy Taxonomy 

            Surface Strategy Taxonomy explains the alteration in the sentence which 

is devided into four types. Sometimes, learner omits necessary item, add 

unnecessary ones, misform items and misorder them. 

2.4.2.a Addition  

Addition is indicated by the presence of an ‘unwanted’ item in sentences. 

The unwanted items do not appear in a well-formed utterance. This happens when 

the learners overuse certain grammatical rules of the target language. Dulay et al 

(1982) classified three types of addition errors; double markings, regularization 

and simple edition. 
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 Double Marking 

Double markings happens when there is the failure to delete certain items 

which are required in some linguistic consentructions, but not in other. 

Example: He did not to come. (Correction: He did not come). 

In the first sentence, past tense is marked in the auxiliary and the verb is in 

the simple present form. While, the second language is correct because present 

tense is marked in the auxiliary and the verb. 

 Regularization 

A rule typically applies to a class of linguistic items, such as the class of 

main verbs or the class of nouns. As we know that English has both regular an 

irregular form and contruction in language. Both regular and irregular form can be 

in the form of verb and noun. For example: the verb eat does not become eated 

but it changes becom ate, the noun sheep is also sheeep in the plural, not sheeps. 

Dulay et al (1982:157) explained that regularization errors that fall under 

the addition category are those in which a marker that is typically added to a 

linguistic item is errouneously added to expectional items of the given class that 

do not take a marker. Therefore, these words such as deers, hitted and beated is 

become the example of regularization. 

 Simple addition 

The characteristic of simple addition error is the characteristic which do 

not include in the two other error addition (regularization and double marking). 
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Dulay at al (1982, 158) stated that there is no particular features characterize 

simple addition error. 

For example: The fishes does not live in the water (incorrect) 

                      The fish does not live in the water (correct) 

            2.4.2.b Omission  

Omission is indicated by the absence of certain item that must appear in 

sentences. This usually happens in the early stages of second language 

acquisition. Example: My sisters very pretty. (Correction: My sister is very 

pretty). 

The first sentence is the complete sentence and everyone can understand 

the meaning of the utterence easily.While, the second sentence is not complete 

although it can be understood the meaning from the utterence. However, is the 

and of are  the grammatical morphemes. Those little words play a minorrole in 

conveying the meaning of a sentence. Factually grammatical morphemes are 

much more frequently omitted than content word by the learners.  

            2.4.2.c Misformation  

            Misformation is indicated by the use of wrong forms of certain 

morphemes or structures. Example: Me don’t like. (Correction: I don’t like). 

Similar with the case of addition, misformation are divided into three types which 

have been frequently reported in the literature. They are regularization, archi- 

form and alternating form. 

 



20 
 

 
 

 Regularization Errors 

             The regularization error which is describe in the misformation category 

are those in which place of an irregular one. The linguistic item misformed which 

is found in the verbal production of child L2 learners, include reflexive pronoun, 

regular past and plural.  

For example: Reflexive pronoun : Them self (Themself) 

                      Regular past           : I fall (fell) 

                      Plural                      : Gooses (geese) 

                                                        Childs (Children) 

 Archi-forms 

             The selection of one number of a class of form to represent other in the 

class is a common characteristic of all stages of second language acquisition. 

For example: Give me that. (correct) 

                      Me hungry. (incorrect) 

                     That dog. (correct)  

                     That dogs (incorrect) 

 Alternating Forms 

              As the learners’vocabulary and grammar grow, the use of archi- forms 

often gives way to the apparently fairly free alteration of various members of a 

class with each other. 

For example:  
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o Those dog. (incorrect) 

o Those dogs. (correct) 

o I seen her yesterday. (incorrect) 

o I saw her yesterday. (correct) 

           2.3.2.d Misordering  

          Misordering is indicated by the incorrect placement of certain morphemes. 

Example: She fights all the time her brother. (Correction: She fights her brother 

all the time).  

 2.4.3  Comperative Taxonomy 

           In explaining comperative taxonomy, Dulay at al (1982: 163) mentioned 

that classification of errors in s comperative taxonomy is based on comparisons 

betweenthe structure of second language errors and certain other types of 

contruction. It can be concludeed that is useful for compare two different 

structures, it compares between structure in the first language learner and second 

language learner. For example, one were to use a comparative taxonomy to 

classify the error of a Malay student learning English and the other one might 

compare the structure of the students’ error which learned English as first 

language. 

2.4.4  Communicative Effect Taxonomy 

            The communicative effect classification deals with errors from the 

perspective of their effect on the listener or reader (Dulay at al, 1982: 189). It 

focuses on distinguishing between errors that seem to cause miscommunication 
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and those that do not. Error that effect the overall organization of the sentence 

hinder succesful communication, while errors that effect a single element of the 

sentence usually do not hinder communication. 

2.4.5 Source of Error 

           Discussion about the type of error, it brings the resercher to the important 

question. The source of error is the question that appears in the researcher’s mind. 

There are some experts explain about the source of error. Borwn (2007) classified 

the source of error into four types. Those are interlingual transfer, intralingual 

transfer, context of learning and communication strategies. 

            2.4.5.a Interlingual Tranfer 

            Interlingual eror is the most significance source of error for all learners. 

Second language learners in the beginning stage are specially vulnerable to 

interlingual tranfer from the native language. The native language is the only 

previous lingustic system, before the system of the second language is familiar. 

Brown (2007) gives some examples, the learners sometimes say : 

o “Sheep” For “ship” 

o “The book of Jack” insted of “Jackbook”. 

            2.4.5.b  Intralingual Tranfer 

           Intralingual tranfer is second major factor in second language learning. The 

early stage of language learning are characterized by a predominance of 

interference (interlingual tranfer) but once learners have begun to acquire parts of 
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the new system, more and more intralingual tranfer- generalization within the 

target language is manifested (Brown, 2007:264). As learners progress in the 

second language, their previous experience and their existing subsumers begin to 

include structures within the target language itself. For example:  

o Does john can sing? 

o He goed. 

o I do not know what time is it 

           2.4.5.c Context of Learning 

          Context of learning is a third major source of error. Context refers, for 

example to the classroom with it teacher and its materials in the case of school 

learning or the social situation in the case of tutored second language learning. In 

the classroom context the teacher or the text-bookcan lead the learner to make 

faulty hypotheses about the language. Students often make errors because of a 

misleading explanation from the teache, faulty presentation of a structureor word 

in a textbook or even becaus of a pattern that was rotely memorized in adrill but 

inproperly contextualize (Brown, 2007:264). For example, point at and point out 

might in later recall be confused simply because of the contiguity of presentation. 

