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ABSTRACT 

Azali Firdaus. 2019. Psychopathy of Dave‟s Mother in David J. Palzer‟s A Child 

Called It. Thesis. English Literature, Faculty of Humanities, Universitas Islam 

Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. 

Advisor: Dr. Syamsudin.M.Hum 

Keywords: Psychopath,Psychopathy, Psychopathy Check List (PCL). 

 

This research purposes to find psychopathy character on Dave‟s Mother in 

the novel A Child Called It. This novel tells about child abuse on her children. 

Dave‟s Mother is a character in the novel who always abuse her child, Dave and 

many behaviors that cause harm to other people. So, the researcher wants to 

analyze psychopathy on Dave‟s Mother. In finding psychopathy character on 

Dave‟s Mother, the researcher has two ways, that are 1) finding the causes of 

psychopathy on Dave‟s Mother in the novel A Child Called It and 2) finding the 

effects of psychopathy on Dave‟s Mother in the novel A Child Called It. 

This research is literary criticism. The researcher uses psychoanalytic 

literary criticism in analyzing the data. It is analyzing and interpreting the literary 

work. The object of this research is Novel A Child Called It by David James 

Palzer. The researcher uses psychology approach that is psychopathy from Robert 

D. Hare who explains about 20 psychopath characters and Stephan Verstappen 

theory about the effect of psychopathy.     

From this research, the researcher finds many findings. The first, the 

causes of psychopathy on Dave‟s Mother are brain function damage and social 

environment. It caused that Dave‟s Mother has problems, there are controling 

emotion on her brain and the relation within her family is bad. The second is the 

effects of psychopathy on Dave‟s Mother have 7 from 20 traits characteristic of 

psychophaty. there are  Callous and Lack Of Empathy, Impulsive, Criminal 

Versatility, Superficial Charm, Poor Behavior Control, Irresponsible and 

Pathological Lying or Manipulative.  
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ABSTRAK 

Azali Firdaus. 2019. Sifat Psikopat Pada Ibunya Dave dalam novel A Child Called 

It David J. Palzer . Skripsi. Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Humaniora, Universitas Islam 

Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. 

Pembimbing : Dr. Syamsudin.M.Hum 

Kata kunci : Psikopat, Sifat Psikopat, Psychopatic Check List (PCL). 

 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menemukan karakter psikopat pada ibunya 

dave di dalam novel A Child Called It. Novel ini menceritakan penyiksaan anak 

terhadap anak-anak dari ibunya Dave. Ibunya Dave adalah karakter dalam novel 

yang selalu melakukan penyiksaan terhadap anaknya, dan banyak prilaku yang 

merugikan orang-orang lain. Sehingga, peneliti ingin menganalisis psikopat pada 

ibunya Dave. Dalam menemukan karakter psikopat pada ibunya Dave, peneliti 

mempunyai 2 cara yaitu 1) menemukan penyebab psikopat pada ibunya Dave 

dalam novel A Child Called It dan 2) menemukan akibat psikopat pada ibunya 

Dave di dalam novel A Child Called It. 

Penelitian ini adalah kritik sastra. Peneliti menggunakan psikologi kritik 

sastra dalam menganalisa. Penelitian ini lebih kepada analisis dan interpretasi 

pada karya sastra. Objek dari penelitian adalah novel A Child Called It karya 

David James Palzer. Peneliti menggunakan pendekatan psikologi terutama 

psikopat dari Robert D. Hare yang menjelaskan 20 karakter psikopat dan teori 

Stephan Verstappen tentang akibat psikopat. 

Dari penelitian ini. peneliti menemukan banyak penemuan pada penelitian 

ini. Pertama, penyebab psikopat pada ibunya Dave yaitu gangguan otak konslet 

dan sosial dan lingkungan. Itu di sebabkan bahwa ibunya Dave mempunyai 

permasalahan  yaitu pengontrol emosi pada bagian otak dan hubungan antara 

keluarga yang buruk. Kedua, akibat psikopat pada ibunya Dave mempunyai 7 dari 

20 karakter psikopat yaitu kurang empati atau tidak mempunyai perasaan, 

impulsif, kriminal, mempesona, prilaku jelek, tidak bertanggung jawab, 

manipulasi atau berbohong. 
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 ملخص

دافيت ج. فلزير. البحث الجامع. أدب إنجيلزية.   A Child Called It . سيكولوجية لأم ديف في رواية9102فردوس أزلي. 

 .مية الحكومية مولانا مالك إبراىيم مالنجلاسلإنسانية. جامعة الإكلية ا

 .(PCL) طبيعة مختل عقليا ، قائمة فحص الاعتلال النفس مختل العقل،الكلمات الرئيسية: :المربي

ىذه الرواية تحكي عن  .A Child Called Itأىداف ىذا البحث ليوجد الشخصية مختل عقليا لأم ديف في الرواية 

ااا طف لااو ، والعديااد ماان الساالوكيات الااي   اار ا  اارين. إسااا ة معاملااة الأطفااال لأم ديااف. والاادة ديااف ةخصااية في روايااة  عااذب دائم 

 ىناااط طريقتااان عناااد والد اااو، في عقليااا مختاال ةخصاااية علاا  العيااور في وبالتااالي ، يريااد الباااليون تحليااال مااريل نفسااي في والااادة ديااف.

 مختال  اثير علا  ( العياور9و  A Child Called Itرواياة  في دياف والد او في عقلياا مختال ساب  علا  ( العياور0وهماا  ، البالاث

 . A Child Called It رواية في والد و عل  عقليا

 وتحليال وصاف علا  البحاث ىاذه ىذا البحث ىو نقد أدب. يستخدم البالث السيكولوجية نقاد أدب في التحليال.  ركاز

 في مانجج البالاث يساتخدم دافيت ج. فلزيار.لا  A Child Called It رواياة ىاو البحاث مان الهادف .الأدبياة الأعماال و فسار

 نظرية ستيفان فرستابين للآيار الذىنية. و عقليا مختل ةخصية 91 يشرح الذي ىر دي روبرت من عقليا مختل  اصة النفس، علم

  غياار ىااو والاادة ديااف في عقليااا لمختاال الأول السااب . الدراسااة ىااذه في المشااكلة علاا  البالااث يجياا . البحااث ىااذا ماان

ىااذا سااب  أن والاادة ديااف لااديجا مشااكلة ىااي الساايارة علاا  العواطااف في أجاازا  ماان الاادما   .والبيئيااة الاجتماعيااة الاادما  واضااارابات

 أو ةخصااايات مختاال عقلياااا 91مااان أصاال  7ا ياااار النفسااية علااا  والد ااو دياااف لديااو  اليانيااة والنتيجاااةوالعلاقااات بااين الأسااار الفقاارة. 

 .الكذب أو التلاع ، أو المسؤولية، عدم أو يئ،الس السلوط أو السحر، أو الجريمة، أو الاندفاع، أو المشاعر،
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

On this chapter, there are several points, which are the background of the 

study, statement of the problem, objective of the study, significant of the study, 

scope and limitation, research method, and definition of key terms  

A. Background of The Study 

In human life, interaction become important thing because human is social 

creatures.  Human need it as the way to know something new. To know it, that 

can dispense idea or inspiration through process of socialization. Then, it appear 

as creativity. It sames like literary work is a creativity activity who become a tool 

to share human feeling or life values to other people. 

Many authors become human as object in literary work because it decribes  

how they interact and behavior in life. Human behavior can show symtomps of 

psychological every individual. It can be studied through psychology. So literary 

work can connect to psychology. 

There is a relationship between literature and psychology. It is the center 

of the appearing of literary psychology, which explains things related to the 

human psyche that are applied in literary works. For example, the character in 

literary work created by the author based on the psychological condition of the 

author, as Ratna says that literary psychology is an analysis of texts that are more 

considerate of the relevance and role of psychological studies. It can be said if 

psychology has a vital  
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role in analyzing literary works from the psychological point of view, whether 

from authors, readers, or figures. 

In understanding character literary work, critics use the psychoanalysis 

method to examine the actors in the work, treating them as being perfect in 

themselves in all contexts of the work (Wahyuningtyas, santoso, 2011). In 

analysis character, we have to know the aspect of psychology. Sometimes, when 

we analyze psychological in literary work, we only stuck on the character in 

literary work. Therefore, to apply the psychology of literature, we have to know 

the background of the author in creating literary work. Moreover, in creating 

literary work, the author expresses his or her mind based on a feeling of the 

author. So, it can show the reasons as the object to analyze. In analyzing, we must 

have characteristics in literary work itself. For example, the novel has a story that 

contains the psychological element, so it makes it easy for us to analyzing 

psychological in the novel. 

A novel that has the psychological aspect and social life for example a 

novel David J. Pelzer entitled A Child Called It. This novel is published by David 

J. Pelzer in 1995. It is one of the first novels from trilogy novels by David J. 

Pelzer. This novel tells about the real life of the author David J. Pelzer when he 

was a child. Dave Pelzer was born into a harmonious family. Dave is the third of 

three siblings. Dave has parents who are very concerned about their children. But 

that changed drastically when Dave‟s Mother's habit of disciplining her child 

turned into cruel punishment. there is no reason why Mother only tortures Dave. 

Dave was forced to take part in the "games" that Mother made especially for 
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Dave. Initially only "Room Corner Punishment" then developed into "Mirror 

Punishment" and continued to get worse. Dave was also forced to drink liquids 

which were dangerous for consumption such as clorox, ammonia and dishwashing 

soap. In fact Dave was forced to eat his own brother's poop, and there was even 

worse that Dave's upper abdomen had been stabbed by Mother because it was 

only because Dave hadn't finished washing the dishes in 20 minutes. Even though 

the condition was very severe, Mother did not take him to the hospital. Dave has 

to take care of the wound that is infected by himself. And Dave can survive even 

if it's not been fed for 10 days. 

There are several reasons that stimulate the researcher to choose this novel  

A Child Called It as an object. The first, in this story, there is no answer why 

Dave‟s mother change his character to be abnormal after Christmas. In the 

beginning of the story, Dave‟s Mother is good like an usual mother, and his 

family always goes vacation to some places. After that, she celebrates Christmas 

to give presents to her family at home. Suddenly, Dave‟s Mother has a lot of 

negative actions such as violence against children, arrogant, powerful to Dave so 

that her character changes to evil person who want to kill her son. So, the 

researcher thinks that her character shows a psychopathy character. Therefore the 

researcher wants to analyze to find the answer why the mother behavior change to 

Dave. 

The second, this story gets weirdness on the character‟s mother. In the 

story, Dave‟s Mother always tortures Dave even though she has three children 

consist of  2 brothers and Dave. However, she only tortures to him. It means she 
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takes side to Dave‟s brothers. If brother plays with Dave, then they do fault then 

Dave fault it by her. So the mother sees Dave as sick. 

The researcher conduct this research focus on Dave‟s Mother, because 

personality of Dave‟s Mother shows sign of psychopathy. For example, She 

always has many ways to torture her son. Moreover, she has psychological 

problems in her life. So the researcher wants to analyze psychopathy on the 

character of Dave‟s Mother through finding the cause and effect of a psychopathy.  

This research wants developing the psychological approach. In 

developing, the researcher chooses the theory of psychopathy checklist by Robert 

D. Hare because this theory used help to diagnostice people have mental disorder 

or psycological problem, so it connets to this research. This theory explains 20 

characters of psychopathy in research, so this research is relevant to solve 

psychopathy in this study. It is called Psychopathy Check-list. Besides, the cause 

and effect psychopath by Robert D. Hare can be seen from internal factor and 

external factor. Internal factor is brain function demage, genetic, while the 

external factor is the environment and society. Moreover, in effect of the 

psychopathy is taken from 20 psychopathy traits and supported by Stephan 

Verstappen's theory. The theory will be explained in chapter 2. This research 

relates between the character of Dave‟s mother in the novel with theory 

psychopathy by Robert D. Hare. Then it can produce the result of the analysis. 

The purpose of this research is to find which Dave‟s Mother attitude can 

indicate psychopathy using Psychopathy Check-List by Robert D. Hare. Based on 

the novel, the main character, Dave‟s Mother often tortures her son with a 
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negative attitude. So, many violences happen on Dave. Therefore,  the researcher 

wants to analyze why she tortures her son through psychopathy. This study is to 

find cause and effect why she is known psychopathy. Therefore, every human 

attitude can have a purpose, it can have caused in human‟s attitude. Consequently, 

this story gets. 

There are some of previous studies the researcher used for this research. 

First, Psychological Structural Analysis “ A Child Called It” by Endang 

Susilowati (2013). It is focuses on the analysis of psychological structural through 

psychology development on the character in the novel. The author use two 

approaches, that are structural such as intrinsic element and psychology 

development on the characters. 

Second, An Analysis Defense Mechanisms of The Main Character Dave 

Pelzer by Nur Wahyu Nintiyas (2014). It is focuses on the analysis of how 

defense mechanisms on Dave Palzer in the novel. The purpose of the research is 

to know the structure of personality, id, ego, and superego, and how is the 

mechanisms of defense elements. 

The third, Dave Pelzer’s Psychological Condition As A Child Abuse 

Victim In Dave Pelzer’s A Child By Sahruman (2013). The research focuses on 

analysis of  psychology's condition on dave who experience abuse from his 

mother in the novel A Child Called It. The author use psychology as an approach 

to analyzing. 
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The fourth, Psychopathy in Thomas Harris’ Hannibal Rising by 

Rakhmadani Aulia Dhian (2016). The author focuses in symptoms analysis, the 

cause factor on Hannibal. This thesis uses psychological criticism, and the theory 

uses is Psychopathy Check List- Revised by Robert D Hare. 

Last, Analisis Perilaku Psikopat Tokoh Utama Dalam Dongen La Barbe 

Bleue Karya Charles Perault by Gotama Regin Yohan Syawamaredo (2015). The 

analyze psychopath on the main actor in novel La Barbe Bleue. The purpose of 

researchis to know the manifestation of psychopathy behavior on Barbe Bleue's 

character. it uses the qualitative method and the theory Psychopathy Check List- 

Revised by Robert D Hare.  