           2.4.5.d Communication Strategies 

          The source of error is identicated by production strategies. Production 

strategies is used by learner in order to enhance  getting their message across, 

however in that time these technique can make the source of error (Brown, 

2007:264). 
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For example: 

o Let us work for well done of our country. (incorrect) 

o Let us work for welfare of our country. (correct) 

2.5 Argumentative Text 

            Everyone may has his or her own assumption about particular issue. They 

try to give their own argument in many ways such as writing an argumentative 

text. Argumentative text is the text that consists of the argument and the opinion 

of the writer. Giving argument is ususally imagined as fight or debate. However, 

according to Ramage and bean (2010), giving arguments mean the person does 

not have fought, but that person is doing creativity and productivity that engages 

into high level of inquiry and crotical thinking. Giving argument is also different 

from debate. In the debate, there are pro and cons side. However giving argument 

aims to find the best solution to complex problem. It does not mean that giving 

argument do not passionately support their own point of view or expose weakness 

in views they find faulty. The purpose does not win the one side, but find the best 

solution.  

             According to Ben (2012), in giving reson for claim in argumentation, 

people will not only place the claim to make the addressee accept it, but also 

sometimes manage to cause certain belief in our addresee in order to persuade 

them of our claim. The perpose of argumentative text is to pesuade the reader that 

the writer positions have merit. They wat to convince the reader is strengthen the 

writer’s idea by presenting evidence, fact, and example, not only by shouting the 
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opinion. Then, the writer addressee the opposing ideas and acknowledge it if the 

idea is strong enough. However, if the writer’s evidence is solid and the logic is 

sound, the writer should present convincing argument (Kirszner, 2009). 

2.6 Previous study  

There are certain studies ralated to error analysis which has been 

conducted before.  Al Alhaisini (2015) examined spelling errors in contextual 

writing composition tasks of 122 EFL students ( male and female ) enrolled in the 

intensive english language programme during the preparatory year at the 

university of Ha’il in Saudi Arabia. The result indicated that the most frequent 

spelling errors were ommision errors. The study draws mainly on cook (1999), 

who studied the proportions of spelling mistakes or errors made by L2 students. 

Error in spelling were catagorized according to OSIT ( Omission, Substitution, 

Insertion, and Transposition. 

Helmi (2014) analyzed grammatical error of bilingual students’ writing on 

second grade MAKBI class of MAN I Malang It is shown that the students use 

four types of grammatical errors proposed by Dulay et al (1981: 150) occur in this 

study. The most error found in this research are misformation error and omission 

error.  

Lifatul (2013) investigated grammatical errors made by non-English 

Department students in writing. Her research used Paul Brian’s Theory for finding 

grammatical error mistakes which occur in commonly usage. Based on the 

findings and discussions, it is found that the dominant grammatical mistakes 
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occurred in Capitalization is 53 errors. The last researcher is Arifin (2013) entitle 

Grammatical Errors Made by Third year Students of The State Junior High School 

1 Leces in writing. From the result of research, he concluded the highest number 

of error is error on Syntax. 

After reviewing the existing literature, the researcher concludes that no 

one investigated the use of grammatical errors analysis in students’ argumentative 

essays. In academic context, argumentative essays is kinds of essay that often 

wrote by university students. The students were required to write this kind of 

essay in their learning process, especially in Department of English Literature at 

Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. It is proven by the 

course that must be taken by the studentswhen they were in third semester and 

fourth semester. Therefore, in writing this essay, the writers have to give an 

intention in using grammar rules in order to help the writers’ writing and reader 

easily understand their writing.  Thus the researcher is sure to present this study 

which focuses on grammatical errors found in student’ argumentative  essays. 
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CHAPTER III 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

This chapter presents the findings and discussions obtained from the data 

analysis. The analysis of the data is conducted in line with the formulated research 

questions. The whole data are taken from the written essay of forth-semester 

students of English Department, Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim 

Malang. The classifications of error are addition, omission, misordering, and 

misformation. 

3.1 Findings 

      3.1.1 Types of Error and Source of Error 

In this research, the researcher analyses 75 data about argumentative essay 

related to the research question of the research. The types of error are analyzed  

using Dulay’s theory which consists of four types of errors. Whereas, the source 

of error are analyzed using Brown theory. After analayzing all of the data that is 

found in the students writing. The resercher determaines the source of error using 

the theory proposed by Brown. In addition, the researcher gives name to explain 

the identity of  the reseacher. 

           3.1.1.a Addition 

Addition is signified by the action or process of adding word to word else in 

unwanted items do not occur in a well-formed utterence. The researcher classifies  

addition type as the data which have been found it. The characteristic of addition 
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error has many types such as addition of be, addition of apostrophe-s, addition of 

suffix-s/es etc. From the writing above, the researcher found addition of suffix-

s/es, addition of verb (using suffix of -ing and -ed), and addition of be. 

a. Addition of suffix-s/es 

 Ralated on research question number two, the researcher found three 

patterns of addition in suffix-s/es. Those are subject-verb agreement, modal verb, 

and to infinitive of verb. Firstly, subject-verb agreement simply means the subject 

and verb must agree in number. This means both need to be singular or both need 

to be plural. From the data above, the researcher found three data errors as  

belonging to subject-verb agreement. Here some examples that the researcher 

picks from the data. 

And fasilities for the students who wants to learning in modern and salafy education. ( AE.1 ) 

Indonesia people thinks that book is not really important to their life. ( AE.5 ) 

Our imagination automatically increases knowledgeable with all knowledge from a book. ( AE.5 ) 

People’s trought tries to find any solutions to some problems. ( AE.5 ) 

Education in Islamic schools provides education about islam more. (EA.11) 

Martial arts makes her a very brave woman. (AE.15) 

Bullying news occurs in SMP Negeri 3 Pangkal Pinang. (AE.14) 

In sentences above, the students failed to make the agreement between 

subject and verb. the subject are plural such as the students, people, our 

imagination, Martial arts, news, and schools. Those sentences are grammatically 

incorrect because  the verb must agree with the subject. Theoretically, adding 

suffixe-s/es, it purposes to show the position of singular noun.  The verb is added 

with suffix-s/es because the subject is third person singular. To construct a correct 
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sentence structurally, the verb must agree with the subject. Therefore, the student 

must be able to identify the subject whether it is singular or plural. Having no 

competence in identifying the subject will make student fails to produce the 

correct form of the verb. It means that the students have made errors in making 

the agreement between subject and verb. the source of error types are intralingual 

transfer because the student forgot to delete unimpotant item in sentences. 

Secondly,  if  there is a modal verb, such as can or could, must, should, 

and will. The modal should be followed verb -1 without adding suffixe-s/es.  

Therefore, it should be in its simple form without any suffix. The student made 

errors in this area. Those are as follow: 

There will be visits between nations as tourist. ( AE.4 ) 

First, reading books can improves our imagination. ( AE.5) 

 

 

Base on the data above, the researcher found two examples of modal error. 