Based on some previous studies above, there are some studies that 

different in object or theory that the researcher used. This research focus on cause 

and effect of psychopath from character‟s Mother in A Child Called It Novel. This 

research uses the theory of psychopathy by Robert D hare.  

The researcher used psychological approach in the novel. It can be a study 

writer to understand and analyze the psychological approach to wellness. It also 

can be a challenge for the researcher to analyze the problem of psychology in the 

novel. 

B. Problems of the Study 

Based on the background of the study, the problems of the study are: 

1. What are the causes of Daves‟s Mother being “a psychopath” in the novel A 

Child called it? 
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2. What are the effects of Daves‟s Mother being “a psychopath” in the novel A 

Child called it? 

 

C. Objective of the Study  

According to the stated problems above, the researcher tries to achieve the 

objective of this study. The researcher wants to find the causes and effects of 

psychopathy on Dave‟s Mother character in the novel. 

 

D. Significance of the Study  

This research used the psychological approach. There are two benefits, 

theoretically and practically. Theoretically, the result of this research makes the 

researcher develops the knowledge about the psychological approach, especially 

psychopathy in the novel. This research also give understand to the reader to 

develop the psychological approach. Therefore, the reader can understand about 

psychology, especially psychopathy in real life. 

In practice, this research can be used as a reference for the next researcher. 

It can be used to develop a psychological approach. Moreover, that the researcher 

can practice how to solve psychological problems in real life, especially 

psychopathy. 

E. Scope and Limitation 

Many researchers use the novel A Child Called It as object of the research 

to analyze the novel. However, this research is different from others. This 

research focuses on one case that is psychopathy. Dave‟s Mother is a character in 
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the novel A Child Called It. In the novel, the character of Dave‟s Mother has a 

psychological problem. Thus, the researcher uses a psychological approach to 

analyze Dave‟s Mother problems. 

However, this research only focuses on cause and effect of psychopath on 

the character of Dave‟s Mother. 

F.  Definition of Key Terms 

 Psychopathy: a socially devastating personality disorder identic by a 

combination of effective, interpersonal (individual) and behavioral features, 

including self-centeredness, manipulation, deception, absence of empathy, 

guilt or remorse, and properness to breach social and legal standards and 

standards. (Checkley, 1976; Hare, 1995). 

 Psychopath: a predator who has attractions manipulation, intimidation, and 

violence to manage a person to satisfy their ego. (Hare, 1993) 

 Psychopathy Checklist-Revised (PCL-R): The  Psychopathy Checklist-

Revised (PCL-R) is a tool used to diagnostec a person's psychopath or 

behavior problem. (Hare) 

G. Previous Studies 

There are many previous studies that are relevant to this topic. The first, 

Psychological Structural Analysis “A Child Called It” by Endang Susilowati 

(2013). She analyzes psychological structural through psychology development 

on the character in the novel. The research purposes to show the behavior child 

violent, the causes that it and the effect of the character„s psychological 

development use the theory of psychological development and structural analysis. 

http://www.minddisorders.com/knowledge/Hare_Psychopathy_Checklist.html
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She uses structural like intrinsic elements and psychology like psychology 

development on the characters as approaches. 

The result shows that David's child abuse is physical and psychological. 

He received his mother's first phase of violence committed by not giving him food 

for life with his mother and always torturing physical on his mother. David's main 

impact on abuse is his disciplinary, and he was considered a troublemaker 

(Endang Susilowati, 2013). 

The second, An Analysis Defense Mechanisms of The Main Character 

Dave Plazer by Nur Wahyu Nintiyas (2014). She analyzes how defense 

mechanisms on Dave Palzer in the novel. She purposes to know personality 

structure id, ego, and superego, defense mechanisms elements. She uses library 

research and psychology approach. 

The result that In analyzing the structure of personality: id, ego, and 

superego, it is known that the things desired by the id are food, clothing, and 

home. In terms of the superego, it is known that David has rules that he should 

and should not do, such as having to obey his parents, have to love each other, 

have to be patient, not be able to fight what the parents ordered, not steal, and not 

fight. Such rules are the basis used by David in living his life and also makes his 

ego experience pressure in deciding what he should do. Also, the results of the 

analysis of this thesis show that the main character, David, uses several self-

defense mechanisms such as emphasis, substitution, transfer, formation reaction, 

setback, and rationalization. This defense mechanism is triggered or influenced by 
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the psychological condition of the main character, such as stress and trauma 

(Ningtyas, 2014). 

The third, Dave Pelzer’ Psychological Condition As A Child Abuse Victim 

In Dave Pelzer’s A Child By Sahruman (2013). He analyzes psychology's 

condition on Dave who experience abuse from his mother in the novel A Child 

Called It. He became psychological as the approach to analyzing the object. 

The result is physical abuse, abuse of emotion, and disregard. Such 

violence affects psychological circumstances in the form of lack of confidence in 

others, difficulty making friends, feeling worthless and harmed, and difficulty 

managing emotions (Sahruman, 2013) 

The fourth, Psychopathy in Thomas Harris’ Hannibal Rising by 

Rakhmadani Aulia Dhian (2016). It explains symptoms, a factor causing on 

Hannibal. This thesis uses psychological criticism and in that theory gets Robert 

Hare who explains Psychopathy Check List- Revised. 

The result is that she finds symptoms of Hanibal‟s psychopathy and causes 

why Hanibal be psychopathy. The first, those are adolescent antisocial behavior, 

impulsive behavior and poor behavior control, lack of empathy and poor 

judgment, lack of remorse and guilty feeling, compulsive lying and manipulative, 

and lacking goals. The second, the cause Hanibal be a psychopath based on 

genetic and environmental factors ( Rakhmadani, 2016). 

The last, Analisis Perilaku Psikopat Tokoh Utama Dalam Dongen La 

Barbe Bleue Karya Charles Perault by Gotama Regin Yohan Syawamaredo 
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(2015). He analyzes psychopathy on the main character in the novel. The 

purposing of research knows manifestation psychopathy behavior on Barbe 

Bleue's character. He uses qualitative method and theory which used be 

Psychopathic Check-List by Robert D Hare. 

The result that he explains 4 behavioral models that reflect interpersonal 

relationships in psychopathic tendencies in theory Robert D Hare Psychopath 

Check List-Revised. These behaviors include superficial, deceitful, lacks 

empathy, and do not accept responsibility. Also, Barbe Bleue has 2 behavioral 

models included in the category of social deviations, namely impulsive and adult 

antisocial behavior. The author suggests that the next researcher be done 

(Syawamaredo, 2015). 

H. Research Method 

This discussion of Research Method includes the research design, data 

source, data collecting, and data analyze. 

1. Research Design 

This Research is named literary criticism because it is as the way to 

literature developing so the researcher can criticize to make literary be good 

through interpreting literature. In analyzing, the researcher uses method of 

descriptive qualitative. Descriptive method is the way drawing and analizing data 

in literary criticsm.  It is literary criticism method that critics through descriptive 

in literary work about the psychological perspective (Suwardi Endraswara, 2013). 

The data generated from this research are verbal data about character Dave‟s 

Mother got in the novel. The description of these data is conveyed through words 
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and language contained in the novel “A Child Called It” by Dave J. Palzer. This 

research uses the Psychopathy approach devoted to the theory of psychopathy 

Robert D Hare is Psychopathic Check List- Revised (PCL-R) and cause to be a 

psychopath because this theory is used as the way to analyze people have mental 

disorder and psychopath. This theory explains 20 traits of psychopathy and 2 

factors who impact as psychopath. So it related to action of Dave‟s Mother who 

always tortures her children in the novel. Therefore, This research aims to find 

character Dave‟s Mother happen in the novel as a psychopathy character and how 

causes and effect from his character. 

2. Data Source 

The data source from this research is primary data.The primary data is the 

main data gathered for some specific purposes. The primary data of this research 

is the text of the novel A Child Called It.. 

3. Data Collection 

In the data collection, the researcher has several steps in data collection. 

The first, the researcher reads the novel repeatedly until understand. It needs more 

reading so that the researcher can find to clearly. Second, the researcher searches 

data in the novel, data itself is notes or action contain Psychopathy Check List by 

Robert D Hare. The last, the researcher collects data, has found in the novel and 

support with references then analyzed appropriately with the problem in the 

research. 

4. Data Analysis 
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After collecting data, the researcher begins to analyze data. There are 

Several steps will be analyzed. The first, the researcher identifies and classifies 

the data which has found based problems in this research with psychopathy theory 

by Robert D  Hare. Then the researcher describes data that has identified and 

classified through interpretation and explores data like material, a journal based 

on the writer‟s opinions. Then the researcher arranges all information becomes the 

result of interpretation. The last, the researcher evaluates results to be a conclusion 

based on a psychological approach. 
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CHAPTER II 

LITERARY REVIEW 

This chapter deals with the theory that the researcher employments in 

analyzing psychopathy on character Dave‟s Mother in the story A Child Called It: 

the psychology of literary theory. This chapter also deals with the theoretical 

application and previous study. 

A. Psychology and Literature 

The psychology and literature have relations wich related to each other. As 

psychology talks about how attitude, soul, and mental process in humans when 

interacting in real life. Literature talks about a writing-related human phenomenon 

that has a beauty element. From those statements, psychology and literature can 

explain how to process a literary work that can review through soul and beauty. 

So in analyzing a literary work, those focus on the soul of the human. Literature 

and psychology raise the theme of human and life as the primary material of 

analysis (Jatman, 1985). 

According to Endaswara (2003:97), psychology of literature is studies that 

view literary work as a psychological activity. In the broad sense that literature is 

inseparable from life that describes various sets of human personalities. As in 

literary work, we can know psychology activity through character or author. For 

example, the character shows an attitude in the story. Then, it can describe the 

psychology aspect. While, the author is as the creator of literary work based on 

the human mind through the condition of author psychology in real life. For that 
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example, the role of psychology of literature searches for symptoms that hidding 

in literary works that are hidden by the author who utilize relevant psycology 

theory. So, Literary psychology is the analysis of texts by considering the 

relevance and psychological role, by focusing on the figures involved in the 

literary work (Ratna N, Y, 2015). 

In the psychology of literature, there are three ways how to know the 

relation between psychology and literature. The first, to understand elements of 

the author‟s psychological as the author. The second, to understand elements of 

the actor‟s psychological in literary work. The last, to understand elements of the 

reader‟s psychological (Ratna, 2004; 343). In the application psychology of 

literature, it has to know three aspects are the psychology of the author, the 

psychology of character in literary work, and the psychology of the reader. Then, 

When we analyze the psychology of literature, one of three aspects must be as 

object analyzing, so that what done by researchers as the shape of developing 

literary work. Moreover, this research, the way used to understand the relationship 

between psychology and literature, to understand the elements of the actor‟s 

psychological in literary work. 

Thus, the relation between psychology and literature has a functional 

relation (Albertine Minderope: 2010). it used a tool to study the psychological 

aspect of humans. However,  in understanding the psychological aspect of human 

life and literary work are different. It caused because the author has a role 

essential to make psychological‟s actors can equal reality. So, the psychology and 
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literature can revive literary work as human life. Therefore, the study of 

literature‟s psychology is an approach to study actors in literary work. 

B. Psychoanalysis Literary Criticism 

Many people know that a psychoanalytic approach is a common approach. 

It connects between psychology and literature. Literature is a field of how 

psychoanalytic can be developed. In developing literature, psychoanalytic as an 

approach to how it can analyze through literary work. The critic can be a purpose 

of how literature can be life. Starting critic with how full theory of psychological 

theory and why they do it. Theorists and researchers have developed the theory, 

and they become this theory as limited, standard or interpret and evaluate a 

literary work. From the theory, it can be changed as the researcher developed. The  

characteristic theories are universal. So the researcher develops a theory as an 

approach to develop literature. 

Psychoanalysis literary criticism has an object of developing in literary 

work. There are psychoanalytic of the author or a particularly exciting character, 

or psychoanalytic of the reader which is as object literary work on developing 

pscychoanalysis. The first is the psychoanalytic of the author. It is used to analyze 

the author in literary work. The psychoanalytic of the author talks about how 

textual figures the author can explain feeling, mind, and character to connect 

psychological be applied through literary work. It seems like analyzing 

psychobiography. So we can analyze the psychoanalytic of the author through 

literary work who describes psychobiography. The second, psychoanalytic of a 
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particularly exciting character. It focuses on the psycho of character in literary 

work. Psychoanalytic is a tool to analyze a character in literary work. The last is 

the psychoanalytic of the reader. It explains how psychological appeal to readers 

through what they read in literary work. So we can know how psychological 

reader response when they have read literary work. So, for all of the objects of 

psychoanalytic criticism is a way how to analyze become a critic on literary work 

as developing literary work. Therefore, psychoanalytic literary criticism is useful 

tools for evaluating to again a more prosperous understanding of the work, the 

author, and the reader (Debbie and Miranda: 2014) 

Psychoanalytic literary criticism adopts a method of reading by Freud and 

theorists. It claims that literary text, like dreams expressed to the author's 

unconscious secrets and anxieties, expresses the author's neuroses. (Aulia Dhian 

Rakhmadani: 2014). Like the character in the literary work, it can be based on 

psyche‟s author. Because the author writes literary work on making 

characterization, the author shows the author‟s own or character of the author in 

literary work. So we can know the character in literary work through the author‟s 

character.  

Psychoanalytic literary criticism deals mainly with literary work as an 

expression of the mind and personality structure of the individual author in 

fictional form (Md. Mahroof Hossain, 2017). Psychoanalytic can be used to assess 

literary work through psychology. It can be explained the creativity of the author. 

For example, the author usually revises and rewrites literary work. It can see that 

the character of the author is shown in literary work. Therefore, the literary is 
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connected with the psyche of the author. This theory needs us to develop literary 

criticism in analyzing psychology, like the psychology of the author, the character 

in literary work, and the psychology of the reader through an interpretation of 

work based on condition psychology who be built by the author. 

The critical thing in this approach is how to solve problem psychology in 

literature. Such as Freud in his theory influence human how we know human 

personality in human life. It seems like when in literature, we know the 

personality of the person with the way to analyzing work. Therefore this research 

focus on the problem of psychology. It is psychopathy like a mental disorder. So 

psychoanalytic is relevant to solve the problem of psychology in literature. 

C. Psychopathy 

In the study of disorder, we can know about the mental disorders.  

However, this disorder usually is known as psychopathy. Many people have not 

known that someone around us is psychopath. Fixed, the people know about 

psychopaths are people who do violent and criminal, and in literal that psycopathy 

is mental disorder. So psychopath identic with abnormal attitude and mental 

disorder ( Ardani. 2011). 

Psychopathy is a socially devastating personality disorder identic by a 

combination of effective, interpersonal (individual) and behavioral features, 

including self-centeredness, manipulation, deception, absence of empathy, guilt or 

remorse, and properness to breach social and legal standards and standards. 

(Checkley, 1976; Hare, 1995).  
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There are the other characteristics that describe psychopathy can be 

known. According to Hare and Jacoubs (2009:7), psychopathy is fluent in 

speaking and has a good appearance. Psychopaths dominate other people because 

they do not have regret to a problem what they are done. Then, psychopathy on 

common has a selfish personality so they can have the ability to do manipulation. 

Moreover, they are smart in lying, especially having parasitic life which causes a 

lack of sympathy for others. Then psychopaths also show an unfeeling attitude 

that is shown by their limited ability to understand other people‟s feelings. From 

their attitude is had by psychopathy that is supported by labile and superficial. 

Other than, psychopaths also have an impulsive personality, and they look for the 

attention of others, which often causes them to be involved in criminal justice. 

From that statement can be concluded that a psychopath is a predator who 

has a different character with normal human. Because they are abnormal which 

means a mental disorder. So, their real condition can not adjust themselves. 

Therefore, psychopathy is difficulty to was assessed, because there are many 

characters to describe psychopathy. It seems like some researchs by Robert D. 

Hare about research psychopathy, And, Robert D. Hare finds symptoms 

psychopathy called Psychopathy Check-List (PCL). 

Psychopathy Check List (PCL) is a term to contain kinds of behaviors and 

personality traits on psychopath person (Robert D. Hare, Sherrie E. Williamson, 

And Timothy J. Harpur, 1988). There are 22 sympyoms in the original version, 

but now that has revised be 20 symptoms of psychopathy. Psychopathy Check 

List usually called PCL as a function of a diagnostic tool person‟s psychopath or 
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antisocial tendencies. This tool usually used diagnostic psychopathy on 

individuals to clinical, legal, or purposed research. In 1990 this tool developed 

diagnostic people in prison. Because many psychopaths people come from prison. 

So, when diagnostic PCL has to use an interview with the subject in close 

condition, while the subject does not do to arrogant when interview. Therefore 

Psychopathy Check List often developed in relevance to asses personality disorder 

( Hare, 1994). 

As we know that when we introduce psychopathy must to assess 

psychopathy. In assessment on psychopathy must wide. In assessment, it can not a 

side so the data is uncomplete. For example, there is a statement to explain 

psychopathy identic with the criminal. It is irrelevant to be assessment. So in 

assessment psychopathy, according to (Hare, 1994) explain Psychopathic Check 

list used to assesment characteristic psychopath. This tool get 2 factors  

interpersonal and behavioral features/ social including 20 item on PCL. In 

assesment psychopathy the researchers can use several items to use in analizing 

psychopathy appropriate object analysis, For example  non criminal people, 

children, and criminal people, others. Many reseachers use this tool through 

scoring method with interview as the way to analysis psychopathy. in measuring 

as psychopath can be know from define that psychopathy have combination 

between interpersonal and behavioral features based on 20 item. So the result 

from analysis get level of psychopathy who takes from scoring of  PCL. (Journal 

by Adelle E. Forth, Shelley L. Brown, Stephen D. Hart and Robert D. Hare. 

1996). Then, according to several articles, to determine whether a person a 
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psychopath or not, you can use the Psychopathic Check-list Revised (PCL-R) as a 

psychopath test. As for the factors that become as benchmarks in the assesment of 

Psychopath test. There is a lack of Empathy, emotional reactions, responsibility, 

honesty, self-confidence and attention span. ( Andrian kevin, 2019). 

D. Cause of Psychopathy 

The causes of psychopaths are determined by the two factors that Dr. 

Robert Hare, a world psychologist, wherein his book, Without Conscience, he 

said that the cause still cannot be predicted with certainty whether it is an 

influence from external factors (social life, environment), internal factors 

(genetics, brain function damage), or maybe the second factor.  

1. Brain Function Damage 

Cause someone becomes a psychopath because of a "shorting" in his brain. 

According to a study from a team of scientists from the University of Chicago, 

psychopathic behavior is triggered by disorders of nerve communication in the 

brain. "The disorder occurs in parts of the brain that play a role in arousing 

compassion and caring," said the team of scientists (Journal Of The American 

Medical Association Psychiatry) 

As in a study conducted on 80 male prisoners aged 18-50 years who have 

psychopathic behavioral characteristics. Respondents underwent brain scans while 

watching videos containing people who were intentionally hurt and how the 

people's expressions of pain. 
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The results of scanning with magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) tools 

revealed significant differences in psychopathic brain activity with healthy human 

brains. Psychopaths show a lack of activity in the main parts of the brain, 

including the amygdala - A group of nerves shaped like almond seeds that play a 

major part in emotional processing, such as fear, rage, and enjoyment. (Jean 

Decety) " 

 Conversely, activity is more visible in other areas of the brain, such as the 

striatum and the insula area. The high activity in the insula area surprised 

scientists because this part of the brain was recorded as the center of emotion. 

"Lack of empathy is a characteristic of individuals with psychopathy," Decety 

said. 

Decety said only this time, the neural process associated with the empathic 

process in individuals with psychopathy was examined directly, especially to see 

responses to the perceptions of others who are in pain or suffering. 

2. Social Life or Environment 

Other findings regarding external factors (social life, environment) 

influence the factors that cause psychopathic mental disorders revealed by 

Kirkman (2002), a health and social expert at the University of Bolton, England. 

He stated that people with psychopathic personalities have a childhood 

background that does not provide opportunities for optimal emotional 

development. These foster children will grow into people who cannot empathize 

and have no conscience. 
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According to Kartini Kartono, a person can suffer from a psychopath 

because of a lack of love received from his environment, especially the family. 

During the first five years of his life, they never felt tenderness, intimacy, and 

affection, so that the individual concerned failed to develop the ability to receive 

and give attention and affection to others. 

E. Effect of Psychopathy 

As we know that the effect of psychopathy, there are features, not only 

criminal, but it can say goodness from psychopathy. There are effects that happen 

in psychopathy. As Rober D. Hare develops Psychopathic Check List explain 

symptoms to be on psychopath. Therefore, the researcher finds symptoms as the 

effect of psychopathy. There are 20 features from Psychophatic Check-list are 

1. Callous and lack of empathy 

There is no empathy for psychopaths. The result from that psychopathy 

not the same as a human on common. When they see something which admires, a 

psychopath cannot know about it because their mind does not receive it. If must, 

then humans in common can admire it and feeling to want to know it. However, 

psychopaths should try acting like everyone doing so they can be accepted by the 

environment. They conduct it like what humans see. Psychopathy never feels why 

they conduct it (Verstappen, 2011). 

For example, when we have a friend getting sick, as a friend, we must visit and 

give support, but a psychopath thinks on the other hand. They only sleep with 
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themselves and not think around us. So psychopath is more consider important 

self (Verstappen, 2011). 

2. Grandiose Senses Of Self Worth 

Psychopaths never consider that they have self-esteem issues. Because 

psychopath focuses on what they want. So they do not think about it. Psychopaths 

live false constructed in world view. it means that they produce with false then 

they said as megalomaniacs. (Verstappen, 2011). 

3.  Pathological Lying 

Lying is simply doing in their life psychopathy. lying is a weapon to lie to 

people. Because they are so smart to lie. They can go by the polygraph. Lying 

which often uses by non-psychopathy and psychopathy is different. Psychopathy 

is so great in lying than non-psychopathy. Indeed, they can lie qualified 

psychiatrists or even other psychopaths. Therefore they can lie to anyone 

(Verstappen, 2011). 

4. Manipulative 

The capacity to manipulate others for their advantage goes hand in hand 

with the exceptional capacity of the psychopath to lie. Psychopaths have strength 

in lying of manipulation as specialists in understanding how to push our feelings 

against us, having spent their life studying us. They use this capacity to keep those 

around them confused, incapable of thinking obviously, and out of equilibrium 

(Verstappen, 2011). 

5.  Lack of Remorse or Guilt 
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Remorse is a sad feeling on the person which caused a fault like shying 

behavior, negative behavior, and others. the definition of remorse which makes 

psychopath impossible conduct it. Because psychopaths conduct their activities 

like negative behavior,  shying or charming activities is not feeling shying or 

remorse on what conducted by a psychopath. They never understand what 

conducted on other people is charming. Psychopaths understand when people 

angry about their behavior. They feel remorse, but in reality, they only pretend 

remorse so that they can see people. Remorse is something charming on 

psychopathy who can make hurt (Verstappen, 2011). 

6.  Impulsivity 

The psychopath knew as megalomania. Because everything which they 

like will be good and if they do not like it will be bad. It is the same as the 

impulsive character. they conduct something appropriate for what they want. For 

example, when a psychopath wants to be Richman that they will conduct to kill on 

Richman. Then they will robbery all the things at home. So if psychopath like kill 

and robbery is a good thing, then they will conduct it on they want. If they do not 

conduct, then they got bad (Verstappen, 2011).  

7. Superficial Charm 

Many people know that every human has strength. Then it developed to be 

passion. The same as psychopathy who always shows their strength until pass 

limited. So they show that them is master but their strength not showing as a 

master. For example, a psychopath like play guitar so their feeling to the master of 

guitar but in fact, they play guitar is not bad. (Verstappen, 2011). 
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8.  Shallow Effect 

Psychopathy proneness has a shallow effect. It means that psychopathy 

proneness can‟t enough show effect like afraid, shy, and controversial. When 

someone is on fear or hurt condition, psychopaths do not show response anything, 

look like usual. Even when a normal person shows fear reaction with body 

response, psychopaths only the other hand. They only relax, and their body does 

not show respond anything. 

9. Failure to Accept Responsibility For Own Actions 

Psychopathy proneness is the failure to accept responsibility. Psychopaths 

usually accuse other people of a fault of their own actions. Because psychopath 

have character selfish, so they do not choose what. 

10.  Irresponsible 

Psychopathy is irresponsible because their fault is never anything. Another 

person, or the whole world, is‟ always to blame for all their issues. If we know 

that psychopaths believe they are ideal, this makes sense. Nothing wrong can ever 

come from them, and so logic, the logic of the psychopath, dictates that all bad 

things are always the fault of someone else. (Verstappen, 2011).. 

11.  Juvenile Delinquency 

Lately, juvenile delinquency has become a familiar thing for us. Many 

who rebelled about the teenagers that happened, started from acts of violence, 

attacking, adolescent groups, assault, brawl students, using drugs and alcohol, and 

various other ways that denied the law. So that psychopaths often do things that 

are usually done by teenagers. 
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12. Parasitic Lifestyle 

Psychopaths live a parasitic lifestyle. One psychopath thinks that they only 

think themselves, and what they want must be achieved like parasitics. They will 

live their lives and doing. words and behaviors like they want behavior without 

considering with other people. Psychopaths do anything which they want, so they 

do not regard the ordinance of normal life to them. Then, they feel strong in critic 

anything in a thing how they live with their lifestyle, including harassing those 

who have superiors and control over them. 

13.  Poor Behavior Control 

Psychopathy has characteristic who deviate because many psychopaths 

who show that they are normal, but they can pretend to look like normal in their 

life. In control, their behavior causes megalomania which makes them conduct 

correct behavior appropriate to what wanted it every time. (Verstappen, 2011). 

14.  Lack of Realistic Short-term Goals 

There are many humans in their life have goals. It is different from 

psychopathy. Humans have long goals, but psychopaths conducted short term 

goals. Like, they want to be rich, but they will kill Richman, then they will take 

his rich. It based on what psychopaths want. They will conduct it. (Verstappen, 

2011)  

15.  Early Behavioral Problems 

Psychopaths experience individual interruption and personally often 

change. A thing often affected early behavior problems. A study which is 

published in the brish of the journal of psychiatry finds hyperactive and specific 
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behavior problem proneness influence to strong on psychopathy behavior in the 

adult. It means that this behavior is done when they were the child who has 

problems with behavior. 

16.  Proneness to Boredom 

Psychopaths experience a step of bored in their life. One common 

hypothesis is they proneness has stimulation drop in the down of other people. 

According to Schug that why they need to do a thing think they fun so that they 

are not bored. So they often follow funny activities.  

17.  Revocation Of Conditional Release 

There are criminals in prison. The people in prison are categorized by 

many psychopaths. When psychopath has done punishment in prison, they can 

free, but it has released. It is mean that psychopath must do release if they want 

free. 

18. Anti Social 

The psychopath's very essence is antisocial. Their absence of empathy for 

others applies to the setting and society. Killing someone, angry to a neighbor, 

lying people, and all of the activities whose charm is unacceptable based on 

social. To a psychopath, it does not fault in conducting it. That is a basic character 

in psychopathy. (Verstappen, 2011). 

19.  Criminal Versatility 

Several psychopaths can be to connect with crime and violence criminals. 

because of they often manipulation to people. So many criminals who do crime 
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but psychopath inclined to out of society. It is mean that psychopathy does crime 

to shut. 

20. Promiscuous Sexual Behavior 

Psychopaths have unusual appearances and look like normal people. 

However, psychopath uses their over to attract people to sex. So sex to 

psychopaths is as needing to play their ego. Because psychopaths have 

satisfaction sex is high.   
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CHAPTER III 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

 In this chapter, the researcher will explain about the psychological 

problem on Dave‟s Mother in A Child Called It novel. Based on the statement of 

problems are cause and effect psychopathy on Dave‟s Mother in A Child Called It 

novel. 