The first example is shown in this sentence “There will be visits between nations 

as tourist.” Actually in Bahasa Indonesia students wants to say “disana akan 

dikunjungi orang lokal sebagai turis.” This sentence should be passive sentence 

and it needs past participle verb in front of be. In other hand, students wrote 

present verb and added suffix-s in verb. The second example is “First, reading 

books can improves our imagination.” The sentence should eliminate suffix-es 

because the subject is plural noun and the verb should be present verb/V1 in front 

of modal. In result above, the students are still confused by using  modal verb and 

forgotten to eliminate unimportant item in the sentence. The source of error types 
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are same as intralingual transfer because error is made as failure to delete 

unimportant item in the sentence. 

Thirdly, We refer to these verb as infinitives when they are not part of the 

tense of a verb. Sometimes the infinitive follows to, and we call this the full 

infinitive or the infinitive with to. In this area, the suffix-s/es of infinitive with to 

appears twice in the argumentative esssay. Those are sentences below. 

Moreever, it is more important to changes the educational system. ( AE.3 ) 

In this essay, I  would like to describes how the important read books. ( AE.5 ) 

I try to started from reading a short article. (AE.13) 

in the sentences above, the student failed to understand the function of to 

(infinitive). It is caused by the suffix-s/es is added in the end of present verb/V1. 

The both of example sentence, “Moreever, it is more important to changes... and 

In this essay, I  would like to describes...” are added suffix-s/es in the end of verb 

which should be present verb as the pattern of infinitive with to.  Actually  the 

using of infinitive with to after certain verb should be followed by verb in present 

form or V1 without suffix-es/s. And the last sentence, “I try to started from 

reading a short article” is ”to infinitive” form. An infitive is the word “to” 

followed by a verb. we use the to-infinitive after certain verb and should use v-1 

after ” to-infinitive”. However, the sentence used started  as past form after to-

infinitive. Therefore, it should be in its simple form without any suffix.  The 

source of those kinds of error is intralingual transfer. 
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b. Addition of  verb 

- Using –ing  form of verb 

I will still trying to read more books. (AE.13) 

            Base on the sentences above, –ing as a suffix used to make one of the 

inflected forms of English Verb. However, student failed to understand the 

function of –ing form. If we identify the sentence above, it found a modal (will) 

after subject. if  there is a modal verb, such as can or could, must, should, and 

will. The modal should be followed verb -1 without adding suffixe-ing.  

Therefore, it should be in its simple form without any suffix. The student made a 

error in this area. The source of those kinds of error is intralingual transfer.\ 

- Using –ed  form of verb 

I will discussed about a book is important in our life. (AE.13) 

  From sentences above, student have made error which accurs in function 

of suffix-ed. Firstly, I will discussed about a book is important in our life is 

present future tense, using of modal is a mark of  this tense. The modal should be 

followed by v-1, without any suffix. The student added the-ed as suffix on the 

active verb, whereas, there is will as modal stands on the sentence. Therefore, 

student still confused to use of modal function.The source of error types is  

intralingual transfer because error is made as failure to delete unimportant item in 

the sentence. 
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c. Addition of  be 

Islamic education is provides better education because in public school do not have 

Islamic knowledge more. (EA.11) 

             The researcher analyses from sentences above, the using of be is useless. 

The sentence form is general truth. It used to discribe simple present. The student 

means Islamic education is Islamic boarding school which has deeply Islamic 

knowledge better than public school. It is as a mark of Islamic boarding school 

provides deeply Islamic knowledge better than commonly public school, is 

general truth. And also the using of suffix-es/s is present simple form in the third 

person singular the verb always ends in-es/s. The source of error types is  

intralingual transfer. 

d. Addition of plural marker 

Reading a book  can fill my heads about a variety of new information. (AE.13) 

I read can help to open the way my minds to get insight in other worlds. (AE.13) 

When a noun indicates one only, it is a singular noun. When a noun 

indicates more than one, it is plural. From the sentences above, the researcher 

indicates sentences are plural. They are identified by putting suffix –s as plural 

noun, such as my heads and my minds. However, if we look carefully the words 

are possesive  nouns which have used my as possesive pronoun. My word  is 

refered to the writer who is a person. Therefore, the using of suffix –s as plural 

noun on the head and mind is inexact word as error is made as failure.  The source 

of error types is  intralingual transfer. 
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      3.1.1.b Omission 

Omission is indicated by the absence of certain item that must appear in 

sentences. This usually happens in the early stages of second language 

acquisition. From the argumentative essay above, the researcher identified 29 

errors. In other hand, the researcher only appears one example from each branch 

of omission error because the examples are very frequently to show the all of 

example. Those are Omission of be, Omission of plural marker, Omission of 

suffix-s/es, Omission of subject, Omission of verb,  Omission of article.  

a. Omission of be 

Omission of be is indicated by omitting be in sentences which must be 

appeared it. The researcher catagorizes the ommision of be into three parts. 

Firstly, ommision of be as passive voice. Those are sentences as follow:  

The modern islamic boarding school inhabited by hundreds.( AE.1 ) 

Then it called excursionist. ( AE.4 ) 

Rich brian increasing known by many people in Indonesia.(AE.7) 

All of  official single video of Rich Chigga uploaded by 8 rising’s Youtube 

channel.(AE.7) 

Rich Brian asked by  many people about his loyalty to Indonesia.(AE.7) 

This bullying  is very dangerous because it not only caused physical or mental injury. 

(AE.14) 

The all of sentence, those should be in the form of passive sentence and it needs 

be in front of past participle verb. It should be is because as a conjugation of the 

verb be and it takes the third person singular present form. In the grammatical 

subject of a passive verb is the original object of an active verb, only a transitive 
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verb may be used in the passive voice. The source of those kinds of error is 

communication strategies. 

Secondly, ommision of be as using in –ing form of verbs or present 

progressive.  

In adition, parents also worrying if they have to separate with their children. ( AE.1 ) 

Mostly, the morals of the students who learning in islamic boarding school. ( AE.1 ) 

Indonesia culture has also flying in the countries where foreign investment. (AE.6) 

Whereas if she sporting that happened she will not only save herself. (AE.14) 

 

Base on the sentences above, the researcher found three  kinds of 

ommision of be as using in –ing form. Firstly, the both of sentence, In adition, 

parents also worrying... and ...the students who learning... is plural subject. Those 

sentences are indicated with final-s, such as parents also worrying.. and  students 

who learning.. The sentences are indicated continuing action, something going on 

now. This sentence should be formed with the helping “to be” verb, in the present 

tense, plus the present participle of the main verb or lexical verb ( with an –ing 

ending). Therefore, be should be are because the subject shows plural pronoun. 