A. The Cause of Dave’s Mother’s Psychopathy 

This part contains the explaining about psychopathy cause on Dave‟s 

Mother based on A Child Called It novel. In the first, Dave‟s Mother is a good 

mother in the family. She does her working to good is like the mother. Then, 

Dave‟s Mother loves her children while she takes care of her children be happy. 

In her life, Dave‟s Mother always makes her children be happy when she invites 

her children to go around San Francisco city and explaining the best place in the 

city like a guide from her children. Dave also feels how attention from his mother 

until Dave feels comfortable when with Mother. 

However, that situation is different when Dave acts like a bad boy, and  

Dave‟s Mother knows it. Then she gives him the punishment that he must stand in 

the corner of the bedroom, smacking his face until feeling hurt and does not give 

food to him until she order him to eat to food residue. The starting to it, Dave's 

condition be weaks, she considers him like slave in her life and planing many 

punishments to Dave every day until 12 years old. Therefore, we know effect 

from mother do all it. 
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Based on the theory by Robert D Hare that causes psychopathy gets 2 

factors. There are brain function damage (Internal Factor) and social or 

environmental (External Factor). Dave‟s Mother in the story like psychopathy 

because in the story doing arrogant and things that character like psychopathy.  

1.  Brain Function Damage 

Dave‟s Mother always tortures Dave to many punishments. She does it 

because Dave is like a bad boy. It is normal that a mother tortures her son cause 

he is bad boy, but in story there is peculiarity from Dave‟s Mother. Dave Mother 

tortures Dave that 5 years old doing house working like washing plate, sweeping 

and mop on floor, then it doing every day. 

March 5, 1973, Daly City, California – I’m late. I’ve got to finish 

the dishes on time, otherwise no breakfast; and since I didn’t have 

dinner last night, I have to make sure I get something to eat. 

Mother’s running around yelling at my brothers. I can hear her 

stomping down the hallway towards the kitchen. I dip my hands 

back into the scalding rinse water. It’s too late. She catches me 

with my hands out of the water (page 7) 

 

Based on the quote that Dave does like a slave to the punishment, which 

given by Dave‟s Mother. If Dave does to on time, then he gets breakfast. 

Otherwise, if Dave does not do on time that he does not get breakfast, and he gets 

Smack from Dave‟s Mother. 

SMACK! Mother hits me in the face, and I topple to the floor. I 

know better than to stand there and take the hit. I learned the hard 

way that she takes that as an act of defiance, which means more 

hits, or worst of all, no food. I regain my posture and dodge her 

looks, as she screams into my ears. (Page 7) 
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Dave‟s Mother smacks Dave until fall on the floor because he is late to do 

on time. Also, she screams in his ears while he feels afraid to mother. If Dave 

fought the mother that he gets a big punishment and no food until she orders him 

to eat. 

I think that punishment done by Dave is not relevant. Because Dave‟s 

Mother only wants satisfaction to torture Dave. She also has many plans for how 

he gets punishment. Moreover, Dave‟s Mother enjoys to torture Dave every day. 

Then she always gives big punishment to a small child. It is unsuitable to a small 

child. That strengthens to think of a small child because thinking of a small child 

must be developed. Therefore in thinking of Dave‟s Mother is brain damage 

because she does not think to condition her son when Dave gets punishment and 

her action is arrogant. 

However, there is a peculiarity that Dave‟s Mother ever gives attention to 

her son when he does his punishment. So she sometimes good attitude and 

arrogant. Therefore it has uncontrol to do the action. 

Before I bolt out of the car again, she says, “Tell ’em … Tell ’em 

you ran into the door.” Then in a voice she rarely uses with me, 

she states, “Have a nice day.” I look into her swollen red eyes. She 

still has a hangover from last night’s stupor. (page 8) 

 

On that condition, when Dave wants to out the car, she says “have a nice 

day” to dave. It makes dave amazed and happy. he haven't feel love from his 

mother for geting punishment. Because she never gives an attention. 
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When it came to housekeeping, Mom was an absolute clean fiend. 

After feeding my two brothers, Ronald and Stan, and I breakfast, 

she would dust, disinfect, scour and vacuum everything. No room 

in our house was left untouched. As we grew older, mom made 

sure we did our part by keeping our room neat. Outside, she 

meticulously attended a small flower garden, which was the envy 

of the neighborhood. With Mom, everything she touched turned 

into gold. She didn’t believe in doing anything halfway. (page 16) 

 

Before Dave‟s Mother is abnormal, she is a kind woman like a real mother 

who gives more attention to her children. She always helps anything when they 

difficulty do anything. Therefore she is smart to solve the problem in the house. 

So she is in housekeeping can do it because she was an absolute clean fiend. 

So there is a different character Dave‟s Mother. When Dave was a child, 

she always cares to her children than when he does faults her character change be 

arrogant like an evil enchanter. Based on the quote, the character of Dave‟s 

Mother change drastically out of control. She dominates on Dave life. So, Dave‟s 

Mother free to do anything like evil. Dave feels afraid about her attitude. Before, 

she is a kind woman, but now she is as evil. Therefore there is a cause why her 

character is change like psychopathy. 

It can find how they do interact with other people. Dave‟s mother interacts 

with Dave like a character of the common mother. For example, giving attention 

to children or teaching something. Then she changes her character to be as evil. 

For example, Dave‟s Mother gives him the punishment which not relevant to do 

it, or she becomes him like a slave and smacks him. So, it is abnormal in manage 

emotion. While Dave‟s Mother experiences brain function damage. It is caused 

that she can not manage her emotions in her brain because in human brain gets 
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part of brain called Amygdala that function emotional processing, such as fear, 

rage, and enjoyment.  The emotional can be known through how reaction when 

someone conduct pecualiarity action like Dave‟s Mother gives big punishment to 

child and satisfing her feeling of abusing to Dave like working in the kitchen, 

eating residue food or not. Moreover, something loathe which happens in the 

punishment. Therefore Dave‟s Mother can not manage emotion in doing her 

action so she experiences brain function damage. 

2.  Social And Environment 

Based on cause psychopath about social and environment. It can be known 

as a lack of closure on the family. The story gets the relation between Dave‟s 

Mother and Dave which no close. Because he does a fault. So it makes her angry. 

I’m afraid to look into his eyes, which is mostly a habit from trying 

to deal with my mother. But it’s also because I don’t want to tell 

him anything. Once, about a year ago, he called Mother to ask 

about my bruises. At that time, he had no idea what was really 

going on. He just knew I was a troubled kid who was stealing food. 

When I came to school the next day, he saw the results of Mother’s 

beatings. He never called her again. (page 11). 

 

Dave feels afraid of his mother when Dave faces Mr. Hansen 

(headmaster). Dave saves feeling afraid because if he tells something who relation 

with his mother that she can smack to him. Moreover, Dave is a troubled kid who 

stealing food in the school. So Mr. Hansen often asks Dave‟s Mother to come to 

school on responsibility by action‟s Dave. After that, Dave‟s Mother beats him 

and punishment every day. Therefore Mr.hansen never called again. 
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The first few times were easy, but after several days, some students 

began to discover Twinkies and other desserts missing from their 

lunches. Within a short time, my classmates began to hate me. The 

teacher told the principal, who in turn informed Mother. The fight 

for food became a cycle. The principal’s report to Mother led to 

more beatings and less food for me at the house. (page 31) 

 

This situation is when Dave begins stealing food from his friend in school. 

Moreover, the action is known by his friends, then they report to the headmaster. 

The last, Dave‟s Mother knows it from headmaster who calls her to come to 

school. Also, the effect of it, Dave get a beating and less food. That problem 

makes her wants to tortures him. Therefore that relation is distant between Dave‟s 

Mother and Dave.  

Months crept by and Miss Moss became more persistent. One day, 

she finally reported her concerns to the school principal. He knew 

me well as the food thief, so he called Mother. When I returned to 

the house that day, it was as if somebody had dropped an atomic 

bomb. Mother was more violent than ever. She was furious that 

some “Hippie” teacher had turned her in for child abuse. Mother 

said that she would meet with the principal by the next day to 

justify all the false accusations. By the end of the session, my nose 

bled twice and I was missing a tooth. (page 33) 

 

Dave‟s Mother always gets an announcement about Dave steal some foods 

from his friend. She is angry not like usual. Moreover, Dave also angry with the 

teacher because the teacher says to her if Dave‟s Mother often child abuse. So she 

wants to meet them and justify all the false. Therefore cause of psychopathy can 

see how Dave‟s Mother interacts with others. She seldom interacts with others so 

teachers saying it through Dave‟s condition.   
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When Mother decided that the “corner treatment” was no longer 

effective, I graduated to the “mirror treatment”. In the beginning, 

it was a nonotice form of punishment. Mother would simply grab 

me and smash my face against the mirror, smearing my 

tearstreaked face on the slick, reflective glass. Then she would 

order me to say over and over again, “I’m a bad boy! I’m a bad 

boy! I’m a bad boy!” I was then forced to stand, staring into the 

mirror. (page 22) 

 

Based on the quote that Dave‟s Mother gives punishment is bigger than 

before. Because Dave has down on the punishment, so she wants to give a big 

punishment. So he can feel the effect of what he is doing. She grows an evil soul 

and screams to him that dave is a bad boy. 

“You’ve made my life a living hell!” she sneered. “Now it’s time I 

showed you what hell is like!” Gripping my arm, Mother held it in 

the orangeblue flame. (page 28) 

 

This expression of Dave‟s Mother that in Dave‟s life is one of burden 

which makes uncomfortable in her life. Because dave is a small child who often 

makes many faults. So the feeling of Dave‟s Mother is broke when what doing 

Dave making be anger. It is difficult to build a closed relation. And she beat him. 

The cause of psychopathy on social and environment can find through a 

lack of close relation family with others. Close relation in the family is important. 

However, this story gets a lack of relation between dave‟s Mother and dave. So 

the writer finds evidence through expression and situation in the story. The 

situation on the story happens on dave do many faults in school so Dave‟s Mother 

always asks to come to school to the responsibility of a fault‟s Dave. So Dave‟s 
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Mother is always angry and giving big punishment to him on its fault. Moreover, 

this situation makes relations are not good. Then Dave‟s Mother grows soul of 

anger to herself which expresses to him because he is a bad boy. Therefore Dave 

is caused a lack of close relation to her. But, before getting a problem that Dave‟s 

Mother is a good woman. 

Not only Dave, but the relation of her husband and Dave‟s mother is also 

lack of close relationship. In the story, her husband works as a fireman so. He 

seldom in the house because he is hard work outside for 24 hours. so Dave‟s 

Mother saves her children in the house. The researcher thinks that influence on the 

psychology of Dave‟s Mother because her husband is outside, so he is lack of 

attention to his wife. So she feels bored. Moreover, in the house, Dave‟s Mother 

does the working house. The last when he goes home, the situation is usual but 

sometimes her husband have fight with dave‟s mother because he gives some food 

and defends him. 

While I was cleaning the bathroom, I overheard an argument 

between Mother and Father. She was angry with him for “going 

behind her back” to buy me the paintings. Mother told Father that 

she was in charge of disciplining “the boy” and that he had 

undermined her authority by buying the gifts. The longer Father 

argued his case, the angrier she became. I could tell he had lost, 

and that I was becoming more and more isolated. (page 28) 

 

Dave‟s Mother is angry at her husband because he buys the paintings. She 

doesn‟t want Dave to feel attention from other people. So Dave‟s Mother and her 

husband fight and argument to discipline Dave. However, in saying Dave‟s 

Mother that she has the authority to discipline him. Because when her husband 
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outside to working, she saves and discipline him, so she has authority, and he 

loses in the argument.  

In relationship family, father and mother have to work to save or discipline 

or teaching to their children. It should there is another dominate to discipline their 

children because the family must know each other. However, character dominate 

should is had by her husband because he is the head of the family. He has the 

authority to decide anything in family relations. However, in this story, it exactly 

Dave‟s Mother has the authority to save. In this case happen on the family‟s Dave 

is lacked close relations between her husband and his wife. That causes her 

husband to seldom is in the house. So lack of attention by her husband is on her. 

Therefore she authority who discipline and save him. 

I knew Father’s efforts to help me led to stress between he and 

Mother. Soon, midnight arguments began to occur. From bed I 

could hear the tempo build to an earshattering climax. By then they 

were both drunk, and I could hear Mother scream every vulgar 

phrase imaginable. It didn’t matter what issue started the fight, I 

would soon be the object of their battle. I knew Father was trying 

to help, but in bed I still shivered with fear. I knew he would lose, 

making things worse for me the next day. When they first began to 

fight, Mother would storm off in the car with the tyres screeching. 

She usually returned home in less than an hour. The next day, they 

would both act as if nothing had happened. (page 32) 

 

Her husband is essential to act to help Dave in her life. He tries to give 

attention to drinking alcohol with her. However, Dave‟s Mother becomes 

otherwise. She argues each other in condition drunk And,fearing like evil until she 

says vulgar phrase imaginable. After Dave‟s Mother is angry and fighting, she 
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drives the car is quick. That is as express dislike to her husband because she 

releases it through driving a car. 

As we can know, that social or environment talk action many people or 

condition people. Many people do how they interact and know each other. 

However, this story Dave‟s Mother does not has to experience in social. She often 

is in the home for a broke situation‟s Dave. Moreover, Dave‟s Mother does many 

ways to give punishment to him at home. In the story, she seldom to interact with 

the neighbor. Even she ever reprimand to his neighbor because the neighbor asks 

why dave can not playing with his siblings and often giving punishment. 

Mother rarely spent much time with neighbors, so it was not 

natural for her when she and Shirley became close friends. They 

visited each other daily. In Shirley’s presence Mother played the 

role of the loving, caring parent – just as she had when she was a 

Cub Scout den mother. After several months, Shirley asked Mother 

why David was not allowed to play with the other children. She 

was also curious why David was punished so often. Mother had a 

variety of excuses. David either had a cold or he was working on a 

school project. Eventually, she told Shirley that David was a bad 

boy and deserved being grounded for a long, long time. (page 72) 

 

In time, the relationship between Shirley and Mother became 

strained. One day, for no apparent reason, Mother broke all ties 

with Shirley. Shirley’s son was not allowed to play with the boys, 

and Mother ran around the house calling her a bitch. Even though 

I wasn’t allowed to play with the others, I felt a little safer when 

Shirley and Mother were friends. (page 73) 

 

Dave‟s Mother answers that Dave must be grounded for a long time 

because he is a bad boy. When Dave‟s Mother has answered that question, she 

offense on the question. So it makes Dave‟s Mother is angry. Moreover, the 
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relationship between Shirley and Dave‟s Mother becomes strained. Moreover the 

effect, she does not allow her children playing in Sherly's house. Dave‟s Mother 

also hates Shirley until she ran to the house calling that Sherly is a bitch. 