The source of those kinds of error is interlingual transfer. Secondly, Indonesia 

culture has also flying...is a present perfect continous tense.  The present perfect 

continous tense formed using the construction has/have been + the present 

participle (verb+ing). Student forgets to add be on the sentence. Whereas, there is 

a auxiliary verb (has) and verb+ing (flying) formed on the sentence without any 

be. Therefore, the sentence should add  be because the sentence is omitted of be. 

Thirdly,, the last sentence is “Whereas if she sporting that happened she will not 
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only save herself”. The student leaves be as auxiliary verb. Actually, it is present 

continous tense that formed using be as auxiliary and verb-ing as action going 

now. The source of those kinds of error is communication strategies. 

And the thirdly is ommision of be is found in sentences below. 

Indonesia is a country that quality of education  lower than European countries ( EA.3 ) 

 

The be must appear in the sentence above because the function is as a 

verb. the researcher means that the student needs to pay attention subject-verb 

agreement to make correct sentence. “Indonesia is a country that quality of 

education lower than European countries.” In this sentence, the student omits be 

as the function of primary verb. Be here, also functions to form the tenses and 

moos of other verbs. It uses is although the subject is abstract noun, can be used in 

both countable and uncountable noun. In generally, the most often used as 

countable noun. The researcher realizes that the student still confused in dealing 

with english grammar system. The source of error type is interlingual transfer 

because error is made as the result from native language. 

b. Omission of plural marker 

Omission of  plural marker. Plural marker is affix or letter added to 

singular nouns to make them plural. Once a plural marker is added to a singular 

noun, that noun becomes countable. The kinds of plural marker found in the 

students’ writing are : 

Today many Islamic Boarding School are adopting formal education. ( AE.1 ) 
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There are some extracurricular which generally exist in modern islamic boarding school. ( AE.1 ) 

Indonesia has so many beautiful place. ( AE.2 ) 

There are many pesantren that already provide various fasilities like in formal school. ( AE.1 ) 

They want to visit  some place. (AE.2 ) 

Now there are many tourism place has stakeholders. (AE.2) 

Tourism is explained in great detail because there are some traveler cannot distinguish. (AE.4)  

There are some event occurred. (AE.5) 

Indonesia has many kind of entertainment, games. (AE.5) 

Two figure who perfome at the time reog ponorogo demonstrated (AE.6) 

Although some reason reckon on the opinion that part time job.(AE.8) 

They bring some opinion toward the society about part time.(AE.8) 

If the teacher gives the value to the students by giving some feedback. (EA.9) 

 

In above, the researcher  identifies base on sentences above which are 

classified into three types of quantifiers are some, many and plural noun . Firstly, 

some error appears forth in the essays. Base on an example of sentence is “there 

are some extracurricular..”  The students forgot to put final-s in the end of noun 

which is placed in front of some. And also the students have not realize the 

patteren and function of some. Theoretically, some is unspecified amount or 

number of. It used to refer to someone or something that is unknown or 

unspecified. The using of some before plural and uncountable nouns, usually in 

affirmative sentences. In other hand, students’ writing has some mistakes for 

adding plural nouns after they use of quantifier words. Such as  some place,  some 

traveler, some reason, some opinion, some feedback, and some event. Therefore, 

the students were still confused in plural marker aspecially differenting whether to 

use singular form and plural form. 
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Secondly,  many error appears fifth in the essays. In sentence above, 

“There are many pesantren that already provide various fasilities like in formal 

school.”.  the students did not allow final-s in the end of countable (plural) noun 

after the use of many. The use of  many  is to suggest a large quantity and with 

countable (plural) nouns. The source of those error types are interlingual transfer 

because student forgot to add important item in the sentence. 

Thirdly,“Two figure who perfome at the time reog ponorogo 

demonstrated” is plural noun. The student forgot to put final-s in the end of plural 

noun. Actually two is plural noun and figure is  modified two. Therefore, figure 

must give suffix –s as plural noun. The source of those error types are interlingual 

transfer. 

c. Omission of suffix 

Omission of suffix-s/es. A suffix is a letter or a group of letters added to 

the end of a word to change its meaning or to ensure it fits grammatically into a 

sentence. There many suffixes used in the english language to create a rich 

vocabulary. These suffixes change the meaning or grammatical function of a root 

word.  The researcher catagorizes the data are omission of suffix-s/es because 

base on data there are some mistakes which are identified the sentences is omit of 

suffix-s/ es, those are as below: 

Identically, the modern boarding school apply foreign language for practice .(AE.1) 

It has Tourism Academy or Vocation High School focus on turism field. ( AE.2 ) 

Now, turism become more popular after program on tv. ( AE.2 ) 

The writer know that now social media is so popular. ( AE.2 ) 
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There are two ways to do that based on what the writer describe above. (AE.2) 

In oder hand, the goverment also make the wisdow of free school to lower education. ( AE.3 ) 

Convention tourism usually provide building facilities. ( AE.4 ) 

Before present, he read some books about the method of writing. ( AE.5 ) 

At present, Kris use more of a heavenly accessories in dressing. (AE.6) 

In this case the teacher better take the intiative to ask the judgement.(AE.9) 

The learning process in the class become comfortable. (EA.9) 

The learning process become more effective and it also gives the students .(EA.10) 

Indonesia is one of the countries that become the greatest position.(EA.11) 

Feedback provide improvement on learners’writing level. (EA.12) 

And make a person feel unconfortable. (AE.14) 

 

The researcher found the omission error which is caused by omitting 

suffix-s/es. The sentences are incorrect because the students ignore the rule of  

subject- verb agreement. In those sentences, the subject pronoun is indicated with 

singular. Verb which follows third person singular should be followed by verb 

with suffix-s/es. The source of error type is interlingual transfer as the result of 

tranfer as the result of transfering the language from native language. 

d. Omission of subject 

Omission of subject. A subject is a part of a sentence that contains the 

person or thing performing. Here is an example of error of ommision of subject 

that the researcher picks from the data.  

In this case, can make difficulty in up level because of not ready...( AE.3 ) 

Nowadays, is a modern era and modern education. (AE.3) 
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In bahasa, the student wants to say “dalam kasus ini dapat membuat 

kesulitan dalam meningkatkan level or saat ini adalah sebuah modern era”. The 

student forgot to add  the subject because the student aims “in this case or 

nowadays” word has stated as subject. In other hand, this santence is 

grammatically incorrect because there is not subject in the sentence. Subject is the 

most important item that must appear in the sentence  and it is useful to make the 

reader understand the context easily. The source of error type is interlingual 

transfer as the result of tranfer as the result of transfering the language from native 

language. 

e. Omission of verb 

Omission of verb. Verb is a main part of a sentence in English. A verb is a 

kind of word (part of speech) that tells about an action or a state.  