Therefore Dave‟s Mother is unsocial, so her character is hard to social in the 

environment. 

B.  The Effect of Dave Mother’s Psychopathy 

  As known that way to describe symtomps psychopathy, we have to know 

cause and effect. However, this point discusses the effect of psychopathy on 

Dave‟s Mother in A Child Called It Novel. Based on the theory Robert D Hare 

develops Psychopathy Check-List. There is 20 symptoms of character psychopath. 

However, the researcher develops psychopathy symptoms to be effect 

psychopathy. Because it can be described as a psychopathy effect on the person. 

So psychopaths can harm people. Therefore on this point discuss the action of 

Dave‟s Mother who harms people and happens in the novel. 

1.  Callous And lack Of Empathy 

As we know callous and lack of empathy is characterized as a psychopath. 

That is so harming the victim. Because psychopath does something appropriate 

for what they want. So they can free to harming people who do not fault. Callous 

and lack of empathy as the effect of setting the brain in emotion.  So psychopaths 

do not think anything except themselves. However, they do not understand what 

does it. 
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In this novel, there are many actings that harm people. Dave‟s Mother is 

an object because she does something like an unnormal human. It is mean like 

psychopathy. Dave‟s Mother has psychological problems in her life. While she 

acts arrogantly to her child is Dave as the main sacrifice because he often gets 

punishment which given by her. Not only Dave, neighbor, and people there get act 

similar to Dave‟s Mother. So they feel to harm to act by Dave‟s Mother. 

March 5, 1973, Daly City, California – I’m late. I’ve got to finish 

the dishes on time, otherwise no breakfast; and since I didn’t have 

dinner last night, I have to make sure I get something to eat. 

Mother’s running around yelling at my brothers. I can hear her 

stomping down the hallway towards the kitchen. I dip my hands 

back into the scalding rinse water. It’s too late. She catches me 

with my hands out of the water (page 7) 

 

SMACK! Mother hits me in the face, and I topple to the floor. I 

know better than to stand there and take the hit. I learned the hard 

way that she takes that as an act of defiance, which means more 

hits, or worst of all, no food. I regain my posture and dodge her 

looks, as she screams into my ears. (Page 7) 

 

The based quote that Dave‟s Mother gives punishment like a slave who 

does to work in a house to Dave who a child. She gives it because he is a bad boy. 

She also does not think the condition of Dave. When Dave‟s Mother does a fault 

cause Dave is late to done to work. He gets a smack from her. Dave‟s Mother 

does it like callous because it can see from the act her. It is like smack, working, 

sometimes do not give food. It is no relevant to a child. So she is lacks of empathy 

dave. 

One day in late spring, when I returned home from school, Mother 

threw me into her bedroom. She then yelled at me, stating I was to 
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be held back from the first grade because I was a bad boy. I did 

not understand. I knew I had more “happy face” papers than 

anybody in the class. I obeyed my teacher and I felt she liked me. 

But Mother continued to roar that I had shamed the family and 

would be severely punished. She decided that I was banned from 

watching television, forever. I was to go without dinner and 

accomplish whatever chores Mother could dream up. After another 

thrashing, I was sent to the garage to stand until Mother called me 

to go to bed. (page 25) 

 

When at home, Dave‟s Mother dominated the condition at home. When 

Dave returned home, she threw him to the bedroom with hard. It only caused a 

bad boy. So she thinks that he charms family, and getting punishment. However, 

Dave‟s Mother does not consider to think about his fault. So she decides that 

Dave is banned from watching television. Then he also does not join dinner and 

doing what mother could dream up. A psychopath does not think anything except 

itself. So Dave‟s Mother decides something without long thinking that is absolute, 

although she does not understand what means. Moreover, Dave‟s Mother sent 

Dave to the garage for waiting she calls him to bed. It can be categorized as 

selfish which does not think condition dave. 

One day I rushed home to show off a school paper. Mother threw 

me into her bedroom, yelling about a letter she had received from 

the North Pole. She claimed the letter said that I was a “bad boy” 

and Santa would not bring me any gifts for Christmas. Mother 

raged on and on, saying that I had embarrassed the family again. I 

stood in a daze, as Mother badgered me relentlessly. I felt I was 

living in a nightmare that Mother had created, and I prayed she 

would somehow wake up. Before Christmas that year, there were 

only a couple of gifts for me under the tree, and those came from 

relatives outside the immediate family. On Christmas morning, 

Stan dared to ask Mother why Santa had brought me only two 

paintbynumber pictures. She lectured him saying, “Santa only 

brings toys to good boys and girls.” (page 26). 



43 
 

 
 

 

The based quote that Dave gets a letter. A letter said that Dave is a bad 

boy and Santa does not bring gifts for Christmas to him. It made her angry with 

him and said that Dave makes embarrass the family again. However, Dave‟s 

Mother is not empathy for Dave because she thinks that he is a bad boy. As a 

good mother in the condition when Dave does not get a gift, Dave‟s Mother 

supposed to give empathy like going on holiday or giving another gift. However, 

that condition happens otherwise. She does not give empathy to him precisely she 

quips him that gift which is given by Santa can mean it only good people who get 

the gift. So the bad boy does not get the gift. 

The searches continued for months, and finally, I was the only one 

singled out to look for her things. Once, I forgot what I was 

looking for. When I timidly asked her what it was that I was to find, 

Mother smacked me in the face. She was lying on the couch at the 

time, and she didn’t even stop watching her television show. Blood 

gushed from my nose and I began to cry. Mother snatched a napkin 

from her table, tore a piece and rammed it up my nose. (page 22) 

Dave gets working from his mother to search for a lost thing. Moreover, 

Dave‟s Mother wants him looking for it. In searching for continued for months, 

Dave forgots what he looks for it. So when he asks her about what a lost thing. 

Dave gets to smack in the face from her mother until the blood gushed from his 

nose and crying. Also, Dave‟s Mother takes a napkin from the table and rubbing 

his nose. She is callous when he asks her about what a lost thing, and he gets 

smack. It is bad attitude an irrelevant. It is normal that every human experience 

oblivious. So Dave‟s Mother should answer the question, not to smack. 
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A month or two later, on a Sunday, while Father was at work, my 

brothers and I were playing in our room when we heard Mother 

rush down the hall, yelling at us. Ron and Stan ran for cover in the 

living room. I instantly sat down in my chair. With both arms 

stretched out and raised, Mother came at me. As she came closer 

and closer, I backed my chair towards the wall. Soon, my head 

touched the wall. Mother’s eyes were glazed and red, and her 

breath smelled of booze. I closed my eyes as the oncoming blows 

began to rock me from side to side. I tried to protect my face with 

my hands, but Mother would only knock them away. Her punches 

seemed to last forever. Finally, I snaked my left arm up to cover my 

face. (page 24) 

 

Dave‟s Mother is strange because suddenly she came him and the smacks 

began from side to side. Moreover, she does it in condition drinking booze, and 

her eyes are red. So Dave‟s Mother does it uncontrolled. Therefore she is callous 

in uncontrolled her mind because it is not evident in action to be arrogant. 

I plopped down at a T.V. tray to try to eat. As I reached for a glass 

of milk, my left arm did not respond. My fingers twitched upon 

command, but my arm tingled and had become lifeless. I looked at 

Mother, trying to plead with my eyes. She ignored me. (page 24) 

 

When Dave‟s Mother tortures Dave, she is aware that he feels hurt in his 

arm. Moreover, when Dave wants to eat together. He difficulty move his arm 

because his arm does not respond. So he wants to ask help to the mother through 

looking at her eyes. Also, Dave‟s Mother ignores him. Therefore, no empathy 

from her mother is seen on Dave‟s condition that feels hurt. As the mother must 

know the response to condition her child. If he hurt that it must bring to the 

hospital, but this condition is different, she precisely ignores him.  
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The month of September brought school and bliss. I had new 

clothes and a shiny, new lunch pail. Because Mother had me wear 

the same clothes week after week, by October my clothes had 

become weathered, torn and smelly. She hardly bothered to cover 

my bruises on my face and arms. When asked, I had my readymade 

excuses Mother brainwashed into me. (page 30) 

 

Dave‟s Mother gives new clothes and a shiny, new lunch pail to Dave. But 

she wants him wearing old clothes. So he wears old clothes which bad smells and 

scar in his face and his arms. Dave‟s Mother does not care to condition him 

although he has new something. Therefore she no empathy for him to his 

condition. While she wants him like an ugly boy. 

At the house, the dual punishment of hunger and violent attacks 

continued. By this time, for all practical purposes, I was no longer 

a member of the family. I existed, but there was little or no 

recognition. Mother had even stopped using my name; referring to 

me only as The Boy. I was not allowed to eat meals with the family, 

play with my brothers, or watch television. I was grounded to the 

house. I was not allowed to look at or speak to anybody. (page 31) 

Cause why Dave steals food in school because Dave‟s Mother does not 

give food to him. So he searches the way to how to get food. Therefore, Dave‟s 

Mother knows it, and she gives dual punishment. She considers that he is not a 

member of family. So Dave‟s mother does not allow him to watch television, 

playing with his brothers. So all of the connecting activity at home. This action is 

callous between mother and a child. 

One day, when Ron, Stan and I were playing at a neighbor’s cabin, 

Mother came out onto the porch and yelled for us to come in 

immediately. Once in the cabin, I was scolded for making too much 

noise. For my punishment, I was not allowed to go with Father and 

my brothers to the super slide. I sat on a chair in a corner, 

shivering, hoping that something would happen so the three of 
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them wouldn’t leave. I knew Mother had something hideous on her 

mind. As soon as they left, she brought out one of Russell’s soiled 

diapers. She smeared the diaper on my face. I tried to sit perfectly 

still. I knew if I moved, it would only be worse. I didn’t look up. I 

couldn’t see Mother standing over me, but I could hear her heavy 

breathing. (page 34)  

 

Dave‟s Mother gives punishment which not relevant to a child. She does 

not allow him to join with his brother to playing together. Moreover, Dave‟s 

Mother allows for sitting a chair a corner after that she left him. When Dave‟s 

Mother comes back bringing one of Russell's soiled diapered. She has smeared it 

to his face. It is so disgusting to see. It caused because she screams loud. This 

problem is small. Therefore in her thinking  is so hard to do it. Because we can 

see in this action, Dave‟s Mother likes something which hurt or torture. 

I expected more sympathy like she had given me the night before, 

but it was an empty hope. She gave me nothing. In a cold voice, 

Mother told me to clean myself up and begin my chores. As I heard 

her march up the stairs, I knew nothing had changed. I was still the 

bastard of the family. (page 57) 

Dave always does his dishes every day. Dave‟s Mother does not have 

sympathy for anything to him. So she still ignored him and considering that he is 

bastard of the family. Therefore Dave‟s Mother does not think of his condition, 

she only thinks herself. 

 As the holiday season approached, Mother argued more and more 

with Grandmother on the telephone. She called her own mother 

every vicious name Mother could imagine. The trouble between 

Mother and Grandmother was bad for me because after their 

battle, I often became the object of Mother’s anger. (page 86) 
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The relation between Dave‟s Mother and her grandmother is bad. The 

mother wants her child to be a good child. Grandmother wants Dave‟s Mother to 

be a good relationship but she argued differently. Dave‟s Mother calls 

grandmother is every vicious name mother. It is bad action to parent, because this 

action giving negative effect in relation, So her feeling is not empathy to family.  

Elated, I ran to Mother’s house faster than ever before. As I should 

have expected, my happiness was shortlived. The Bitch tore the 

letter open, read it quickly and scoffed, “Well, Mr Ziegler says I 

should be so proud of you for naming the school newspaper. He 

also claims that you are one of the top pupils in his class. Well, 

aren’t you special?” Suddenly, her voice turned ice cold and she 

jabbed her finger at my face and hissed, “Get one thing straight, 

you little son of a bitch! There is nothing you can do to impress 

me! Do you understand me? You are a nobody! An It! You are 

nonexistent! You are a bastard child! I hate you and I wish you 

were dead! Dead! Do you hear me? Dead!”. (page 82) 

Dave is happy because he is the best student in school, so he wants to give 

a letter to her mother to make happy with his achievement. However, when 

Dave‟s Mother receives it, she is angry with him and saying bad words to her 

child. So Dave‟s Mother does not have callous to his achievement. Because on her 

thinking can show she does not want a child as Dave is a bad boy and making 

regret. So she has a problem with her thinking about behaving what done by 

Dave. It shows he doesn‟t care for him. 

2.  Pathological Lying and Manipulative 

Lying is a false statement that is made by a person who purposed to make people 

believe. This character is shown psychopathy to lying everyone. So all of the 

action on psychopath is harmed to everyone. Therefore lying is one of the 
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psychopathy characters who often used to a manipulative person, so people 

believe. It is relevant to character Dave‟s Mother in A Child Called It novel. In 

this story, Dave‟s Mother often lies to around people to cover a bad attitude, so 

they do not see it. So she is shown as normal and kind person. 