Islamic boarding school will difficult to find a job ( AE. 1 ) 

We have to smart and have knowledge. ( AE. 5 ) 

 

The student often forgets some important parts in a sentence. In sentence 

above, the researcher found three examples omission of verb. The  first example is 

shown in this sentence, “Islamic boarding school will difficult to find a job”. Actually the 

use of will as modal should be followed by verb. However, the students put 

difficult as adjective. Before they consider the modal pattern should be attended 

by v-1. The second example, “We have to smart and have knowledge”. In Bahasa 

Indonesia student wants to say “ kami harus cerdas dan memiliki ilmu”. Actually 

this sentence should use must for expressing necessity. In other hand, if the 
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sentence use have to as modal verb should be followed by verb. The researcher 

found two kinds of source of error from the sentences above. Those are 

intralingual transfer and communication strategies. 

f. Ommision of article 

Omission of article. An article is a word that comes before a noun. There 

are two kinds of articles: definite article and indefinite articles.  

Turism is travel for pleasure, practice turism, doing business, or entertaining tourist. ( AE.4 ) 

In conclusion, book is media to develop oureselves and to change this world. ( AE.5 ) 

 

In above, the examples of ommision of article. The both example is shown 

in this sentence, “Turism is travel for pleasure, practice turism, doing business, or 

entertaining tourist” and  “In conclusion, book is media to develop oureselves and 

to change this world”. The student should insert article as the important part in a 

sentence to indicate singular count noun. From the subjects are turism and book. 

the student  should be able to recognize the singular and plural subject. Therefore, 

to make those sentences correct. It should be added article in front of noun. The 

source of error type is interlingual transfer as the result of tranfer as the result of 

transfering the language from native language. 

    3.1.1.c Misformation 

Misformation is indicated by the use of wrong forms of certain morphemes or 

structures. Similar with the case of addition, misformation are divided into three 

types which have been frequently reported in the literature. They are 
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regularization, archi- form and alternating form. From the writing above, the 

researcher only finds regulation error. The regularization error which is describe 

in the misformation category are those in which place of an irregular one. The 

linguistic item misformed which is found in the verbal production of child L2 

learners, include reflexive pronoun, regular past and plural. Base on the data ,the 

researcher finds some examples : 

The distinguishes is the learning sytem at that place. ( AE.1 ) 

The rooms of employable is not comparable with the number of students graduated. ( AE.2 ) 

In this case, the attainment performance of students is not satisfied. ( AE.3 ) 

The benifits of tourism in term of politics is maintain good international relations. ( AE.4 ) 

In adition, travelers is also divided into several kinds. ( AE.4 ) 

Examples of material arts that is very famous in the area of Java. (AE.15) 

If material arts is more in the show for men. (AE.15) 

Martial arts is one of the martial arts that requires a lot of concentration. (AE.15) 

 

From examples above, the researcher indicates the all sentences are plural 

noun. Because the students substitutes auxiliary verb of plural noun to the 

auxiliary verb of singular noun.Thus, those are should be changed into are 

because they are plural noun. Except, this sentences are singular noun. They 

should be turned into is. The student overgeneralized the pluralizing of noun. 

They adds be without considering that there are some irregular forms of nouns 

pluralization. The source of those kinds of errors is context of learning because 

the student memorizes in adrill and they can not apply in making sentence.  

Student may misunderstanding lecturer’s explanation. 
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       3.1.1.d Misordering  

          Misordering is indicated by the incorrect placement of certain morphemes.   

To reduce that thing, we students can join to university ( EA.2 ) 

It can be our change to can accepted to worked. ( EA.2 ) 

It would have been will make us left behind the other countries. ( AE.3 ) 

I read can help to open the way my minds to get insight in other worlds. (AE.13) 

I think not all books should be read but we must first see who the auther. (AE.13) 

I still feel do not have volition to read a book. (AE.13) 

 

The researcher found some misordering errors in sentence above. Firstly, 

“To reduce that thing, we students can join to university”. In Bahasa Indonesia, 

the student wants to say “Untuk menurunkan mengenai itu, kita sebagai pelajar 

mampu bergabung ke kampus.” The sentence omits as for the function of 

conjuction. The sentence will be more appropriate if it uses conjunction.  

Theoretically, Misordering error happens because student puts morpheme or 

group of morpheme in an utterance in incorrect placement. Secondly, the use of 

modal two times in one sentence and incorrect placement of  modal  Such as, “It 

can be our change to can accepted to worked.” and “It would have been will 

make us left behind the other countries. “  The student’s lack understanding in the 

formula of modal. The student’s failure in putting modal and verb. for making 

effective sentence, we have to diminish the use of inappropriate modal. And also, 

modal placement occurs before verb, for example : ” I read can help to open the 

way my minds to get insight in other worlds.” Theoretically, modal can not be 

agree with to, Ving,Vs/es and V3. It should be followed by V1 and state before 
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verb. The researcher found two modal verbs could never be used together. 

Thirdly, the researcher found auxiliary verbs are incorrect placement. Like as, “I 

think not all books should be read but we must first see who the auther.” And “I 

still feel do not have volition to read a book.” The student are still confused about 

the placement and function of auxiliary verb. auxiliary verbs  are used  together 

with a main verb as helping to show the verb’s tense or to form a negative or 

question. The error of  the sentence above, student puts the auxiliry verb after 

main verb. Whereas, it occurs before main verb.  The source of this types error is 

communication strategies because student uses production strategies to enhance 

getting their messages across. 

3.2 DISCUSSION 

After conducting the research, doing the analysis, and presenting the results, 

the researcher has analyzed fifteen argumentative essays made in forth-semester 

of English Department which contain grammatical errors. Then the researcher 

discusses the whole data to answer the researcher question. Those researcher 

question are what and how the types of error made in students’ argumentative 

essay and what the source of error are found in students’ argumentative essay.  

The researcher found four  types of errors in the argumentative essays written 

in forth-semester of English Department. Those types of error are omission error, 

addition error, misordering error and misformation error. In addition, the 

researcher also found the source of those types of errors. Those are interlingual 

tranfer, context of  learning and communication strategies. 
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Base on the written, students have made errors according to Dulay’s et al. 

(1982) which is classified into addition error, omission error,  misformation error 

and misordering error. Both addition errror and misformation error have three 

types. Addition error is classified into double markings, regulation and simple 

addition. While, misformation error is classified into regularization errors, archi-

forms and alternating forms. 

Addition error is the opposite of omission error. It occurs because student gets 

failure to omit unimportant item in sentence. It means that student adds 

unnecessary item that must not important item in the sentence. Base on analysis, 

Addition is indicated by the presence of an ‘unwanted’ item in sentences. The 

unwanted items do not appear in a well-formed utterance. This happens when the 

learners overuse certain grammatical rules of the target language. Dulay et al 

(1982) classified three types of addition errors; double markings, regularization 

and simple addition. The characteristic of simple addition error is the 

characteristic which do not include in the two other error addition (regularization 

and double marking). Dulay at al (1982, 158) stated that there is no particular 

features characterize simple addition error. The characteristic of addition error has 

many types such as addition of  be, addition of apostrophe-s, addition of suffix-

s/es etc. From the writing above, the researcher found addition of suffix-s/es, 

addition of verb (using suffix of -ing and -ed), and addition of be. The students 

failed to make the agreement between subject and verb. the subjects are plural 

such as the students, people, and our imagination. Those sentence are 

grammatically incorrect because  the verb must agree with the subject. Secondly, 
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student failed to understand the function of –ing form. If we identify the sentence 

above, I will still trying to read more books found a modal (will) after subject (I). 

Whereas, if  there is a modal verb, such as can or could, must, should, and will. 

The modal should be followed verb -1 without adding suffix-ing.  Therefore, it 

should be in its simple form without any suffix. The student made a error in this 

area. Thirdly, the using of be is useless. The sentence form is general truth. It used 

to discribe simple present. The student means Islamic education is Islamic 

boarding school which has deeply Islamic knowledge better than public school. It 

is as a mark of Islamic boarding school provides deeply Islamic knowledge better 

than commonly public school, is general truth. And also the using of suffix-es/s is 

present simple form in the third person singular the verb always ends in-es/s. 

Omission error accurs because learner omits some important items that must 

appear in the sentence. From the analysis, students are catagorized because they 

omit subject, suffix-s, be, verb, article, plural marker. Omission of subject and 

verb made the sentence incorrect because subject is the most important item in the 

sentence. it also important to pay intention the use of suffix-s and be because those 

have strong relation with subject and verb agreement. While the use of article and 

plural marker influence the meaning of sentence. The types of errors  accur 

oftenest is omission. The researcher found 46 errors which are producted by 

students.  

Misformation error found in some sentence. It can be misformation of verb, 

misformation of auxilary and misformation of preposition is also found 

phenomena which is called as alternating form and archi- form and double 
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marking. It supported by Dulay et al. (1982) that misformation error is divided 

into altenating forms, archi- form and regularization errors. The researcher only 

finds regulation error. The regularization error which is describe in the 

misformation category are those in which place of an irregular one. The linguistic 

item misformed which is found in the verbal production of child L2 learners, 

include reflexive pronoun, regular past and plural. Researcher finds this 

phenomenon in substituting verb of plural noun to the auxiliary verb of plural 

noun. The researcher clasifies the data are misformation of auxilary. There are 

five data of misformation of auxalary that are found base on the essays. the 

researcher indicates the all sentences are plural noun. Because the students 

substitutes auxiliary verb of plural noun to the auxiliary verb of singular 

noun.Thus, those are should be changed into are because they are plural noun. 

Except, this sentences are singular noun. They should be turned into is. The 

student overgeneralized the pluralizing of noun. They adds be without considering 

that there are some irregular forms of nouns pluralization.  

          Misordering is indicated by the incorrect placement of certain 

morphemes. The researcher found some misordering errors in example frem this 

sentence. “To reduce that thing, we students can join to university”. In Bahasa 

Indonesia, the student wants to say “Untuk menurunkan mengenai itu, kita 

sebagai pelajar mampu bergabung ke kampus.” The sentence omits as for the 

function of conjuction. The sentence will be more appropriate if it uses 

conjunction. The student’s lack understanding in the formula of modal. The 

student’s failure in putting modal and verb. for making effective sentence, we 
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have to diminish the use of inappropriate modal. Theoretically, modal can not be 

agree with to, Ving,Vs/es and V3. It should be followed by V1. And also the 

researcher found two modal verbs could never be used together. 

After analyzing and describing the whole data based on the types of error, the 

researcher found the sources of errors. Those are 1). interlingual transfer 2) 

intralingual transfer 3) context of learning and 4) communication strategies 

(Brown,2007). 

Firstly, interlingual eror is the most significance source of error for all 

learners. Second language learners in the beginning stage are specially vulnerable 

to interlingual tranfer from the native language. The native language is the only 

previous lingustic system, before the system of the second language is familiar. 

Brown (2007). Interlingual transfer occurs most of many from another source of 

error. In those kinds of error students translate sentence from Bahasa Indonesia to 

English directly. Such as, “In this case, can make difficulty in up level because of 

not ready from the operator”. In bahasa, the student wants to say “dalam  kasus 

ini dapat membuat kesulitan dalam meningkatkan...”. The student forgot to add  

the subject because the student aims “in this case or nowadays” word has stated as 

subject. In other hand, this santence is grammatically incorrect because there is 

not subject in the sentence.Sometimes students forget to apply grammatical rule.  

The second is intralingual transfer. Intralingual tranfer is second major factor 

in second language learning. The early stage of language learning are 

characterized by a predominance of interference (interlingual tranfer) but once 

learners have begun to acquire parts of the new system, more and more 



48 
 

 
 

intralingual tranfer- generalization within the target language is manifested 

(Brown, 2007:264). As learners progress in the second language, their previous 

experience and their existing subsumers begin to include structures within the 

target language itself. The intralingual transfer accurs several times on addition 

error. The students were still confused in making the agreement between subject 

and verb. It could be because in bahasa Indonesia there is no agreement between 

subject and verb. And also the students are still confused by using  modal verb 

and forgotten to eliminate unimportant item in the sentence. 

The thirdly, Context of learning is a third major source of error. Context 

refers, for example to the classroom with it teacher and its materials in the case of 

school learning or the social situation in the case of tutored second language 

learning. In the classroom context the teacher or the text-bookcan lead the learner 

to make faulty hypotheses about the language. Students often make errors because 

of a misleading explanation from the teache, faulty presentation of a structureor 

word in a textbook or even becaus of a pattern that was rotely memorized in adrill 

but inproperly contextualize (Brown, 2007:264). Actually context of learning 

accurs because students may misunderstand teacher explanation. On the contrary, 

students have understood by memorizing the grammatical rule, but they get failure 

to apply in making a sentence. The last is communication strategies which is 

signified by the use of production strategies to enhance getting their messages 

across. 

Forthly, Communication Strategies. The source of error is identicated by 

production strategies. Production strategies is used by learner in order to enhance  
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getting their message across, however in that time these technique can make the 

source of error (Brown, 2007:264). The student made errors in producing strategy. 
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CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

 This chapter covers two sub-topics of the research, they are conclusion and 

suggestion. The conclusion will be drawn based on the findings and discussions 

above. Whereas, the suggestion will lead the further researcher in conducting 

research on the same fields.  