According to that explanation, the evidence to show based on the 

paragraph in the novel 

I hadn’t slept long when Mother awakened me, explaining that I 

had rolled out of the top bunk during the night. She seemed to be 

deeply concerned about my condition, as she drove me to the 

hospital. When she told the doctor about my fall from the top bunk 

bed, I could tell by the look he gave me that he knew my injury was 

no accident. Again, I was too afraid to speak up. At home, Mother 

made up an even more dramatic story for Father. In the new 

version, Mother included her efforts to catch me before I hit the 

floor. As I sat in Mother’s lap, listening to her lie to Father, I knew 

my mom was sick. But my fear kept the accident our secret. I knew 

if I ever told anyone, the next “accident” would be worse. (page 

25) 

 

Based on the quote, that Dave‟s Mother lies to the doctor and her husband 

that she tells them that Dave falls to bunk during the night. Besides Dave is torture 

by her without cause. So she covers that situation when she awakened Dave. Also, 

Dave‟s Mother and dave go to the hospital. She is smart in saying words to 

manipulation statements. So, Dave‟s Mother lies to the doctor that Dave falls on 

the bed to the floor, so his arm is hurt. Also, she repeats the story twice when go 

home meets her husband. Moreover, Dave‟s Mother has done it make them 

believe. 
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When I returned from school the next afternoon, Mother smiled as 

if she had won a milliondollar sweepstakes. She told me how she 

had dressed up to see the principal, with her infant son Russell in 

her arms. Mother told me how she had explained to the principal 

how David had an overactive imagination. Mother told him how 

David had often struck and scratched himself to get attention, since 

the recent birth of his new brother, Russell. I could imagine her 

turning on her snakelike charm as she cuddled Russell for the 

benefit of the principal. At the end of their talk, Mother said that 

she was more than happy to cooperate with the school. She said 

they could call her any time there was a problem with David. 

Mother said the staff at school had been instructed to pay no 

attention to my wild stories of child beating or not being fed. 

Standing there in the kitchen that day, listening to her boast, gave 

me a feeling of total emptiness. As Mother told me about the 

meeting, I could sense her heightened confidence, and her new 

confidence made me fear for my life. I wished I could dissolve and 

be gone forever. I wished I would never have to face another 

human being again. That summer, the family vacationed at the 

Russian River. (page 35) 

This action happens when the master of school calls Dave's Mother 

because Dave has a problem in school have done to stole food box to Dave‟s 

friend and about appearance or injury. She feels happy like winning the gift. So 

Dave‟s Mother acts a good attitude to the master of the school who wreaks to 

Russel. So Dave‟s Mother has shown gracefully. In the meeting, she is smart in 

speaking to interest attention to the master of the school. Then she says that Dave 

has an overactive imagination. Dave‟s Mother also says he hurt himself to interest 

attention. Besides, she does it to cover her fault. It happens on Dave‟s injury 

which is happened on she often tortures Dave every day. Therefore Dave‟s 

Mother lies to master school while she is told child abuse. The mother‟s action 

relation between the master of school is good. It makes Dave feels broke because 

in school as a place to save himself. 
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Mother rarely spent much time with neighbors, so it was not 

natural for her when she and Shirley became close friends. They 

visited each other daily. In Shirley’s presence Mother played the 

role of the loving, caring parent – just as she had when she was a 

Cub Scout den mother. After several months, Shirley asked Mother 

why David was not allowed to play with the other children. She 

was also curious why David was punished so often. Mother had a 

variety of excuses. David either had a cold or he was working on a 

school project. Eventually, she told Shirley that David was a bad 

boy and deserved being grounded for a long, long time. (page 72) 

When Dave‟s Mother meets her neighbor who is close friend, Shirley asks 

about why Dave does not permit playing with other children. She answer that 

Dave either feels a cold or works on many school projects. So Dave‟s Mother lies 

to her to cover on the action. Moreover, she feels umbrageous when she is asked 

it. Then, Dave‟s Mother manipulative his fault by saying. Therefore she looks for 

many reasons to answer it a question. 

3.  Poor Control Behavior 

Psychopathy usually covers normal character to an important thing. In 

controlling character psychopathy usually smart. It can adjust its character to 

appropriate her thinking. So poor control behavior identic psychopathy doing is 

like violent, reaction uncontrol and damaging. It can harm people. Dave‟s Mother 

on the A Child Called It novel to save many actions which shown poor control 

behavior. 

SMACK! Mother hits me in the face, and I topple to the floor. I 

know better than to stand there and take the hit. I learned the hard 

way that she takes that as an act of defiance, which means more 

hits, or worst of all, no food. I regain my posture and dodge her 

looks, as she screams into my ears. (Page 7) 
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Dave‟s Mother is violent to Dave. Because it caused late doing in his 

dishes. So she is angry at him for his action. She smacks him in the face until 

toppling on the floor. It makes him feel afraid. Therefore, the behavior of dave‟s 

mother is uncontrol to give punishment. So it is violent to a child. 

I forgot what I was looking for. When I timidly asked her what it 

was that I was to find, Mother smacked me in the face. She was 

lying on the couch at the time, and she didn’t even stop watching 

her television show. Blood gushed from my nose and I began to 

cry. Mother snatched a napkin from her table, tore a piece and 

rammed it up my nose. (page 22) 

 

When Dave forgot what he looked for the lost thing, he asks Dave‟s 

Mother about it. Moreover, Dave got to hit him in his face. It makes her is angry 

because Dave asks it and doesn‟t understand what he looked for it. The 

punishment is hard as child abuse. Therefore violent is a tool to solve Dave‟s 

attitude. 

About this time, Mom’s behavior began to change radically. At 

times while Father was away at work, she would spend the entire 

day lying on the couch, dressed only in her bathrobe, watching 

television. Mom got up only to go to the bathroom, get another 

drink or heat leftover food. (page 21) 

This condition different when Dave‟s Mother starts lazily with behavior 

which usually done before. Because of the condition at home that her husband 

seldom at home so she can free to do anything. Therefore Dave‟s Mother does it 

as showing rest at home. However, she never does it before. Because before it, 

Dave‟s Mother is beautiful like an angel on her child. But, no, she looks like a 

lazy woman. 
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When Mother decided that the “corner treatment” was no longer 

effective, I graduated to the “mirror treatment”. In the beginning, 

it was a nonotice form of punishment. Mother would simply grab 

me and smash my face against the mirror, smearing my 

tearstreaked face on the slick, reflective glass. Then she would 

order me to say over and over again, “I’m a bad boy! I’m a bad 

boy! I’m a bad boy!” I was then forced to stand, staring into the 

mirror. (page 22) 

Dave‟s Mother never stops giving punishment to Dave. She has many 

ways how he gets punishment which suitable. If corner treatment is no effective 

that mirrors treatment as punishment. Dave‟s Mother grabs him and smashes his 

face against in the mirror, smearing his tearstreaked face on the slick reflective 

glass. She enjoys what she does it without thinking anything. 

One day in late spring, when I returned home from school, Mother 

threw me into her bedroom. She then yelled at me, stating I was to 

be held back from the first grade because I was a bad boy. I did 

not understand. I knew I had more “happy face” papers than 

anybody in the class. I obeyed my teacher and I felt she liked me. 

But Mother continued to roar that I had shamed the family and 

would be severely punished. She decided that I was banned from 

watching television, forever. I was to go without dinner and 

accomplish whatever chores Mother could dream up. After another 

thrashing, I was sent to the garage to stand until Mother called me 

to go to bed. (page 25) 

 

Dave‟s Mother is an annoyance to Dave because he was a bad boy when 

he was to be held back.. From annoyance it, Dave gets punishment by her that he 

cannot uses television. He does not get dinner and anything ordered by Dave‟s 

Mother. After another thrashing, Dave serves to stand in the garage until 

hismother orders to the bedroom. 
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Mother smacked, punched and kicked me until I crumpled to the 

floor. I tried to tell Mother that I had run away because I wanted to 

be with her and the family. (page 26) 

Dave usually is hit by Dave‟s Mother with hard. So violent is be eating by 

dave‟smother. One of these is he gets smack until crumpling to the floor. She does 

it without anything reason. Even though he wants to be a member of the family. 

I tried to tell her that I had missed her, but Mother refused to let 

me speak. I tried once more and Mother dashed to the bathroom, 

snatched a bar of soap and crammed it down my throat. After that, 

I was no longer allowed to speak unless I was instructed to do so. 

(page 26) 

Dave‟s Mother asks Dave to be quiet expect she instructs him. If he says 

several sounds from his mouth, she will bring him to the bathroom, and his mouth 

is entered soap. It is a shape of annoyance by Dave‟s Mother because she feels 

disturbed by what he said to her. So Dave‟s Mother tortures him with entering 

soap. 

I could tell by the look on her face that she was after blood. After 

smashing my face against the bedroom mirror, she snatched my 

arm and dragged me to the car. During the drive to my den 

mother’s house, Mother told me what she was going to do with me 

when we got home. I scooted to the far side of the front seat of the 

car, but it didn’t work. She reached across the seat and seized my 

chin, lifting my head towards hers. Mother’s eyes were bloodshot 

and her voice sounded as if she were possessed. (page 27) 

In violent for it, Dave feels that Dave‟s Mother wants looking for blood. It 

means she wants to torture him as wreak on what she wants. When in-home,  

Dave‟s Mother reached across the seat and seized his chin, lifting his head toward 

hers. Moreover, before it, Dave‟s Mother smashes his face against the bedroom 

mirror. When she does it in condition her eyes like evil 
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After he left, Mother would yank me out of bed and drag me to the 

kitchen. While I stood shivering in my pyjamas, she’d smack me 

from one side of the kitchen to the other. (page 32) 

When Dave‟s Father is in home, condition home be quiet. Dave safe if him 

at home. If Dave‟s Father out to work, Dave feels like a screaming place. It can be 

disaster by Dave. Dave‟s Mother will torture him after Dave‟s Father out. 

Moreover, when he left, she brings him to the kitchen and smacking him from one 

side to the kitchen to others. 

I looked straight ahead, avoiding her eyes. “No way!” I said to 

myself. Like so many times before, avoiding her was the wrong 

thing to do. Mother smacked me from side to side. I clung to the 

chair, fearing if I fell off she would jump on me. (page 34) 

Dave feels afraid of her when he sees her eyes. He thinks if seeing her 

eyes it can be wrong to do. Dave‟s Mother can feel angry. Moreover, she smacks 

him from side to side in the chair to looks straight ahead. Therefore he makes a 

fault violent by her. 

Again she repeated, “Eat it!” I held my breath. The smell was 

overpowering. I tried to focus on the top corner of the diaper. 

Seconds seemed like hours. Mother must have known my plan. She 

slammed my face into the diaper and rubbed it from side to side. 

(page 35) 

This behavior is disgusting. Dave‟s Mother hands a diaper in his face. 

How to feel the smell from the diaper is overpowering. She repeated it until Dave 

can not breathe. After that, Dave‟s Mother rubs the diaper in her face and rubbed 

it from its side. She gives this punishment because he screams much loud. So she 

disturbs his scream. However, she gives punishment is abnormal on his fault 
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As I ran to the house from school that afternoon, all I could think 

about was stealing food from the cafeteria the next day. Minutes 

later, Mother changed my mind. She dragged me into the bathroom 

and slugged me in the stomach so hard that I bent over. (page 40) 

Dave‟s Mother knows that Dave is food thief in school. Because she 

always gets announce from Dave‟s school. Dave does it because he does not get 

dinner or no food from his mother. When Dave ran to the house, Dave‟s Mother 

dragged him into the bathroom and slugged him in the stomach so hard that he 

bent over. She does to while food in the stomach can out. 

By the look on Father’s face, I could tell he was getting more and 

more tired of the constant “What has The Boy done now” routine. 

Staring at me, he shook his head in disapproval and stammered, 

“Well, Roerva, if you would just let The Boy have something to 

eat.” A heated battle of wo rds broke out in front of me, and as 

always, Mother won. “EAT? You want The Boy to eat, Stephen? 

Well, The Boy is going to EAT! He can eat this!” Mother yelled at 

the top of her lungs, shoving the bowl towards me and stomping off 

to the bedroom. (page 41) 

When Dave‟s Father goes home to work. He meets Dave and asking what 

to do. He shocks to know that Dave does like a slave. Moreover, Dave‟s Father 

rebukes her on the action. Dave‟s Mother feels annoyance and responds saying 

unnecessary words. So Dave‟s Father is entirely to fight.  From this action, she 

won on him. 

The next evening was a repeat performance, but this time in front 

of Father. She boasted to him, “This will teach The Boy to quit 

stealing food!” I knew she was only doing it for her sick, perverted 

pleasure. Father stood lifeless as Mother fed me another dose of 

ammonia. (page 47) 

Dave‟s Mother is smart. She always has the way how to tortures Dave 

until hurt. Moreover, when the next evening, Dave‟s Mother wants to do 
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something tortures him in front of his father. She fed him another dose of 

ammonia. Ammonia is a chemical liquid which sting. So if entered in the mouth 

will feel bad teste and sting. 

she did make me drink spoonfuls of Clorox a few times. But 

Mother’s favorite game seemed to be dishwashing soap. From the 

bottle she would squeeze the cheap, pink liquid down my throat 

and command that I stand in the garage. My mouth became so dry, 

I sneaked away to the garage faucet and filled my stomach full of 

water. Soon I discovered my dreadful mistake, and diarrhea took 

hold. I cried out to Mother upstairs, begging her to let me use the 

toilet upstairs. She refused. I stood downstairs, afraid to move, as 

clumps of the watery matter fell through my underwear and down 

my pant legs, onto the floor.  (page 48) 

After ammonia, Dave‟s Mother gives dave to drink spoonfuls of Clorox. 

Clorox is liquid which to white to dress. It is a chemical liquid which dangerous 

to the human body even breathing smell from Clorox is hurt. While Dave drinks 

Clorox liquid makes his mouth so dry. Moreover, he needs water for the neutral 

liquid in the stomach. Also, the effect is that Dave experience diarrhea on his 

stomach. But Dave‟s Mother is not allowed to use the toilet upstairs. So he holds 

his hurt while it is not out. So this punishment is violent who harming people 

I stood before Father, waiting for him to turn his page and see me. 

When he did, I stuttered, “Father … Mo … Mo … Mother stabbed 

me.” He didn’t even raise an eyebrow. “Why?” he asked. “She 

told me if I didn’t do the dishes on time … she’d kill me.” (Page 

54) 

Dave‟s Mother does violent to Dave with stabbing Dave. She does it in 

front of his father.  However, Dave‟s Father does not respond to what happens to 

Dave. It happens otherwise, Dave wants back to do the dishes on time if he does 
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not do it that she will kill him. She does it because his presence at home is very 

detrimental. It can see from what Dave doing with her. 

I thought it was odd that she forgot to turn on the hot water as 

well. As the tub began to fill with cold water, Mother tore off my 

clothes and ordered me to get into the tub. I got into the tub and 

laid down. A cold fear raced throughout my body. “Lower!” 

Mother yelled. “Put your face in the water like this!” She then bent 

over, grabbed my neck with both hands and shoved my head under 

the water. Instinctively, I thrashed and kicked, trying desperately to 

force my head above the water so I could breathe. (page 66) 

Dave‟s Mother gives punishment again to Dave. When she fills cold water 

in the tub. She wants to dismiss his clothes. Moreover, Dave asks her to into the 

tub. Then Dave‟s Mother orders his face into the tub. While Dave cannot breathe 

in the tub. So she yelled to torture him while she hopes he died. However, he can 

breathe back. 

If she got tired of having me around her house, she sent me out to 

find some mowing jobs, but not before beating me. A few times she 

whipped me with the dog’s chain. It was very painful, but I just 

gritted my teeth and took it. (page 69) 

The violent happens crazy. Dave‟s Mother orders to looking for a job. 

Because she wants Dave is not at the house. If he is in the house, it will make her 

uncomfortable at the house.  However, before she did it, she whipped him with a 

dog‟s chain. It makes him feel his teeth are gritted. So he feels hurt to the action 

by her. 

In time, the relationship between Shirley and Mother became 

strained. One day, for no apparent reason, Mother broke all ties 

with Shirley. Shirley’s son was not allowed to play with the boys, 

and Mother ran around the house calling her a bitch. Even though 

I wasn’t allowed to play with the others, I felt a little safer when 

Shirley and Mother were friends. (page 74) 
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Shirley and Dave are strained. Because Shirley asks him about why Dave 

does not join with her friend or her brother. On the question about. It makes hir to 

be an annoyance to Shirley. So she calls her a bitch woman. Moreover, Dave‟s 

Mother is not allowed him to play with Shirley‟s family. Even though they are 

friends was a child 

When the lady was clearly gone, Mother closed the door in a rage. 

“You little shit!” she screamed. I instinctively covered my face as 

she began swinging. She hit me several times, then banished me to 

the garage. (page 75) 

Dave‟s Mother change like evil when she knows that Dave answers the 

question from about attitude of his mother. Even though he answers otherwise that 

she does her work as a mother. This causes Dave‟s Mother is angry at him and 

saying, “you are little shit.” It makes him question her. After that, she hits him in 

the garage. 

Suddenly, her voice turned ice cold and she jabbed her finger at 

my face and hissed, “Get one thing straight, you little son of a 

bitch! There is nothing you can do to impress me! Do you 

understand me? You are a nobody! An It! You are nonexistent! You 

are a bastard child! I hate you and I wish you were dead! Dead! 

Do you hear me? Dead!”. (page 82) 

Dave brings the good news that he gets the high score and become a smart 

student in school through letters from the master of the school. When Dave gives 

it to her, Dave‟s Mother says that there is nothing he can do to impress her 

because dave is a little son of a bitch. Also, she hates him and hoping Dave died 

because he is a bastard child. Therefore, the action happens that Dave‟s Mother is 

so hating him and hoping he dead. 
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As soon as we were in the car, she ordered me to lie on the floor of 

the back seat, where her boys took turns stomping me with their 

feet for “mouthing off” to them and Mother. Immediately after we 

entered the house, Mother made a special batch of ammonia and 

Clorox. She must have guessed I had been using the rag as a mask 

because she tossed the rag into the bucket. As soon as she slammed 

the bathroom door, I hurried to the heating vent. (page 83) 

Dave‟s Mother does violent to Dave. She asks him to lie on the floor of the 

back seat, and her boys ask to stop him. After that, when at home, Dave‟s Mother 

gives Ammonia and Clorox. Then Dave is afraid so he herried to the heating vent. 

Therefore Dave received anything the actions from the mother. 

When Mother finally opened the door, I bolted for the hallway, but 

her hand seized me by the neck. She tried to push my face into the 

bucket, but I fought back and she failed. (page 84) 

Dave‟s Mother does violent. She catches with seizing by the neck him 

who tries running. Moreover, Dave‟s Mother pushes his face into the bucket. This 

violent is without cause. Because she is so hard to torture a child. So it is not 

controlled to behavior on Dave‟s Mother.   

Mother allowed me to watch a Christmas cartoon special. After the 

program, for reasons unclear to me, she ordered me to sit in my 

brothers room. Minutes later she stormed into the room, wrapped 

her hands around my neck and began choking me. I twisted my 

head from side to side, trying to squirm away from her grip. (page 

84) 

Dave‟s Mother has many ways to tortures Dave. She gives happiness watching a 

Christmas cartoon special. From the action, Dave‟s Mother has no reason why she 

allows him watching the cartoon. However, behind it suddenly, Dave‟s Mother 

does violent to him. She wraps her hand around his neck and begins to choke him. 
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Even as a small child, I knew that Mother didn’t get along very 

well with her family. She felt that everybody was trying to tell her 

what to do. She never felt at ease, especially with her own mother 

who was also a strongwilled person. Grandmother usually offered 

to buy Mother a new dress or take her to the beauty parlor. Not 

only did Mother refuse the offers, but she also yelled and screamed 

until Grandmother left her house. (page 85) 

The relation between grandmother and Dave‟s Mother is terrible. Because 

she feels uncomfortable when grandmother at home. Even though grandmother 

always attention to him but now Dave‟s Mother does not respect what has 

grandmother done to her. Also, she replies to yell and scream until her 

grandmother left her house. Therefore Dave‟s Mother feels annoyance good 

behavior by grandmother. 

As the holiday season approached, Mother argued more and more 

with Grandmother on the telephone. She called her own mother 

every vicious name Mother could imagine. The trouble between 

Mother and Grandmother was bad for me because after their 

battle, I often became the object of Mother’s anger. (page 86) 

The relation between grandmother and Dave‟s Mother becomes hard. Now 

they often argue with each other on the telephone. As a child to mother, it must 

polite to the mother. However, Dave‟s Mother is not, she also calls her 

grandmother as a bad name. So Dave‟s Mother feels know how to teach child 

(Dave). So it does not need teaching it. Therefore she becomes stubborn when the 

battle with grandmother. 

4.  Impulsivity 

Impulsive usually can know how the action of psychopathy who is doing 

something related to the mind. So psychopathy identic with harried attitude or 
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suddenly change attitude. It means psychopaths do something without an unclear 

reason. Dave‟s Mother often attitudes like impulsive in the novel. Many arrogant 

attitudes happen in the novel A Child Called It. 

Before I bolt out of the car again, she says, “Tell ’em … Tell ’em 

you ran into the door.” Then in a voice she rarely uses with me, 

she states, “Have a nice day.” I look into her swollen red eyes. She 

still has a hangover from last night’s stupor. (page 8) 

Based on the quote that Dave‟s Mother usually tortures Dave anything, but 

there is a strange happen to her. After she tortures him, she gives attention by 

saying “have nice day”. So Dave thinks that Dave‟s Mother does it which haven‟t 

she done before. It becomes a strange thing. Therefore Dave‟s Mother is told 

impulsivity. Because she does it with unclear reason. So it shows a question. 

About this time, Mom’s behavior began to change radically. At 

times while Father was away at work, she would spend the entire 

day lying on the couch, dressed only in her bathrobe, watching 

television. Mom got up only. (page 21) 

Dave‟s Mother changes radically. It means that the mom‟s behavior 

change like lazy, or unpolite, and different character before. So when Dave‟s 

Father at out to work. She spends her time lying on the couch like woman has not 

taken a bath. Now, Dave‟s Mother does not look bad. Therefore all of about her, it 

changed also effects dressed, behavior, and social life. However, all of that, there 

is no cause why she does all. 

A month or two later, on a Sunday, while Father was at work, my 

brothers and I were playing in our room when we heard Mother 

rush down the hall, yelling at us. Ron and Stan ran for cover in the 

living room. I instantly sat down in my chair. With both arms 

stretched out and raised, Mother came at me. As she came closer 

and closer, I backed my chair towards the wall. Soon, my head 
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touched the wall. Mother’s eyes were glazed and red, and her 

breath smelled of booze. I closed my eyes as the oncoming blows 

began to rock me from side to side. I tried to protect my face with 

my hands, but Mother would only knock them away. Her punches 

seemed to last forever. Finally, I snaked my left arm up to cover my 

face. ( page 24) 

Dave‟s Mother does an action when Dave‟s Father at work. She yells to 

looking at her children. When seeing them, she comes to Dave. Condition of 

Dave‟s Mother is like a drunk, and her eyes are red, her breath smelled the booze. 

Dave feels afraid of her until touching the wall. Suddenly, Dave‟s Mother hits his 

face from side to side until Dave tries to protect his face with his hand. Her 

punches seemed to last forever. 

It is impulsive, because of the reaction of Dave‟s Mother suddenly 

arrogant when met Dave. The effect on him, he pushed by her until feels hurt. It 

happens condition drunk. So she effects to controlling emotion. It gets the 

character in taking action. In condition drunk, emotion becomes to be angry. 

As the arguments between Mother and Father became more 

frequent, he began to change. Often after an argument, he would 

pack an overnight bag and set off in the middle of the night for 

work. After he left, Mother would yank me out of bed and drag me 

to the kitchen. While I stood shivering in my pyjamas, she’d smack 

me from one side of the kitchen to the other. One of my resistance 

techniques was to lay on the floor acting as though I didn’t have 

the strength to stand. That tactic didn’t last long. Mother would 

yank me up by the ears and yell into my face with her bourbon 

breath, for minutes at a time. On these nights, her message was 

always the same: I was the reason she and Father were having 

problems. Often I became so tired, my legs would shake. My only 

escape was to stare at the floor and hope that Mother would soon 

run out of steam. (page 33) 

Dave‟s Mother often argues with Dave‟s Father to debate about Dave. He 

loses in debate and finally going to work. After arguing, she comes to Dave in the 
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kitchen. Then Dave‟s Mother smacks him. Even though Dave only stands in the 

kitchen. Suddenly she smacks him until falling on the floor. So it happens 

repeatedly for Dave experience. So, Dave knows to solve when smacking or 

hitting. Therefore, this impulsive on this action happens in pressure. Because this 

situation is started arguing between Dave‟s Mother and Father. So Dave‟s Mother 

experiences affect the pressure in arguing. The last she wreaks pressure with 

smacking Dave.  

When I returned from school the next afternoon, Mother smiled as 

if she had won a milliondollar sweepstakes. She told me how she 

had dressed up to see the principal, with her infant son Russell in 

her arms. Mother told me how she had explained to the principal 

how David had an overactive imagination. Mother told him how 

David had often struck and scratched himself to get attention, since 

the recent birth of his new brother. (page 33) 

Dave‟s Mother often tortures Dave in a condition of anything. However, 

this condition is different, like not usually. She appearances beautiful, good dress, 

and a good attitude to Dave and others. She appeared to like it to purpose meeting 

with master of school. Dave‟s Mother meets it to talk about Dave does fault in 

school, so his mother called by the master of school to irresponsible. Therefore 

she changes her appearance to be a good dress so it can be interesting to master 

the school. It shows that Dave‟s Mother has a good character, good attitude, and a 

beautiful. Dave also does not know why she appearances and attitude like not 

usual at home. 

As I opened the door, a calmness filled my soul. The house was 

dark except for a single light in the kitchen. I could see Mother 

sitting by the breakfast table. I stood completely still. She smiled, 

and I could tell by her slumped shoulders that the booze had her in 

a deepsix. In a strange way, I knew she wasn’t going to beat me. 
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My thoughts became cloudy, but my trance broke when Mother got 

up and strolled over to the kitchen sink. She knelt down, opened the 

sink cabinet and removed a bottle of ammonia. I did not 

understand. She got a tablespoon and poured some ammonia into 

it. My brain was too rattled to think. As much as I wanted to, I 

could not get my numbed brain into gear. (page 46) 

Dave‟s Mother often experiences brain damage. Because without cause 

she gives ammonia liquid to Dave for drinking. Even though ammonia is a 

dangerous liquid if drinking. So it harms to Dave‟s body.  Dave is afraid of 

drinking ammonia liquid. So Dave‟s Mother pushes him to drink ammonia. Dave 

feels hurt in the throat. 

The meaning this quote is why Dave‟s Mother gives Ammonia liquid to 

Dave without cause. This impulsive started the way to torture Dave. So when 

Dave‟s Mother smiled at him, she comes with bringing the way to torture him. 

This impulsive cause because Dave‟s Mother drinks booze, so effect drinking 

booze feels controlling mind. So that condition she started to torture him through 

drinking ammonia. 

I knew he would take care of Mother and drive me to the hospital. I 

stood before Father, waiting for him to turn his page and see me. 

When he did, I stuttered, “Father … Mo … Mo … Mother stabbed 

me.” He didn’t even raise an eyebrow. “Why?” he asked. “She 

told me if I didn’t do the dishes on time … she’d kill me.” (page 

54)   

Dave‟s Mother hated Dave. So she gives a big punishment to him without 

remission. In hating, Dave‟s Mother does stab him without cause. Even though 

she does it without a plan. Therefore this action is as impulsive because Dave‟s 

Mother does stabbing without the case. it makes Dave shock. She feels not fault. 



65 
 

 
 

One Sunday during the last month of summer, Mother came into 

the master bedroom where I had been ordered to sit on my hands 

in my POW position. She asked me to get up and sit on the corner 

of the bed. She then told me that she was tired of the life we were 

living. She told me she was sorry and that she wanted to make up 

for all the lost time. I smiled from ear to ear, as I jumped into her 

arms and held her tightly. As she ran her hand through my hair, I 

began to cry. Mother cried too, and I began to feel that my bad 

times were finished. I let go of our hug and looked into Mother’s 

eyes. I had to know for sure. I had to hear her say it again. “Is it 

really over?” I asked timidly. (page 73) 

Dave‟s Mother regret her action for torturing to Dave. it makes Dave feels 

comfortable in her condition. She does good attitude to him. He gets all wanted at 

home. When Dave‟s Mother said sorry to Dave. He feels not sure about her 

statement. Therefore she says all of the regreting for done while making Dave 

sure to apologize. That is impulsive because Dave‟s Mother suddenly says sorry 

to him for her action. Moreover, she feels awaring for her actions. So Dave is not 

sure about her apologies. However, it makes him happy with her condition.  