4.1 Conclusion 

 

After analyzing the data in findings and discussions above, the result showed 

that Grammatical Errors made in Students’ Argumentative Essay with the number 

of  seventy five data in total from twenty argumentative essays with four types of 

error and four types of source of errors. The researcher found fifteen essays are 

well-supplied data and five essays are well grammatical. Those errors are addition 

error, omission error, misformation error, and misordering error. Some addition 

errors are classified as addition of suffix –es/s, addition of verb, addition of be and 

addition of plural marker. Omission error is the oftenest error found in data of 

student’s argumentative essay. Some omission errors are classified as omission of 

be, omission of plural marker, Omission of suffix, omission of subject, and 

omission of verb In adition, misformation error is found only one type is 

regulation error. Misordering error is found some misordering errors the incorrect 

placement of certain morphemes.  

The source of errors that the researcher found in this researcher were 

interlingual transfer, intralingual transfer, context of  learning, and communication 
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strategies. Base on the analysis, researcher found that interlingual transfer is 

oftenest source of error. The benefit of conducting grammatical error analysis can 

be seen the different point of view. For the teacher or lecturer, this research is able 

to identify student’s comprehension and weaknesses. Whereas, for the student, the 

research can be used to measure their competence in understanding of 

grammatical. 

4.2 Suggestion 

 

 This study describes what grammatical error made in students’ 

argumentative essay. This study contributes on improving and understanding 

language studies especially on grammatical errors connected to the recent errors in 

case of argumentative essay. The researcher would like to offer suggestion to the 

students and next researcher to decrease errors writing  in argumentative essay. 

Firstly, students be able to understand by their mistakes and able to improve their 

abality more better than before. Students  should understand about the different 

rules between Bahasa Indonesia and English. Especially, the students should 

emphesize the concepts of the suffix-s/es because the commonly of error relate to 

use of suffix-s/es. Therefore, students be able to understand how to write in 

English rules and distinguish how the rules are applied. And also the researcher 

gives some suggestions for the further researcher to conduct the study of 

grammatical error with the matter of text or essay in some differences of essay. 

The other matter will be interesting to be analyzed toward grammatical error 

related to best data use, most accurate data and performance which is not covered 

by linguistics yet before.  
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TYPES OF ERRORS EXAMPLE OF ERRORS CAUSES 
SOURCE OF 

ERROR 

Four types of errors: 

a. Addition 

o Addition of suffix s/es 

The researcher found three 

patterns kinds of addition in 

suffix-s/es. 

1. subject-verb agreement 

2. modal verb 

3. infinitive of verb 

 

o Addition of verb 

o Addition of be 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o Addition of suffix s/es 

1. S+V agreement : 

1. And fasilities for the students who wants 

to learning in modern and salafy 

education. ( AE.1 ) 

2. Indonesia people thinks that book is not 

really important to their life. ( AE.5 ) 

3. Our imagination automatically increases 

knowledgeable with all knowledge from a 

book.( AE.5 ) 

4. People’s trought tries to find any solutions 

to some problems. ( AE.5 ) 

5. Education in Islamic schools provides 

education about Islam more than public 

school. (AE.11) 

6. Martial arts makes her a very brave 

woman. (AE.15) 

7. Bullying news occurs in SMP Negeri 3 

 

 

 

The student is failed to construct correct 

sentences structurally. Therefore, the student 

must be able to identify the subject whether 

it is singular or plural. Having no 

competence in identifying the subject will 

make student fails to produce the correct 

form of the verb. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intralingual 

transfer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pangkal Pinang. (AE.14)  

 

 

 

2. modal verb : 

8. There will visits between nations as 

tourist. ( AE.4 ) 

9. First, reading books can improves our 

imagination. ( AE.5) 

The modal should be followed verb -1 

without adding suffixe-s/es.  Therefore, it 

should be in its simple form without any 

suffix. The student is still confused by using  

modal verb and forgotten to eliminate 

unimportant item in the sentence. 

Intralingual 

transfer 

3. Infinitive of verb : 

10. Moreever, it is more important to changes 

the educational system. ( AE.3 ) 

11. In this essay, I  would like to describes 

how the important read books.( AE.5 ) 

12. I try to started from reading a short article. 

(AE.13) 

The student failed to understand the function 

of to (infinitive). We use an infinitive after 

certain verb, after to  should be followed by 

verb in first form or verb -1 without suffix-

es/s. Therefore, it should be in its simple 

form without any suffix. 

Intralingual 

transfer 

 

 

 

 

 

o Addition of verb 

                             Using –ing  form of verb 

13. I will still trying to read more books. 

Student failed to understand the function of 

–ing and -ed form. If we identify the 

sentence above, it found a modal (will) after 

Interlingual 

Transfer 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Omission 

a. Omission of be  

b. Omission of plural 

marker 

c. Omission of suffix-s/es 

d. Omission of subject 

e. Omission of verb 

f. Omission of article 

(AE.13) 

                            Using –ed  form of verb 

14. I will discussed about a book is important 

in our life. (AE.13) 

subject. if  there is a modal verb, such as can 

or could, must, should, and will. 

 

 

o Addition of be 

15. Islamic education is provides better 

because in public school do not have 

Islamic knowledge more.(AE.11) 

The researcher analyses from sentences 

above, the using of be is useless. The 

sentence form is general truth. It used to 

discribe simple present. 

 

Interlingual 

Transfer 

a. Omission of  be is catagorized into three parts: 

1. passive voice 

16. The modern islamic boarding school 

inhabited by hundreds.( AE.1 ) 

17. Then it called excursionist.( AE.4 ) 

18. Rich brian increasing known by many 

people in Indonesia.(AE.7) 

19. All of  official single video of Rich Chigga 

uploaded by 8 rising’s Youtube 

channel.(AE.7) 

20. Rich Brian asked by  many people about 

his loyalty to Indonesia.(AE.7) 

21. This bullying  is very dangerous because it 

 

 

The sentences should be in the form of 

passive sentence and it needs be in front of 

past participle verb. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication 

strategies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

not only caused physical or mental 

injury.(AE.14) 

2. using –ing form of verbs 

22. In adition, parents also worrying if they 

have to separate with their children.  

( AE.1 ) 

23. Mostly, the morals of the students who 

learning in islamic boarding school.  

( AE.1 ) 

24. Indonesia culture has also flying in the 

countries where foreign investment. 

(AE.6) 

25. Whereas if she sporting that happened she 

will not only save herself. (AE.14) 

3. Using of  to be 

26. Indonesia is a country that quality of 

education  lower than European countries. 