5. Irresponsible 

Psychopathy usually is irresponsible to its work. On working, the 

psychopath does not care about it. Psychopath only does something which 

effecting anxiety to other people. Also, psychopath only thinks about what they 

know. So they focus on what known then doing it based thinking. Therefore 

irresponsible psychopathy can harm other people. Like Dave‟s Mother who harms 

other people to her action in A Child Called It novel. 

As Mother grabbed my arm, she lost her balance and staggered 

back a step. As she jerked violently to regain her stability, I heard 

something pop, and felt an intense pain in my shoulder and arm. 

The startled look on Mother’s face told me that she had heard the 
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sound too, but she released her grip on my arm, and turned and 

walked away as if nothing had happened. I cradled my arm as it 

began to throb with pain. Before I could actually inspect my arm, 

Mother summoned me to dinner. (page 24) 

Dave‟s Mother does her action which irresponsible to Dave. In this 

condition, she smacks his head repeatedly until Dave defense her push with his 

arm. When Dave‟s Mother grabs his arm, she lost her balance. Then she pulls his 

left arm until he feels hurt to his arm. After that, Dave‟s Mother walked away and 

feeling that this time nothing had happened. So Dave‟s Mother does not feel a 

fault. This irresponsible on Dave‟s mother to Dave is harming. Because it makes 

hurt Dave and it is as the way to manipulative in her action on other people. 

After several months, Shirley asked Mother why David was not 

allowed to play with the other children. She was also curious why 

David was punished so often. Mother had a variety of excuses. 

David either had a cold or he was working on a school project. 

Eventually, she told Shirley that David was a bad boy and 

deserved being grounded for a long, long time. (page 72) 

Dave‟s Mother lies to Shirley about dave is a bad boy. Based on the action 

that she lies because of close a fault. It usually tortures to Dave. So, Dave‟s 

Mother lies to manipulation situation. Therefore it called irresponsible to the 

situation. She has to honest about the situation. However, Dave‟s Mother does not 

want the said person who a child abuse. Therefore she is irresponsible on lying to 

Shirley which harming it. 

6.  Criminal Versatility 

Criminal often happens to the psychopathy. Psychopaths do it to out 

emotion in his thinking. So psychopaths often experience the problem in their 
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thinking. Effect of it, psychopaths do criminal behavior or crime. It is a usual 

thing in lifestyle as psychopathy. Because many psychopaths do criminal or crime 

is too manipulative people. So it is harming things in human life when meting 

psychopaths. In the novel, there are many evidences that Dave‟s Mother often 

does criminal. 

March 5, 1973, Daly City, California – I’m late. I’ve got to finish 

the dishes on time, otherwise no breakfast; and since I didn’t have 

dinner last night, I have to make sure I get something to eat. 

Mother’s running around yelling at my brothers. I can hear her 

stomping down the hallway towards the kitchen. I dip my hands 

back into the scalding rinse water. It’s too late. She catches me 

with my hands out of the water. (page 7) 

This action is criminal because Dave‟s Mother gives punishment Dave to 

work at the home. It means that Dave‟s Mother tortures Dave to work at the 

home. It is irrelevant to a child to work at the home because that disturbs in 

developing the mind in a child and harms a child in life. Also, there are hard 

behaviors at home, like screaming brothers if they do not hear it that they will 

torture, Dave late in dishes she will get a smack and no food by his mother and 

others.  

“You’ve made my life a living hell!” she sneered. “Now it’s time I 

showed you what hell is like!” Gripping my arm, Mother held it in 

the orangeblue flame. My skin seemed to explode from the heat. I 

could smell the scorched hairs from my burnt arm. As hard as I 

fought, I could not force Mother to let go of my arm. Finally I fell 

to the floor, on my hands and knees, and tried to blow cool air on 

my arm. “It’s too bad your drunken father’s not here to save you,”. 

(page 28) 

Dave‟s Mother does to tortures Dave in the kitchen with gas burners. 

Moreover, she orders him to his arm in the burner. While he can feel how he is 
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like hell as her life is like hell. To show it, Dave feels his skin is heat and smelling 

the scorched hairs frim his burnt arm. Therefore it can be called criminal because 

Dave‟s Mother does to torture his son and hurting without causing. So that harms 

a child and it called hard infraction. Because in law, there is infractions. 

By then, Mother would “forget” to feed me any dinner. Breakfast 

wasn’t much better. On a good day, I was allowed leftover cereal 

portions from my brothers, but only if I performed all of my chores 

before going to school. (page 30) 

In the quote, Dave‟s Mother doesn‟t give food when dinner and breakfast. 

In Dave's life, if he does a fault in front of her that she does not give food. It 

becomes an afraid thing in life. Sometimes, Dave does not have a fault. Therefore 

this action is harming in his life if we are living without food that we candied. So 

it is criminal. Because it is a way to hurt and making people can die. 

After he left, Mother would yank me out of bed and drag me to the 

kitchen. While I stood shivering in my pyjamas, she’d smack me 

from one side of the kitchen to the other. One of my resistance 

techniques was to lay on the floor acting as though I didn’t have 

the strength to stand. (page 32) 

Smacking or hitting people is criminal, because it as torturing and also 

classified law. As Dave‟s Mother who always tortures Dave every day. Like 

working at home and smacking without causing and anything else which harms 

Dave. As the quote that Dave often smacked by Dave‟s Mother when his father 

out. Because if his father is at home that it does not happen anything. On the other 

hand, if his father out of the home that she free to tortures Dave. 

She tried to swallow without tasting, until I felt a hand clamp on 

the back of my neck. “Chew it!” Mother snarled, “Eat it! Eat it 

all!” she said, pointing to the saliva. I sat deeper in my chair. A 
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river of tears rolled down my cheeks. After I had chewed the mess 

in the bowl, I tilted my head back and forced what remained, down 

my throat. (page 41) 

In the action, Dave‟s Mother orders Dave to eat residue food which out 

from mouth. It is disgusting to eat it. Therefore she forces him to eat it. If Dave 

does not eat it that he does not get food from his mother. Because that food is to 

Dave. In this action called criminal is forcing. Forcing become crime action that 

harming people. Because something which wanted must do and it always identic 

with the crime. 

Without hesitation I opened my mouth, and Mother rammed the 

cold spoon deep into my throat. Again I told myself this was all too 

easy, but a moment later I couldn’t breathe. My throat seized. I 

stood wobbling in front of Mother, feeling as if my eyes were going 

to pop out of my skull. I fell on the floor, on my hands and knees. 

“Bubble!” my brain screamed. (page 46) 

This action Dave‟s Mother gives Ammonia liquid to drink. It is torturing 

with liquid. So she wants him to drink ammonia so Dave will feel hurt. After that, 

Dave drinks, then he cannot breathe, and his throat is seized. So it criminal 

through a liquid which cannot consume then consumed as the way to torturing. 

 “Do you hear me?” Mother yelled. “Look at me when I’m talking 

to you!” As I looked at her, Mother snatched a carving knife from 

the counter top and screamed, “if you don’t finish on time, I’m 

going to kill you!”. (page 51) 

Dave always gets yelling from Dave‟s Mother. However, this yelling from 

her is a threat, the threat which listened that she will kill Dave if he does not finish 

on time. In the condition when Dave‟s Mother brings a knife from the countertop, 

then she threats her. That is criminal because it is something which makes afraid 

people with the weapon and what is the threat.  
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“Put your face in the water like this!” She then bent over, grabbed 

my neck with both hands and shoved my head under the water. 

Instinctively, I thrashed and kicked, trying desperately to force my 

head above the water so I could breathe. Her grip was too strong. 

Under the water I opened my eyes. I could see bubbles escape from 

my mouth and float to the surface as I tried to shout. I tried to 

thrust my head from side to side as I saw the bubbles becoming 

smaller and smaller. I began to feel weak. In a frantic effort I 

reached up and grabbed her shoulders. My fingers must have dug 

into her because Mother let go. She looked down on me, trying to 

get her breath. “Now keep your head below the water, or next time 

it will be longer!” (page 66) 

This condition when Dave ordered by Dave‟s Mother to enter to the 

bathtub with forcing. It is as the way to torture which is done by Dave‟s Mother to 

Dave. She forces him that his face must in water then bent over, grabbed his neck 

with both hands and shoved his head under the water. So Dave‟s Mother wants 

him cannot breathe. It is criminal because Dave‟s Mother wants to tortures until 

Dave died, but she cannot.It caused Because she can breathe on top of the water 

surface. The last, he out with weak conditions. 

A few times she whipped me with the dog’s chain. It was very 

painful, but I just gritted my teeth and took it. The worst pain was a 

blow to the backs of my legs with the broom handle. Sometimes 

blows from the broom handle would leave me on the floor, barely 

able to move. More than once I hobbled down the street, pushing 

that old wooden lawn mower, trying to earn her some money. 

(page 69) 

Dave‟s Mother gives punishment is hard. She whipped Dave with the 

dog‟s chain and a blow to the backs of his legs using a broom handle. Many blows 

make his leave on the floor. It so hurt if felt because torturing which irrelevant. 

That is criminal because it seems like abuse to a child. 
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7.  Superficial Charm 

Superficial charm is often shown by psychopathy to people. Because 

superficial charm is used psychopathy to cover the character while none people 

know their character. Psychopaths do it have meaning and purposing others while 

people can believe it. There is character psychopathy which is Dave‟s Mother on 

A Child Called It novel. In the novel, Dave‟s Mother does it to manipulation 

people. Those are evidence that shows superfacial charm in his life.  

When I returned from school the next afternoon, Mother smiled as 

if she had won a milliondollar sweepstakes. She told me how she 

had dressed up to see the principal, with her infant son Russell in 

her arms. Mother told me how she had explained to the principal 

how David had an overactive imagination. Mother told him how 

David had often struck and scratched himself to get attention, since 

the recent birth of his new brother, Russell. (page 35) 

This quote tells that Dave‟s Mother does a thing which never done. She 

appeared neat and beautiful. Dave‟s Mother does it to meet the master of school to 

irresponsible to action which done by Dave in the school. Then, when Dave‟s 

Mother meets him, she attitudes good, polite and different like usual. She is smart 

to tell a new story and  manipulation story with a new story. Therefore Dave‟s 

Mother is superficial to people purpose real cover story while do not know people. 

She also attracted attention while he believes it. 

Mother rarely spent much time with neighbors, so it was not 

natural for her when she and Shirley became close friends. They 

visited each other daily. In Shirley’s presence Mother played the 

role of the loving, caring parent – just as she had when she was a 

Cub Scout den mother. (page 72) 
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When Dave‟s Mother meets Shirley, she shows behavior like mother and 

teacher in cub scout. So Dave‟s Mother always kind to her. Not only Shirley, 

people who are met by Dave‟s Mother. However, she also superficial them and 

not showing real action which always arrogant. Then Shirley meets her wants to 

ask about dave who seldom plays with brothers. Also, Dave‟s Mother answer a 

new story while she can get an answer. So Dave‟s Mother lies her while not know 

by her. 
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CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

This chapter explains the conclusion of the analysis and suggestion for this 

research. It contains a summary analysis and suggestions from the researcher. 

A. Conclusion  

In this research, the researcher has analyzed psychopathy on Dave‟s 

Mother based on the psychopathy theory used. Moreover, there are many results 

of the analysis of this research. The first, the result is causing psychopathy of 

Dave‟s Mother. The researcher finds the psychological problems on Dave‟s 

Mother become cause psychopathy. There are brain function demage and social or 

environment. In the brain function damage, Dave‟s Mother has a problem in her 

thinking. So she often attitudes arrogant and strange. Sometimes Dave‟s Mother is 

kind and arrogant. However, it often attitudes arrogant like psychopathy. It 

happens in a controlling brain where places character in the left brain or right 

brain. So in controlling on the brain is damage. that can see how Dave‟s Mother 

often in the daily activity which always tortures Dave Palzer like she gives 

punishment without apparent reason, and she changes his character from kinds 

like mother become evil character. So Dave‟s Mother never afraid every what 

done. In the social or environment, causing is she is lack of relationship with other 

people. Because she always does crime or bad behavior so she seldom interacts 

with people. That why it is cover her character who arrogant while she does not 

know people. Her family is people who not relation with Dave‟s Mother. 
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Sometimes every kind like a mother but no, she is like abnormal. Her character 

makes lack relation. So effect it, she make them angry and dislikes. 

The second, the result is the effect of psychopathy on Dave‟s Mother. The 

researcher finds 7 from 20 traits characteristics of psychophaty which becomes 

effect psychopathy. There are lack of empathy, manipulation or pathological 

lying, superficial charm, poor behavior control, irresponsible, Criminal versatility, 

and impulsivity. This findding, the researcher find 7 traits of characteristic of 

psychopathy on Dave‟s Mother and it concludes that Dave‟s Mother experience 

mental disorder is psychopathy because her action identic by interpersonal, 

behavioral features and effective. according to Hare and Checkley that 

psychopathy is a socially devastating personality disorder identic by a 

combination of interpersonal, behavioral features and effective including self 

centeredness, manipulation, deception, absence of emphaty, guilt or remorse, 

properness to breach social and legal standards. So this effect is harming around 

people. In his life, many behaviors are done like torturing, lying, crime and she is 

done it to Dave. Not only Dave, Sherly (close friend) grandmother, master of the 

school and her husband become effect on her behavior. 

B. Suggestion 

This study focus on cause and effect psychopathy on Dave‟s Mother in the 

novel A Child Called It. There are many aspects to analysis, for example, child 

abuse, social, or others. It can be analyzed from the psychological aspect of social 

and others. The researcher suggests the next researcher analyze this novel which 
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how to find something new because this novel has many analyzing about the 

psychological aspect. Not only that, in analyzing novels on the literary work, the 

researcher reads the novel, theory, and subject of analysis until understand so the 

research can be good. 
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