( AE.3 ) 

 

 

 

The sentences are indicated continuing 

action, something going on now. This tense 

should be formed with the helping “to be” 

verb, in the present tense, plus the present 

participle of the main verb or lexical verb ( 

with an –ing ending) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The be must appear in the sentence because 

the function is as a verb. the researcher 

means that the student needs to pay attention 

subject-verb agreement to make correct 

sentence.  

 

 

 

Communication 

strategies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interlingual 

transfer 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Omission of plural marker 

27. Today many Islamic Boarding School are 

the researcher  identifies base on sentences 

above which are classified into two types of 

Interlingual 

transfer 



 
 

 
 

adopting formal education. ( AE.1 ) 

28. There are some extracurricular which 

generally exist in modern islamic boarding 

school. ( AE.1 ) 

29. Indonesia has so many beautiful place. ( 

AE.2 ) 

30. There are many pesantren that already 

provide various fasilities like in formal 

school. ( AE.1 ) 

31. They want to visit  some place. (AE.2 ) 

32. Now there are many tourism place has 

stakeholders. (AE.2) 

33. Tourism is explained in great detail 

because there are some traveler cannot 

distinguish. (AE.4)  

34. There are some event occurred. (AE.5) 

35. Indonesia has many kind of entertainment, 

games. (AE.5) 

36. Two figure who perfome at the time reog 

ponorogo demonstrated (AE.6) 

37. Although some reason reckon on the 

opinion that part time job.(AE.8) 

quantifiers are some and many. Firstly, some 

error appears forth in the essays. Base on an 

example of sentence is “there are some 

extracurricular..”  The students forgot to put 

final-s in the end of noun which is placed in 

front of some. And also the students have 

not realize the patteren and function of some. 



 
 

 
 

38. They bring some opinion toward the 

society about part time.(AE.8) 

39. If the teacher gives the value to the 

students by giving some feedback. (AE.9) 

c. Omission of suffix 

40. Identically, the modern boarding school 

apply foreign language for practice in 

everyday life. 

(AE.1) 

41. It has Tourism Academy or Vocation High 

School focus on turism field. ( AE.2 ) 

42. Now, turism become more popular after 

program on tv.  

( AE.2 ) 

43. The writer know that now social media is 

so popular.  

( AE.2 ) 

44. There are two ways to do that based on 

what the writer describe above. (AE.2) 

45. In oder hand, the goverment also make the 

wisdow of free school to lower education.  

( AE.3 ) 

 

The researcher found the ommision error 

which is caused by omitting suffix-s. The 

sentences are incorrect because the student 

ignores the rule of  subject- verb agreement.  

 

Interlingual 

transfer 



 
 

 
 

46. Convention tourism usually provide 

building facilities.( AE.4 ) 

47. Before present, he read some books about 

the method of writing. ( AE.5 ) 

48. At present, Kris use more of a heavenly 

accessories in dressing. (AE.6) 

49. In this case the teacher better take the 

intiative to ask the judgement of his 

students. (AE.9) 

50. The learning process in the class become 

comfortable. (AE.9) 

51. The learning process become more 

effective and it also gives the students 

more time. (AE.10) 

52. Indonesia is one of the countries that 

become the greatest position of the muslim 

population.(AE.11) 

53. Feedback provide improvement on 

learners’writing level. (AE.12) 

54. Our teacher who teach us when we was 

child. (AE.13) 

55. And make a person feel unconfortable. 



 
 

 
 

(AE.14) 

 

d. Omission of subject 

56. In this case, can make difficulty in up 

level because of not ready from the 

operator. ( AE.3 ) 

57. Nowdays, is a modern era and modern 

education. (AE.3) 

 

The student forgot to add  the subject 

because the student aims “in this case or 

nowadays” word has stated as subject. In 

other hand, this sentence is grammatically 

incorrect because there is not subject in the 

sentence.  

 

Interlingual 

transfer  

 e. Omission of verb 

58. Islamic boarding school will difficult to 

find a job ( AE. 1 ) 

59. We have to smart and have knowledge. ( 

AE. 5 ) 

 

 

The student often forgets some important 

parts in a sentence. in this sentence, number 

33 and 35, actually the use of will as modal 

should be followed by simple verb. The 

second example, “We have to smart and 

have knowledge”. In Bahasa Indonesia 

student wants to say “ kami harus cerdas dan 

memiliki ilmu”. Actually this sentence 

should use must for expressing necessity.  

 

Intralingual 

transfer and 

communication 

strategies 

 f. Omission of article 

60. Turism is travel for pleasure, practice 

turism, doing business, or entertaining 

 

The student should insert article as the 

important part in a sentence to indicate 

 

Interlingual 

transfer 



 
 

 
 

tourist. ( AE.4 ) 

61. In conclusion, book is media to develop 

oureselves and to change this world. ( 

AE.5 ) 

singular count noun. From the subject, the 

student be able to recognize the singular and 

plural subject. Therefore, to make those 

sentences correct. It should be added article 

in front of noun.  

 

c. Misformation 

 

 

62. The distinguishes is the learning sytem at 

that place. ( AE.1 ) 

63. The rooms of employable is not 

comparable with the number of students 

graduated. ( AE.2 ) 

64. In this case, the attainment performance of 

students is not satisfied. ( AE.3 ) 

65. The benifits of tourism in term of politics 

is maintain good international relations.  

( AE.4 ) 

66. In adition, travelers is also divided into 

several kinds. 

( AE.4 ) 

67. Examples of material arts that is very 

famous in the area of Java. (AE.15) 

68. If material arts is more in the show for 

the researcher indicates the all sentences are 

plural noun. Thus, those are should be 

changed into are because they are plural 

noun. Except, this sentences are singular 

noun. They should be turned into is. 

Context of 

learning 



 
 

 
 

men. (AE.15) 

69. Martial arts is one of the martial arts that 

requires a lot of concentration. (AE.15) 

d. Misordering 70. To reduce that thing, we students can join 

to university ( AE.2 ) 

71. It can be our change to can accepted to 

worked.  

( AE.2 ) 

72. It would have been will make us left 

behind the other countries. ( AE.3 ) 

73. I think not all books should be read but we 

must first see who the auther. (AE.13) 

74. I still feel do not have volition to read a 

book. (AE.13) 

75. I read can help to open the way my minds 

to get insight in other worlds. (AE.13) 

Misordering error happens because student 

puts morpheme or group of morpheme in an 

utterance in incorrect placement. Such as, 

the use of modal two times in one sentence. 

The student’s lack understanding in the 

formula of modal. The student’s failure in 

putting modal and verb. for making effective 

sentence, we have to diminish the use of 

inappropriate modal.  

communication 

strategies 

  



  

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 


